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RFID Streamlines the Management of Academic Regalia
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The Department of Computer Science & Engineering and Cyberspace Center
experts at the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) have
adopted Radio Frequency IDentification (RFID) to everyday application. The
application of RFID technology will streamline the process of Campus Services
Office in managing the academic regalia inventory.

Since the implementation of internet-based graduation services system in 2002,
graduate can sit back to place and receive their regalia order at home before the
Congregation. Afterwards, graduate may return the regalia to laundry shops at
Hong Kong, Kowloon & New territories areas. Undoubtedly, a reliable and fully
automated system will further enhance the efficiency in handling the flow of every
single piece of regalia among the store, laundry shops & graduates.

With the help of RFID technology, all academic regalia will be tagged. Unlike
traditional barcode systems, RFID reader can identify numerous RFID tags within
a short distance. Tags can be designed to suit objects of any shapes and sizes.
Most importantly, tags can even be detected accurately with random orientations
inside the metallic storage racks. All academic regalia set will firstly be stitched
with the specially designed RFID tags before checking out. When the academic
regalia are returned, the system can identity each item and the inventory can duly
be updated.

This RFID technology application is a pilot trial. HKUST will further apply RFID to
any area when it is suitable. It is believed that the RFID technology will be a
leading technology in product tagging system in future.
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