
 

      

  

   

 

Dear All,

Welcome back to HKUST after your Chinese New Year holiday break.  I hope you had enjoyed the holidays with
 family and friends.

Our celebration of the 25th Anniversary has kicked into high gear with events all through this Spring Semester,
 culminating in a gala banquet on June 19th.  I want to highlight that on June 20-21 there will be a Times Higher
 Education Asia Universities Summit hosted by HKUST on our campus where over 25 university presidents from
 around the world, coming to attend our banquet, will stay and speak at this Summit.  We are making arrangements
 for our students and faculty and staff to hear them at that time.

I am also delighted to report that we just had a highly successful global alumni gathering in San Francisco, where
 over 150 alumni and students and faculty attended a seminar presented by our School of Engineering followed by
 a dinner gathering.  I was heartened to see many of our alums studying or working in the Silicon Valley.  I was
 especially glad to meet several former faculty members who helped build our great university from the early days,
 some of whom are doing very well as entrepreneurs there. This global outreach to our alumni is an important part
 of our 25th Anniversary celebration.

Speaking of our global outreach efforts, I would like to share an exciting news with all of you. The Association of
 Pacific Rim Universities (APRU) has recently decided to move their Secretariat from Singapore to Hong Kong with HKUST being their new home base. 
 APRU is a premier alliance of 45 research universities ringing both sides of the Pacific Ocean.  Its key objective is to provide an international forum for
 these universities to foster cooperation, address issues of mutual importance, and assist in making representation to the authorities. This is in itself a
 significant endorsement of both Hong Kong and HKUST as a well-connected hub for academic exchanges and collaboration on a global scale.   Being
 based in Hong Kong, APRU is set to organize series of high-level APRU events and conferences right on the HKUST campus in the years to come.  Given
 the strategic geopolitical location of Hong Kong, the hosting will surely enhance the profile, influence and impact of both APRU and HKUST.

 May I also take the opportunity to mention an example of the exciting research done by our faculty members that is receiving world-wide attention.
 Professor Benzhong Tang from Chemistry Department works on the visualization technique called Aggregation Induced Emission (AIE).  The technique,
 developed in his HKUST lab, has many important applications, including identifying cancer cells.  Just over the last few weeks, Professor Tang’s research
 was recognized by both a full article in the New York Times (Feb 16, 2016),  live interview on CNBC on Feb 3, 2016, and recognition by Thomson Reuters
 as one of "The World's Most Influential Scientific Minds" in 2015. This should give all of us at HKUST the pride, as well as the confidence, that we can
 produce world-leading scholarship. There are many others at HKUST who have done or can do just as well.

In late January, the university conducted our annual Leadership Retreat. Senior leaders, from Executive Vice-President & Provost, Vice-Presidents,
 Associate Provosts/Associate Vice-Presidents, Deans to Department Heads and administrators, gathered together for a day and a half to discuss the
 university’s next 5-year Strategic Plan, as well as other key issues facing us. Immediately following the Leadership Retreat, we conducted a joint retreat
 with our Council, first in my presidency, during which we also invited inputs on the Strategic Plan.  This Strategic Plan will be finalized and initiated later this
 year.

On academic facilities, the Cheng Yu Tung Building will be officially opened on February 22, allowing our students and faculty to have expanded space to
 pursue their studies and research. Later this semester, we’ll have several ceremonies to acknowledge donors who have recently made major donations to
 support the university. I should add here that in general, our campaign to raise more funds to support more infrastructural needs, our student life
 enhancements, named professorship chairs, and our strategic research focus is moving along steadily.

I do want to take this occasion, while reporting to you the satisfaction we all feel with our achievements during the past 25 years, the sadness and
 disappointment in my heart right now due to the recent demonstrations in Mong Kok which degenerated into violence.  This cannot be good for the future of
 Hong Kong or for its global image. We all have difference of opinions but I don’t believe that violence can resolve any issue in a civilized society. I was
 particularly saddened that the reputation of Hong Kong citizens’ tradition of conducting peaceful demonstrations, was shattered overnight. To me, the rule
 of law and respect for others are two core values of Hong Kong people.  At HKUST, one of our core values is “Diversity, Respect, and Inclusiveness”.
 There is no better time to remind us of the ideal behind that.

Let us look forward to this semester at HKUST with pride and optimism, and see you around campus!

 

 

 

 Prof Tony F Chan
 President

19 February 2016
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