
  

   

 

HKUST President Visits Students at Protest and Condemns all Violence

On Saturday, HKUST President Professor Tony Chan visited the students who are participating in the sit-in at Admiralty. This visit to talk to students on the
 scene came on the heels of a meeting on Friday with HKUST student leaders to further understand the situation of the students. Professor Chan told them
 that recent events have led to a division of the society, and he is especially saddened by the fact that many people—including two HKUST students--got
 injured in the violent confrontation in Mongkok. Professor Chan said that he is gravely concerned about the safety of the students. He emphasised that
 violence is never the answer to any problem, and he is firmly against any acts of violence.

Professor Chan is deeply moved by the students' peaceful persistence in pursuing their goal of creating a better Hong Kong. He stressed that the most
 precious characteristic of Hong Kong is our freedom of speech, and every one should treasure that. A university prepares its students to be able to analyse
 issues in a rational and multi-faceted manner, and that is how they can become leaders of society. He said that the current difficulties of Hong Kong pose a
 severe test for them to seek to resolve problems through peaceful means.

Professor Chan said that only through calm and constructive dialogue can Hong Kong come out of this difficult crisis. This dialogue will allow all parties to
 look at the solution from different angles, and truly focus on the long term benefit of Hong Kong. This is how the society can get back to normal operations.
 As the crisis has evolved, he hopes that the students can rationally analyse each situation, maintain restraint, have patience, and above all, be alert for
 their safety, so that they will not create anxiety for their family and loved ones.
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