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Scholarly Communications
Seminar: Digital Humanities –
February 4

C an we re-create history digitally? What if you had
over 1,000 years of detailed historical and
demographic records of a highly developed city?

Come and hear about it, while enjoying light
refreshments, as Mr Michele Petochi describes the EPFL's Venice Time Machine project http://vtm.epfl.ch/. This is an
international scientific project launched by the EPFL and the University Ca’Foscari of Venice, in partnership with Archivio
di Stato in Venice.

The project aims to create a large open access database for research &
education from over 80 kilometers of archival documents (digitized,
transcribed & indexed) and to use these data to build a multidimensional
model of Venice and its evolution. Thus, scholars may illustrate or recreate
aspects of the past, from family trees and social connections to physical
urban development and change.

About the speaker:

Michele Petochi is Managing Director for Venice at EPFL. He is focused on integrating research,
education, visualization, outreach and technology transfer into a unique project and platform in
Digital Science and the Humanities. He works with a passionate group of people from EPFL and
other institutions on the sustainability of Venice, and pursues new frontiers in the Humanities,
enhanced by big data. Michele also acts as a senior advisor to the President and the Secretary
General on the strategy of EPFL in Digital Science, Digital Humanities and other priority areas
and partnerships.

About the series:

Since 2013, the Library has regularly hosted scholarly communications talks and seminars <http://lbcone.ust.hk/sc-
sem/>, mostly author workshops on getting published, open access, and intellectual property. This is the first in what we
hope will be more talks and seminars on the growing area of Digital Humanities.

Big Data in Venice: Creating the Toolkit for a Time Machine

Speaker: Mr. Michele Petochi, Managing Director of EPFL Venice

Moderator: Dr. Eden Woon, Vice-President for Institutional Advancement

Date: February 4, 2015 (Wednesday)

Time: 12:30 pm - 2:00 pm

Venue: Library Multifunction Room (LG4), HKUST Library

Ithaka Survey

I n March, the Library will conduct the Ithaka S+R Faculty Survey. Ithaka S+R is a strategic consulting and research
service that helps academic institutions to make the transition into the digital environment. Ithaka S+R has run the US
Faculty Survey many times. Through a local survey done on our campus, we plan to understand your research
practices in light of increasing digital resources and systemic changes in higher education. The survey has several
modules of 5-6 questions, such as:
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Discovery of resources

Access to resources

Data preservation & management

Scholarly communications

The role of the library

Through these questions, we hope to find answers to: How do our scholars discover and
access needed information resources? What are the key elements of their research
lifecycle? How have research practices and methods been changed? How have research
data and primary sources been preserved? What is the evolving role of the Library?

An email with a link to the survey instrument will be sent to all faculty members in March.
Please help us to understand your research needs by completing the survey. Thank you
in advance!

Training Activities for Librarians from Mainland China

I n November 2014, the Library hosted a study week for a group of 8 librarians from Mainland China. Coming from
different university libraries in Guangdong and Shanghai, these professionals were eager to learn how academic
libraries in Hong Kong operate. They stayed one week at HKUST, visiting the Library every day and meeting librarians of
our different units. They found it an enriching and fruitful experience.

The visitors came from Guangdong Open University (廣東開放大學), South China University of Technology (華南理工大
學), Guangdong University of Technology (廣東工業大學), Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts (廣州美術學院),
Guangdong Ocean University (廣東海洋大學), Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University (廣東技術師範學院) and
Shanghai Normal University (上海師範大學). They focused on all areas of service functions of the Library. During the
week, they talked with various HKUST librarians on designing, maintaining and managing learning space, offering
collection and access services, creating digital projects, operating technical services, and library management and
leadership. They also observed our daily work. In addition, we arranged for in-depth tours at HKU Libraries and CUHK
Libraries.

As a roundup of this study week, the visitors told us about their libraries, and shared their feelings and thoughts. Many of
them observed the contrasts of the operation and management of the HKUST Library as compared to the style common
among higher institutions in the Mainland. The visit gave them inspiration to advance library services in their home
institutions. As the host, the Library enjoyed the intellectual exchange, and was glad the program had a positive impact.
We will be receiving similar study groups in the future.

Pacific Rim Digital Library Alliance

R ecently, our Library joined the Pacific Rim Digital Library Alliance, PRDLA, as its 33rd member. The Alliance
targets improved access to scholarly research materials by collaborating with academic libraries around the Pacific Rim.
As information resources have exploded in quantity and formats, a traditional library finds it impossible to build a
comprehensive collection in view of budgetary limitations.

Through aggressive resource sharing, cooperative collection development, and the use of technology in document
delivery, PRDLA helps members to have better access to research materials across physical boundaries. PRDLA
supports traditional and emerging library functions among its members with collaboration and funding for:

Digitization of information resources

Shared access to electronic and hard copy

Sharing of expertise

Personnel exchange

Professional development and research



Selected members include academic libraries from: Fudan University, National Taiwan University, National University of
Singapore, Peking University, Seoul National University, Singapore Management University, Stanford University, Sun-
yat Sen University, Tsinghua University, University of Auckland, University of British Columbia, University of California,
University of Melbourne, University of Southern California, University of Washington, Wuhan University, Zhejiang
University and six universities in Hong Kong. Members shared their experiences and practices in digitization in the
annual meeting held in the new campus of the University of Macao in December 2014.

“The Blue Moon” – Book Talk by Jeanie Leung

I f your heart is already captured by the “Colours of Stories” exhibition, you would not want to miss the chance to meet
our alumna artist, Jeanie Leung, who will give a Library book talk on her newest release, “The Blue Moon”.

Since quitting the banking industry and jumping into the world of art, Jeanie is devoted to pursue her childhood dream
despite obstacles along the way. Her tireless efforts and determination have resulted in her success in creating the
signature character “Oowa” in 2010. Since then, Jeanie has published four picture books, staged art solo exhibitions,
collaborated with a variety of commercial and charity organizations and even developed a line of merchandise.

Influenced by Taiwanese illustrator and writer Jimmy Liao (幾米), Jeanie will explain why she chose picture books as a
medium, and how her painting style was inspired by the impressionist painter Claude Monet through the study exchange
experience in Boston College. She will also talk about her earliest picture books: A Time for the Heart, Smile, please,
and The Song of Memory to unveil the stories behind Oowa.

The talk will be in Cantonese and be held on 5 Feb at 12:30 - 1:30pm in the Library Gallery. Jeanie’s books will be
available for sale. She will be pleased to sign books at your request.

More information: http://lbcone.ust.hk/booktalk/

ORCID @ HKUST

T he Library will soon launch a service to assist faculty members and research postgraduate students to obtain an
ORCID identifier (iD).

ORCID (http://orcid.org) is an open, non-profit organization. It provides a registry of unique identifiers for researchers to
distinguish their research activities from those with similar names. Using ORCID’s automated linking mechanism,
researchers can attach their own identifiers to their research outputs and have them linked and interacted with a diversity
of research information systems.

It is to HKUST’s benefit if each of our researchers has an ORCID iD. The accuracy of the bibliometrics and research
output counts will be greatly improved if our researchers’ identity can be distinctively connected to their scholarly
publications and datasets. HKUST’s academic ranking will become more accurately reflected when these improved
figures are adopted by the ranking agencies. It is also beneficial to urge our postgraduate students to create ORCID iD
for themselves, as the distinctive iDs will enable them to keep track of their research activities and outcomes throughout
their research career path.

Any researcher can register for an ORCID iD individually from the ORCID website. So far, about 60 of our 500 plus
faculty members have obtained their own ORCID iDs. These iDs can be integrated into research information systems
and publisher platforms, including CrossRef, Scopus, ResearcherID, Nature Publishing Group, etc. The HKUST
Scholarly Publications Database (SPD) also connects ORCID iD in its scholar profiles.
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With the support from EVPPO, OPIR and PGSO, the Library is currently working with the ORCID technical support to
implement an institutional ORCID iD registration mechanism, to minimize individual effort. Within a few clicks, the iDs
and their records will be created automatically for the registrants.

This service will be introduced in phases, for both faculty members and research postgraduate students. In the coming
few months, if you receive an invitation email from the Library, please spend a minute or so to click through the links to
complete the registration process.

彩墨天然 — 周千秋、梁粲纓伉儷畫展 
Rendering Nature: Paintings by Chow Chian-chiu and Chow Leung Chen-yin

F ollowing the exhibition of paintings by our young alumna Jeannie Leung in the Ping Yuan and Kinmay W Tang
Gallery, the Library is organizing an exhibition of Chinese paintings by two renowned artists of Lingnan School of
painting, Chow Chian-chiu and Chow Leung Chen-yin. Scheduled to open in March, this exhibition is a collaboration of
the Library and the Institute for Advanced Study.

Mr Chow (1910-2006) was born in Panyu, Guangdong and
was a student of painter Chao Shao An (趙少昂) and poet
Huang Zhuqu (黃祝蕖). Mrs Chow (1921-2005) was born in
Guangzhou, Guangdong and was a graduate of Guilin Art
Teachers College. They were married in 1944 and moved to
Hong Kong and founded the International Studio of Chinese
Art in 1949. Over the next two decades, they taught over two
thousand students of many different nationalities and their
works were exhibited worldwide including the UK, Japan,
New Zealand and North America. The couple immigrated to
the US in 1968. From then until they retired in 2004, they
lectured and held exhibitions at over 20 universities.

Mr Chow is accomplished in painting landscapes, birds,
flowers and animals; depicting the scenes from his worldwide
travels. Mrs Chow concentrates on various types of elegant flowers. Due to this specialization, many of their works are
results of their joint efforts.

The Chows’ accomplishments won them numerous honors, both as artists
and teachers of Chinese painting. Their art books Easy Ways to Do
Chinese Painting and Chinese Painting: A Comprehensive Guide were
regarded highly with more than two million copies sold. Their works are
widely held by museums, universities and collectors.

Both the Library and IAS are extremely honored to have received from
Professor Chee-woo and Grace Chow’s (周齊武教授伉儷) donations of
their late parents’ works. In conjunction with the exhibition, a demonstration
by Mr Lam Wu-hui (林湖奎), a prominent member of the Lingnan School of
painting in Hong Kong, cum a talk by Dr Anna Kwong (鄺綺顏), Program
Director of Center for the Arts, has been planned. Stay tuned for details.

2nd Library E-Discovery Week

C an you remember our first Library E-Discovery Week in fall 2013? The event was overwhelming. There were over
600 students and staff attending workshops, visiting exhibitions and completing quizzes to compete for tempting prizes.
To keep up the good work, we are going to have the 2nd Library E-Discovery Week in Spring 2015 from February 9 -
13, shortly before the Chinese New Year. All students and staff will be invited to take part.

“Learn. Search. Win.” is our spirit. Learning is fun and interactive. You are encouraged to search and explore more
about the Library’s electronic collection with a chance of winning exciting prizes.

There will be 9 exhibition booths at the G/F Library entrance on February 11 and 12, showcasing some of our featured
electronic resources. You are invited to take part in the E-Discovery Challenge by taking a paper quiz distributed on
site. Visit the databases and the booths to hunt for right answers. Booth owners and library staff will assist you whenever
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you need help and verify your answers. Return your completed quiz and you are done.

If your answers are all correct, you are eligible to enter the Lucky Draw. Thanks to our 12 generous sponsors, we have
15 fascinating prizes, including IPad Air, iPad Mini, Galaxy TabPro, Nexus 7, Apple Store gift cards and Xiaomai phone.

We will also hold 12 training workshops through the week to introduce various e-resources. Local trainers, along with
trainers from Singapore, Australia and Mainland China, will introduce the content coverage, special features and tips on
smart searching of designated electronic resources with hands-on practice. You are welcome to join any combination of
workshops that interest you. Take a short quiz afterwards and there again you may become one of our Lucky Draw
winners.

The Prize Presentation Ceremony will be held on Feb 25 at the Library Gallery. We look forward to seeing your happy
and exciting faces there.

Data Curation Training Program

B ig Data is a hot topic. In order to prepare us to learn how to manage, preserve and archive research data, the Library
will host a 3-day Data Curation Training Program in its Multifunction Room and E-Learning Classrooms on Feb 25-27.
It is co-organized by the Graduate School of Library and Information Science, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
(UIUC) and the Division of Information and Technology Studies, Faculty of Education, University of Hong Kong.

Our Library has collaborated with the organizers in conjunction with JULAC in planning such a program to meet the
increasing need of academic librarians to learn data curation and related theories, techniques and best practices.

The program will include keynotes, lectures, case studies, hands-on lab exercises and online interactive sessions.
Instructors include experienced data scientists Prof J Stephen Downie, Mr Nicholas Weber and Ms Andrea Thomer from
UIUC and Dr Xiao Hu from HKU.

The training is designed for these outcomes:

To understand Data Management Lifecycles

To develop data management plans

To select and assess data management toolsand repository systems

To select and adapt standards for data management, and to utilize existing tools such as data management plan
tool, Google Refine, etc.

To use tools/approaches for data storage and access

To better understand digital objects, contextualizing digital objects and accounting for data provenance

Over sixty academic librarians will participate, including forty from Hong Kong and twenty from Mainland, Macao,
Singapore and Taiwan. This will provide a good opportunity for librarians to share their campus needs on research data
management and to network for collaborative ventures. Our Library will help researchers to archive and preserve their
datasets in the HKUST Scholarly Publications Database.
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