
  

   

 

Dear HKUST Community,

We were saddened to hear of the recent loss of the life of a young person who was a member of our HKUST family. First and foremost, our
heart goes to the families, classmates and friends who have lost their loved one. As the President, I wish to emphasize to the whole
University community that this tragic ending of a promising young life will always be in our thoughts.

No loss of life is easy to understand, especially when it is that of a young person with promises and opportunities ahead of him. While
grieving, I hope that all of us examine our own value systems and say to ourselves that no obstacle is too high, and no difficulties are too
large, for us to handle. Yes, life is filled with tough challenges. But life should also be filled with hope, joy, love, beauty, energy, creativity
and wonderful surprises!

While the University is proactively reaching out to the student’s family, we also pledge to work closely with every student to ensure a system
at HKUST which not only stretches the students’ intellect, but also provides an assuring atmosphere for everyone. We have professional
counselors for those who seek them out, but more importantly, we want to have a daily support culture and system for all students.

To this end, we promise full backing to departments and organizations in arranging various types of campus programs and activities for
students to render social and emotional support to each other.

Our pursuit of knowledge and innovations cannot be detached from our passion for life, our care for the community, and our drive in
contributing to society. Humility and compassion remain part of the HKUST’s core values. I sincerely hope that our students will work
together with their peers, professors, parents and also our alumni to explore the excitement of life while learning in HKUST.

Yours sincerely,

Tony F Chan
President

8 November 2012
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