
  

   

 

Dear new and returning students,

I would like to bid you all a very warm welcome to HKUST, your extraordinary home in Clear Water Bay where
knowledge stands out and shines.

Today represents a historic moment for all of us as HKUST is embarking on a new four-year undergraduate
structure.  It is an exciting time as a full plate of academic and non-academic delights are now on offer to you as the
University launches into a new era of education. Thanks to the dedicated efforts of our terrific team of faculty, staff
and co-workers, the University has now geared up for the challenge (http://334info.ust.hk).  We have introduced
School-based admission, a common core curriculum, School-sponsored courses and enhanced undergraduate
research opportunities. An entire floor of state-of-the-art Learning Commons, up and running in the Library, is
catering to your learning needs for most hours of a day. 800 additional class seats are made room for following the
expansion of space.  Supplementary catering arrangements are all ready, and you may wish to give al fresco dining
a go.  Also rolling in this pact of changes are the new South Bus Station and shuttle bus services running during
lunch, before and after school.  The Spring term, moreover, will be seeing more welcoming changes as the new Lee
Shau Kee Business Building and the Institute of Advanced Study come into place, together with two new student halls on campus.  HKUST is now home
to a record number of faculty and students, so we need to have your patience and understanding to brace for this unprecedented transition.  This is the
time for change and challenges, but this is also the time for hard-earned rewards.

Innovative thinking, versatility and an indomitable can-do spirit are what make HKUST students special.  As President, I have deep faith that every one of
you - whether you are a new or returning student, undergraduate or postgraduate - can lead a colorful, contributing, and unforgettable life at this University
and beyond.  One way to gather these valuable sparks, which I personally have found to be extremely helpful, is to take a T-shaped approach to your
study.   A broad base of knowledge enables associative thinking and prepares you for an unknown future, whereas depth endows one with necessary
skills sets and the experience and confidence of learning something deep and foundational.  Your education at HKUST empowers you to be a critical
thinker who sees beyond the obvious and makes sound judgments.  As a responsible, educated citizen, you are obliged to take actions to ensure our
society is open and just.  Remember a bigger role is awaiting you in Hong Kong and the global scene.

Here at HKUST, the whole world is anticipating your grand arrival.  Take the plunge in our vibrant international community, stretch your hand of friendship
to fantastic people coming from 37 countries spread over five continents.  Some of them shall be your lifelong companions who enliven you on your
ceaseless exploration, who remind you of your talents and aspirations, of who you are and what you can become.

As the new school year begins, I look forward to meeting you in person and sharing your unique stories and adventures at HKUST.

It is the best time of your lives and the sun is on you today. 

With warmest wishes,

Tony F Chan
President

10 September 2012

P.S. I will try to walk around and meet causally with students today.  You are most welcome to join me at a welcome gathering specially hosted for you at
atrium at 12:30pm.  Hope to see you there!
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