
Entry Route(s)

HKUST is introducing two new entry routes and a pioneering program for the 2013 intake. Both the entry routes and program are 

specially designed for Science and Business students who are in pursuit of particular goals.

In addition to the original four School-based choices, applicants will have two additional entry routes:

International Science Research Enrichment - ISRE (JS5011), and Global Business - GBUS (JS5013)
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We basically adopt School-based admission, therefore, students will enter a Major program offered by the School, or an interdisciplinary 

program after 2 or 4 terms. Students in JS5001 and JS5003 may apply to join ISRE or GBUS subsequently.

ISRE (JS5011) 
– for the research mind!

The International Science Research Enrichment (ISRE) 

program is tailored for students particularly interested in 

pursuing a research career in science.

It builds on the premise that exposure to an international 

research environment at an early stage is an important 

ingredient for the success of a research career.

ISRE and Science
 Applicants may apply for the ISRE program directly. 

 Students will have a free choice of Science Majors. 

 There will be places for students from the Science   

 (JS5001) pool to switch to ISRE after their 1st year of  

 study.  

GBUS (JS5013)
– for the passionate global mind!

HKUST’s BBA in Global Business is the first of its kind and 

a highly sought after business program. Understanding 

that students with a passionate global mindset are keen 

to join the GBUS program directly, we now provide an 

additional entry route for this group of students. 

The GBUS curriculum equips students with a core set of 

business knowledge within the global context.

  

Co-curricular Learning
 Academic knowledge aside, the program offers many 

 experience based co-curricular learning opportunities  

 to develop students’ global mindset, critical thinking  

 skills, entrepreneurial spirit, and leadership skills   

 through mentoring and enrichment activities.
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School-based Admission and Academic Advising 

HKUST encourages students to explore their interests and identify their strengths before making the important choice of a Major.

The aim of School-based admission is to provide students with the flexibility to dabble in different disciplines, discover their 

aptitudes before deciding on their program. We have a strong academic advising team in each School to help students choose the 

right courses and craft their path.

At the admission stage, applicants only need to select the School they wish to join. Students in general will enter their Major(s) 

after 2 or 4 terms. The number of Major places will be fliexible and will be far more than the headcount.

International Science Research 
Enrichment - ISRE (JS5011)

The ISRE program expects HKDSE students to present 

results at Level 5*. An interview is generally required.

Scholarships for International Research 
Exchange 
All students entering ISRE will be provided with 

scholarships to support their overseas experiences. 

Research Supervisors
Research supervisors will be assigned to all ISRE students 

to guide their paths of study as well as their pursuits of 

postgraduate degrees. 

Unique Features
ISRE guarantees students: 
(i) admission into HKUST’s signature Undergraduate 

Research Opportunities Program (UROP); 

(ii) exchange experience at a university outside Hong 

Kong; and  

(iii) research experience in a university/national 

laboratory outside Hong Kong. 

Students may apply to join ISRE directly, or to join SSCI 

first, and then transfer to ISRE.

Program Features
 Global Leadership Development

 Global Perspectives on Contemporary Issues 

 Asia and Emerging Markets

 Integrated Business Case Studies

 English, Putonghua plus a foreign language

 Public Service Project

 Capstone Project 

 Study Abroad and Study Trips

 International Business Case Training and Competitions

 Student-initiated Events

 Company Visits

 Internships  

Students may apply to join GBUS directly, or to join B&M 

first, and then transfer to  GBUS. 

Global Business 
- GBUS (JS5013)

For GBUS admission, we expect HKDSE students to attain 

Level 5 or above in English and Level 5** in at least 3 subjects. 

An interview is generally required.



Receiving three degrees 

from three world-class universities 

across three continents 

 

This is no longer a wild thought.

The first undergraduate partnership of its kind, the World 

Bachelor in Business (WBB) is jointly offered by 

  HKUST (Hong Kong), 

  University of Southern California (USA), and 

  Bocconi University (Italy). 

With the concerted efforts of three great universities, WBB is an 

exciting program designed to engage intellectually curious 

students in a unique business curriculum that connects leading 

edge teaching methods with cultural immersion and real world 

experiences.

45 students will be recruited from around the globe. They will 

learn, explore, and experience life together in the first three 

years. 

Year 1 at USC, in Los Angeles 

Year 2 at HKUST

Year 3 at Bocconi, in Milan 

Year 4 at one of the above, at student’s choice

What WBB looks for
The WBB partner schools are looking for students with strong 

academic credentials and a keen awareness of the role of 

cross-cultural thinking in the business world of the 21st century.

But, perhaps most importantly, the ideal candidate should view 

the prospect of changing countries each year as an exciting 

challenge that multiplies the opportunities for academic 

achievement and personal growth. 

What to prepare for application submission:
 High school transcripts from Grade 9-11

 SAT/ACT results

 TOEFL results

 Activity Summary 

 Personal Statement 

 Academic Reference Letter 

Application Deadline: 1 December 2012

World Bachelor in Business – An Exceptional Undergraduate Experience
http://wbb.ust.hk

About 11%, i.e. over 400 Year-1 students, were awarded HKUST scholarships for this year (2012-13). 

In 2011-2012, HKUST awarded over 1,400 scholarships and prizes to around 1,000 undergraduate students (new and continuing). This 

represents an offer rate of 16% of our students. The total amount of scholarships awarded exceeds $41 million. 

To be qualified for a scholarship in subsequent years, students are required to maintain a cumulative grade point average of A- or 

above. 

New Program

Scholarships

Ready to take on the challenge and explore the world?  Check out http://wbb.ust.hk for further details.

JUPAS applicants interested in WBB may apply to the program directly on https://admission.ust.hk in addition to their JUPAS 

application.
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Browsing websites, flipping through brochures… there may still be many questions that students want to ask. Our e-Buddy Scheme 

connects prospective students with current students who are keen to share their own experiences here at HKUST.

 

Check out the chat board below, with some of the questions our e-Buddies have been asked. It may help answer some of your 

students’ questions. For more questions, simply ask students to write to our e-Buddies. (The following is adapted from answers from 

e-Buddies in response to questions raised.)

Connect with our e-Buddies http://saprogram.ust.hk/ebuddy.html

Compared to last year, this year’s intake shows a more balanced gender distribution. We welcome more ladies to join our WISE (Women 

in Science and Engineering) community.

Personally, I chose UST for its teaching faculty, top ranking across Asia, research 

opportunities, great exchange program and IB scholarship.

UST is more international than other universities. My year has a nice international 

population and we always get loads of students going on exchange.

And with just one campus, it’s easier to run into people you know.

Why is UST a better choice
compared to other universities?

Mandeep

All new students are guaranteed a hall place for a term. After that, the allocation of hall 

places depends on how far you live from HKUST, your participation in extra-curricular 

activities, community service and hall life, and also your academic performance… But 

you do have to remember to lodge your application.

Is it easy to apply for a dorm?

Bev

Professors here are young, energetic and passionate. They are nice. You can e-mail them 

or go to their office whenever you need help. Do take the initiative. They are in fact more 

willing to share with me than I thought.

What are the professors like?

Anthea

First, know the latest important events and issues happening around the world. 

Second, please do not worry about or prepare model answers. The key is always be 

prepared, natural and confident. You have to show that you can think on your feet.

My experience of being interviewed is that the interviewers look for future leaders who 

always have their own perspective on an issue, not a “yes-man” or  “I-don’t-know-man”. 

How should I prepare for 
the interview?

Ray

2012 intake (4 Y) 2011 intake

School of Science 38% : 62%

25% : 75%

55% : 45%

72% : 28%

41% : 59%

29% : 71%

19% : 81%

54% : 46%

66% : 34%

35% : 65%

School of Engineering

School of Business and Management

School of Humanities and Social Science

University-wide

e-Buddies can be reached at: http://saprogram.ust.hk/ebuddy.html



The HKUST local admissions quota for 2013 entry is 1,901. There will be no specific JUPAS/non-JUPAS split, although we do expect the 

majority (around 80%-85%) to be JUPAS students.

JUPAS Admissions

HKUST Engineering attracts
High Achievers

Among local Engineering Schools this year, HKUST’s School of 

Engineering has admitted the largest number of students 

who attained 5**, and the total number of 5** achieved by 

students has also outnumbered other local institutions.

 

To recognize the academic performance of the Double-star 

holders, the School of Engineering established the “Dean of 

Engineering Scholarship” this year. In addition to receiving the 

scholarship, these high achievers also become Members of 

the “Dean’s Club@SENG”. As club members, they will enjoy the  

privileges to participate in exclusive activities and events, and 

priority in joining internship and exchange programs. 

Admission figures of HKDSE students (2012) 

We are delighted to welcome 1,848 outstanding students in the 

first HKDSE cohort to our vibrant student community this year. 

Many of them have achieved academic distinction on the 

HKDSE Examination. The average score was Level 5 for Business 

School and Level 4.5 for the other Schools. 

Points to note:
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JUPAS Admission Figures 2012

  English  Chinese  Math  Liberal   Elective 1 
Elective 2 Elective 3 M1 / M2

 
  Language Language (Comp.) Studies (Best Science)  

 Median 3 5 5 4 5 5 3 4

 Lower Quartile 4 3 5 3 4 4 4 5*

JS5001 – SSCI – School of Science

JS5002 – SENG – School of Engineering
  English  Chinese  Math  Liberal   Elective 1 

Elective 2 Elective 3 M1 / M2
 

  Language Language (Comp.) Studies (Best Science)  

 Median 4 4 5 3 4 5 - 5

 Lower Quartile 3 4 5* 3 5 5 - -

JS5003 – SBM – School of Business and Management
  English  Chinese  Math  Liberal   

Elective 1
 

Elective 2 Elective 3 M1 / M2
 

  Language Language (Comp.) Studies   

 Median 5 4 4 5 5* 5 5 4

 Lower Quartile 4 4 5 5 5* 4 - 4

JS5004 – SHSS – School of Humanities and Social Science
  English  Chinese  Math  Liberal   

Elective 1
 

Elective 2 Elective 3 M1 / M2
 

  Language Language (Comp.) Studies   

 Median 5* 4 4 4 4 3 3 -

 Lower Quartile 4 3 4 5 5* 5 3 -

These rows show the HKDSE attainment of the same applicant who was

placed in the middle position (median) of the JUPAS Main Round offer list.

These rows show the HKDSE attainment of the same applicant who was 

placed 3/4 way down (lower quartile) of the JUPAS Main Round offer list.

School 2012 JUPAS Intake 

Science  470

Engineering 660

Business and Management  671

Humanities and Social Science 47

Total 1,848 



 Please advise students and parents to spend time to 

understand the JUPAS mechanism. (Isn’t it too obvious? 

But…)

 We strongly advise students to equate the JUPAS list to their 

DREAM-LIST. The top choices, in particular, ought to be their 

Dream Programs. The JUPAS decision is more than just 

getting an offer.

 HKUST calculates the HKDSE scores based on 4+2X, or 

(4+1X+M1/M2) using the best subject combination to 

applicants’ favor. Additional X(s) will be given bonus or used 

as the tie-breaker.

 Information on our interview arrangements is now available 

at http://join.ust.hk.

Tips and Facts

Quick Q&As on Subject Requirements
 Do School of Science and School of Engineering favor 
students with PHYS+CHEM+BIOL?

 Not particularly. Students may use our score calculator to 

check it out.

 Is M2 more preferred than M1?

 No. They carry the same weighting in score calculation.

 Does the Business School favor students with ECON or 
BAFS?

 No. The Business School accords a higher weighting to 

English Language and MATH (compulsory) only. Over 1/6 of 

those admitted to the Business School neither took ECON 

or BAFS.
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Subject Weighting and Score Calculator 
We are adopting the same subject weightings for calculating a candidate’s HKDSE scores as in the last admission exercise.

  Science  Engineering Business & Management Humanities & Social Science

 English Language x2 x2 x2 x2

 Chinese Language x1 x1 x1 x1.5

 Mathematics (Compulsory) x2 x2 x2 x1

 Liberal Studies x1 x1 x1 x1

 Best elective / M1 / M2 x2.5 for    x1.5 for  x1 x1
  Physics/Chemistry/  Physics/Chemistry/ (Cat A, no subject preference) (Cat A / Cat C, 
  Biology/Combined Science Biology/Combined Science  no subject preference)
   or 
   x1 for ICT

 Next best elective / M1 / M2  x2 for ANY x1.5 for M1 / M2 x1 x1
  Cat A elective or  (Cat A, no subject preference) (Cat A, no subject preference)
    x1 for ANY Cat A elective

   
 Online Score Calculators – Quick & Easy 

School of Science 

(http://334.ust.hk/cal/cal_ssci.html)

School of Engineering 

(http://334.ust.hk/cal/cal_seng.html)

School of Business and Management 
(http://334.ust.hk/cal/cal_sbm.html)

School of Humanities and Social Science
(http://334.ust.hk/cal/cal_shss.html)

HKDSE Repeaters – Combined Certificates
Many a time, students ask about how we handle repeaters. 

Please help assure students that we at HKUST will consider 

“combined certificates” and we will not impose any penalty on 

HKDSE repeaters. HKUST considers HKDSE repeaters by 

calculating the admission score using the best result in each 

subject. There is no need to retake all subjects.



Reference Admission Score, 2012 intake
These are the major qualifications presented by applicants:

 Exam Upper Quartile Median Lower Quartile
  (25th percentile ) (50th percentile) (75th percentile)

 IB 
40 37 35 (including bonus)

 GCEAL 3A* 2A* and 1A 1A*, 1A and 1B

 SAT Reasoning Test 2,190 2,130 1,970 

The HKUST local admissions quota for 2013 entry is 1,901. Although we expect the majority of the new students to be JUPAS students 

taking the local HKDSE examinations, we do look for students with different academic and cultural background.  There will be no 

specific JUPAS/non-JUPAS split but we would expect roughly 10-15% of the students joining us next Fall from the non-JUPAS route.

Join.ust.hk/local New Look and Feel 
We have updated our look at our website and tried to make our admission-related information more handily available to students. 

Please help remind students to check out what we offer, and our General and School-specific admission requirements.

School-specific Requirements
In addition to the University’s General Requirements and English Language Requirements, students will also have to satisfy our 

School-specific Requirements, as follows:

Come and take a look @HKUST
Weekend Campus Tours

During these informal tours, our Student 

Ambassadors show prospective students 

around our picturesque campus and share 

more about university life on the HKUST 

campus. Check out the tour calendar and 

make a reservation at 

http://urao.ust.hk/local_campus_tour.html.

Entry Route(s) Specific Entry Requirements Some general ideas

School of Science

School of Engineering

School of Business and Management

School of Humanities and Social Science

Senior level: 

 systems 

Senior level Math for IB students:

Math (HL) or Math(SL), 

but not Mathematical Studies

The Business School places 

emphasis on English proficiency 

and Mathematics.

GCS would like students 

to be strong in languages.

Local Students with International Qualifications

Senior Level 

Biology / Chemistry / 

Mathematics / Physics

Senior Level 

(i) Mathematics 

           + 

(ii) Physics / Chemistry / Biology /

     Computer Studies / Statistics

No specific requirements

No specific requirements
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Early Decision Scheme 
Prospective students who are keen to have the applications reviewed by the University early and be given an offer by 15 December 

may join the Early Decision Scheme and apply by 15 November 2012.

Question on Local vs Non-Local Student Status
Students who do not need a student visa to study in Hong Kong are considered as ‘local’ applicants. We believe most, if not all, students 

from local international schools are ‘local’ students. If in doubt, please check with us.

Credit Transfer
IB / GCEAL / AP students may wish to check out our credit transfer arrangements. Depending on their basis of admission, students may 

be granted up to 30 transfer credits which will count towards the minimum graduation requirement of 120 credits.

Tip: Students are advised to check their email account from time to time, and to ensure that their email spam setting 

enables our emails to reach them. To receive admission-related information from us via SMS, students have to give us 

permission in the application process.

 Visit http://join.ust.hk/local to learn more about our programs and admission requirements.

Scholarships

Outstanding local Direct Entry students will be considered for Direct Entry Scholarships. 

The University also offers scholarships to IB Diploma students with 36 Points (including 

Bonus Points) or above.

Details of the Scholarships are available on http://sfao.ust.hk/scholarships. 

Application Timeline

Oct – Dec 2012

 Applicants create accounts in HKUST’s Online   

 Admissions System (https://admission.ust.hk)

 Applicants complete the application form, and   

 upload related supporting documents 

Nov - Dec 2012

 HKUST reviews applications (An interview may be  

 arranged if needed but it is in general not required for  

 admissions to HKUST programs except ISRE and GBUS)

 

Jan – May 2013 (Mainly)

 HKUST announces offers. Students who are given an  

 offer are notified by email (They may also receive an  

 SMS if they have selected such a channel of   

 notification in their application)

 Students accept offers online and each submits a  

 deposit to secure a place at HKUST

 Students submit certified copies of academic   

 transcripts upon accepting the offer

Supporting Documents 
& Predicted Results

 We are able to start reviewing an 

application (including Early 

Decision applications) only when 

all the supporting documents 

have been uploaded.

 The predicted exam/test results 

from the schools will be a helpful 

reference for us and we much 

appreciate the hard work of the 

teachers and counselors.
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