
WINTER 2004 

J 

GIIIG:<EI\j JOUr FOfi TIlE l'JW;\ JOUL r.'l U 
NEW ALUMNI WEBSITE 

Win a BlackBerry! P.13 
j\LUl'Jl UUHVlVJ\L UTOf1JEJ 

jJlI\j~W '{ur:{ & Ff!lJI:{lllrl r.'l U 
TRAILWALKER TRIUMPH P.21 

(Oscar) Graduation Dinner, 
Class of 2004 



Messages & leners 

From the Editor 

It has indeed been an eventful year in 2004 and a 

time when HKUST Business School and MBA alumni 

happily celebrated a number of 'firsts' . We held our 

first 10th Graduation Anniversary Reunion Dinner with 

a successful get-together for the Class of 1994. At the 

event, the first MBA Alumni Achievement Awards were 

presented to outstanding alumni of the class . The class 

also showed true team spirit by establishing the MBA 

Alumni Fund to support School development. Meanwhile, 

the Class of 2004 organized a first-class, 'Oscar'-style 

graduation dinner, which was 'Simply the Best' so far. 

We have also welcomed the first batch of graduates 

from the Shenzhen class to the alumni family. 

To better connect up our widespread alumni of all years, 

the MBA Alumni Development Office was set up in June 

with a mission to form a 'R-I-C-H' alumni community. 

Our alumni website will be officially launched in January 

and be your one-stop shop to find out everything about 

HKUST alumni. 

On the MBAAA front, the Speed Ladies team triumphed 

at Oxfam Trailwalker, winning two championships and 

setting a new record of 17 hrs 57 mins in the Education 

Category. 

More on all these stories can be found in this issue of 

Phoenix. In addition, the EMBAs treat us to 'Chicken 

Soup for the MBA Soul' and alumni working overseas 

share their struggles and victories . You will also find 

featured write-ups of senior alums and interviews with 

Prof . Suren Mansinghka 

and Prof. Yuk-Shee Chan 

in the Phoenix Special 

Edition . Don't forget to 

look at the profiles of MBA 

Achievement Award 

winners highlighted in the 

accompanying leaflets. I 

am sure you will learn a 

lot from them. 

Looking ahead, the MBAAA AGM will be held on January 

22 . This is an important alumni event for everyone. Come 

along to recall the exciting events of 2004 and to vote 

for the new Exco! 

Finally, I would like to thank all of you who have provided 

feedback and suggestions regarding Phoenix. From the 

positive response received from alumni, faculty members 

and current students, I can see you are committed to 

making Phoenix YOUR newsletter. Please keep your 

input coming . 

Merry Christmas and here's to another rewarding year 

ahead. See you in 2005! 

~ZIr 
Kitty Chong 

Editor-In-Chief 

-.:~ . ... ...,.. .. ~.~~.~:~ 
..~ ~.~t ~.~. 
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Messages & letters 

Letters to Phoenix 

Congratulations! 
I was really impressed when I saw it in my mailbox ... I 

initially thought it was another complimentary 

subscription, but didn't recognize the cover. Congrats 

on a great-looking issue. 

Prof. Chris Westland (/SMT) 

Phoenix: Thanks, Chris. We will certainly be needing 

your input, especially for our coverage of faculty research 

in the next issue. 

I must congratulate you on your good efforts in bringing 

a breath of fresh air to the newsletter. Well done and 

keep it up. 

Maureen Kwok (KH04) 

Phoenix: Thanks for your kind words . We will count 

on our EMBA peers for their continuous support. 

Warm and Personal Touch 
I see Phoenix includes many updates about alumni . 

This is good . In my opinion, it is a mistake for such 

magazines to give too much information or activity 

updates about the organization concerned as this is 

not very personal . The cover, however, could be made 

more attractive. Additional graphic design would also 

make the inside look more appealing. But, all and all, 

a good idea to produce our own MBA newsletter. 

Allen Po (PT99) 

Phoenix: We definitely agree to nurture an up-close

and-personal feel to the magazine. 

So Exciting! 
"This is it!" I had to exclaim when I first saw Phoenix. 

It was so exciting to see all those old - and new - faces. 

To me, Phoenix is a platform connecting a treasure trove 

of resources and networks; and it offers me the private 

indulgence of realizing the value of working for the 

MBA Office. 

Karen Ma (FT02) 

Phoenix: The picture of you and your baby was indeed 

adorable ... and Sean too. 

Colorful and Interesting 
I have to say I was impressed by the newsletter you've 

produced. Congratulations. It's colorful, makes nice use 

of space and pictures, and the stories are interesting. 

I'd be happy to receive this magazine as an alumnus! 

Mark Tindall (CX World Editor) 

Phoenix: Dear Mark, that's easy. Fill in the HKUST MBA 

application form and be one of our alumni! (Mark is 

our editor-in-chief's ex-colleague at Cathay Pacific 

Airways.) 

Some Suggestions 
This is the first time I have received this kind of newsletter. 

It looks great. But is it possible to add alumni contributors' 

email addresses in the newsletter? Could there also be 

interviews with our exchange students in the next issue? 

I am sure they can give many valuable ideas on our 

program. By the way, nice contrast between the pictures 

on the cover and the back page! 

Shanshan Luo (FT- Year 2) 

Phoenix: Thanks for your comments and suggestions, 

Shanshan . The email addresses of contributors are now 

displayed next to their names. 
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Simply the Best 
~Oscar' Graduation Dinner, Class of 2004 

The recent Graduation Dinner for the part-time MBA Class of 2004 proved 

more than just a great night out. It provided a superb case study of the 

HKUST MBA spirit in action. More than 20 classmates formed an organizing 

committee and key members Crystal Chan, Edith Lam, Cammy Leung, 

Edwin Mok and Kit Tse shared with Phoenix their 'Oscar' show experiences 



I
t seemed to be a daunting task . Spring was in the 

air and plans for the Fall Graduation Dinner for the 

part-time MBA Class of 2004 were underway. How 

could the organizing committee create a show that 

summed up all the lessons learnt and friendships forged 

over the past two years of hard work and great fun? 

Eventually they saw the answer lay in just three words: 

'Simply the Best.' 

"The slogan captured exactly what we felt about the 

program, the class, the friendships created and the good 

times we had," Crystal Chan explained . 

It soon became clear many others felt the same way. 

As the committee got to work organizing finances, 

working out the logistics and arranging the program, 

there was a tremendous response from MBA classmates 

coverStorv 

willing to participate both in front of and behind the 

scenes. "When you take the lead, people will join in," 

said Cammy Leung. 

On October 23 at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel, all the 

preparations of the past eight months came together 

in a glittering event that not only provided a fitting grand 

finale to the successful graduates but in itself paid tribute 

to the top management and people skills acquired during 

the MBA program. 

The 'Oscar'-style occasion saw 150 in attendance -

nearly 100% of the Class of 2004, plus representatives 

from the Shenzhen MBA class, faculty guests and MBA 

office members. Dean KC Chan, MBA Director Dr. Steve 

DeKrey and Associate Director Chris Tsang were among 

those present. 

Tips on Hosting a HK$1S0,OOO Dinner 

How to finance a HK$150,000 Oscar-style dinner show 

without approaching the MBA Office for sponsorship 

and still be able to keep ticket prices affordable? 

• Try designing and selling special T-shirts, for 

example. With a motif of people hand in hand 

and the 'Simply the Best' slogan, Class of 2004 

graduation T-shirts became hot sellers, helping to 

raise money and a sense of shared purpose. 

• Employ enterprise when arranging dinner prizes, 

decoration for the venue and program materials . 

All these items, due to cost HK$50,000, were 

donated to the Graduation Dinner by companies 

or customers of class members . "We certainly 

learned a lot about the impOitance of team building, 

friendship and networking, " said Edwin Mok. 

"Without effective teamwork, this would have been 

impossible. " 

• Efficient organization plus all-round class support 

certainly adds up. When all the figures were in, 

the Class of 2004's celebration had not only kept 

to its budget but generated a surplus. Thus, the 

wider community was also able to benefit from 

the great Graduation Dinner, with the HK$15,000 

surplus donated to Oxfam Trailwalker. 

> 6 
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Along with new knowledge and skills, relationship

building among participants is a central feature of the 

HKUST MBA and organizers of the Graduation Dinner 

brilliantly illustrated this through their sophisticated 

'Simply the Best Memory' opening video . Clips of the 

natural teamwork of geese in flight were interspersed 

with photographs from the Class of 2004's residential 

program, class activities and sports events, among others, 

to poignantly bring home the bonds formed during the 

program. 

Further team spirit was on display later in the evening 

with a stylish dance performance - 'Victory' - by the 12 

Galz Band . Meanwhile, the lighter side of MBA life was 

highlighted in a hilarious take-off of the hotly competitive 

MBA scene by that 'other' MBA director Stiff Decay (also 

known as class member Gilbert Lee). 

As befits an 'Oscar' evening, awards were also on the 

agenda with categories for Best Presenter, Best Costume 

and Ms/Mr Charisma for best activity organizer. Other 

fun awards included Sleeping Beauty for the class snoozer, 



The Perfect Match for couples and Female and Male 

Killers for those deemed the most attractive classmates. 

Looking back at the uniformly high quality of organization 

and presentation, as well as the tremendous spirit of 

unity celebrated and generated at the dinner, Dr. DeKrey 

said: "The part-time Class of 2004 set a new standard 

for enthusiasm and bonding in their final class event." 

This was echoed by Chris Tsang: "The organizing 

committee, attendance, rundown, performances, awards 

presentation, decoration ... simply the best!" 

For the members of Class of 2004, the occasion also 

made a deep and lasting impression. "I was touched by 

my classmates' passion and team spirit," said Bonnie 

Lui . "It really was a memorable evening." • 

CoverSlorv 

Organizers' Recipe for Success 

If you want to round off your course by arranging 

a top-quality Graduation Dinner, the recipe is a year 

of planning ahead, a few sprinkles of ideas, a good 

financial controller, great executors and lots of 

committed classmates, according to committee 

members. 

Cammy Leung feels it is definitely time well spent. 

Participating in such events is a great way to form 

ties with other classmates and could be important 

to later career development, she said. "After all, 

what is the difference between B+ and B- when 

you apply for a job? Companies recruit people with 

degrees, they don't look at your transcripts . But in 

the future , you will always need help from other 

people either in a company or a particular field. 

That's why friendship and networking matter so 

much." 

Edith Lam added : "Quite a few on the program 

changed jobs with the help of other classmates. " 

Other advice from the organizing committee on 

maximizing the HKUST MBA experience ranged 

from t:Iusting classmates to managing time efficiently, 

communicating with the MBA Office whenever you 

have any suggestions and making friends with many 

different participants to learn about other cultures. 

There is also room for romance with at least three 

couples in the Class of 2004 meeting their match 

during the program. 

>8 
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That's What Friends Are For 
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Making a Real Difference 

"We had been curious - as new members of HKUST's MBA family - about the difference the MBA experience 

can make and to learn about the amazing Graduation Dinner which had created such a buzz and impressed 

even the pickiest of professors. We found that long after the interview finished, our minds were still centered 

on what had been said: about friendship, contribution to the group and the sense of community Yes! 

This is what MBA life is meant to be like. Let's study hard and party hard, make every moment count and 

learn from every experience. And let's make a difference. " 

Reporters Stella Tao, Leonard Zhang and Vivian Cui (FT - Year 1) on the impact of interviewing Graduation 

Dinner committee members 



Phoenix note: Maureen Kwok is the 

Executive Director of Canadian 

Imperial Bank of Commerce, World 

Markets in Hong Kong. She helped 

initiate the idea of raising funds to 

rebuild He Tao Yuan Primary School 

in Yunnan, China, as a graduation 

gift from EMBAs. 

EMIl in the Spotlight . 
• _,. I • *- l_. ... - , _ 

Chicken Soup for the 

MBA Soul 
By Maureen Kwok (KH04) 

J
ointly launched by the School of Business and 

Management at HKUST and Kellogg School of 

Management at Northwestern University only six years 

ago, the Kellogg-HKUST EMBA program was recently ranked 

sixth by Financial Times making it the highest ranked new 

programs in 2004. As the program targets senior executives 

with over 10 years' work experience, classes are characterized 

by enthusiastic discussions among students who take pleasure 

in sharing their rich experience. It also shows their insatiable 

thirst for self-development, a common characteristic among 

executives in this fast-growing region . 

Phoenix interviewed three past EMBA students who have 

achieved success in their careers through persistence and 

endurance. They all embrace the importance of self

development and below are some words of wisdom they 

would like to share with our readers: 

• As a breathing human being, you are capable of changing 

and growing. You can do anything you want to do and 

be anything you want to be. 

• Be positive and willing to improve yourself throughout 

your life. 

• Accept personal responsibility for your own growth . No 

one can do it for you. What you do today will determine 

your readiness for tomorrow. 

• Take time every day to do something for yourself . 

• The world is changing rapidly and you must learn to 

manage change to avoid obsolescence. 

• Never look back to the past - instead, focus on seizing 

the day. 

• Learn from other people 's experience rather than having 

to try everything for yourself. It shortens the time needed 

to learn. • 
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EMIl in the Spotlight 

CHARLES NG (KH03) 

T
o succeed in sales, you must first believe in your 

products. Little surprise, then, to find a most 

ardent Hong Kong supporter in Charles Ng, 

the head of the trade-related services division of InvestHK, 

the city's official promotion body. Charles's job is to be 

Hong Kong's super salesman, attracting companies from 

all four corners of the world to set up in the SAR. Being 

a native of Mauritius, Charles offers powerful, 

third-party appeal when selling Hong Kong 

overseas. His eyes light up enthusiastically 

when he talks about Hong Kong, the focal 

point of his career and his hometown 

for 12 years. 

"Hong Kong has so many 

outstanding qualities that are 

attractive to international 

companies," Charles said. 

"Where else in the world 

SAMUEL CHAN (KHOII) 
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N
othing lasts forever and change is the only 

certainty. This is what Sam Chan, executive 

director of Baleno in Greater China, believes. 

"If you have the heart, you can do anything ." 

With 1 0 years' work experience in IT 

but no background in retail and sales, 

Sam underwent a major career 

change when he took over 

fading casual apparel brand 

Baleno eight years ago. He 

started with two other 

partners and six stores in 

Hong Kong. With HK$280 

million sales this year, 

confidently expecting 

HK$300 million for next 

year, and an annual 

double-digit growth rate 

Head, Trade Related Services 
Invest Hong Kong, Government of HKSAR 

could you find a place like Hong Kong, now enhanced 

by the Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (CEPA) 

with the Mainland and with such a winning combination 

of free flow of capital, freedom of speech, rule of law 

and great geographical access to other key Asian 

markets? Choosing Hong Kong over its regional 

competitors as a business hub simply makes sense." 

Charles's ability to network led him to 

become the focal point of contact 

for his EMBA class. He currently 

serves as the president of the 

Kellogg Alumni Club in Hong 

Kong, and has been a key 

advocate of a tighter Kellogg

HKUST EMBA alumni 

community. • 

Executive Director 
Baleno Holdings Limited 



JUDY SHAM (KH04) 

T
he EMBA class of 2002 nurtured 

not only bright business minds but 

also enthusiastic educators. In 2002, 

noticing an apparent lack of interest in 

classical lite rature among Hong Kong 

children, Judy decided to take things into 

her own hands and founded her own 

publishing company, DG Press Limited. 

Without much help from her previous work 

EMIl in the Spotlight 

Director 
DG Press Limited 

Her first product, a comic book version of 

that household favorite Around the World 

in 80 Days, set out to rekindle Hong Kong 

children's interest in the classics. 

It took Judy more than a year's hard work 

to deliver her 'first baby'. "The comic books 

I produce have to be highly educational, 

of high quality, interesting and easy to read," 

experience in the paper business, Judy Judy emphasized . Her role as publisher demanded that 

learned the necessary 

sk ills, made the 

right connections 

with the likes of 

artists and editors, 

and grew herself 

to become Hong 

Kong's latest 

children comic 

book publisher. 

she pay the closest attention to detail on everything 

from the text and storyline to artwork and graphics. " I 

like to inject as much historical accuracy as possible into 

every character's costumes and every location that the 

Around the World story takes the reader to ." 

Since Judy was a child, she has dreamt of one day 

running her own business. Today, she has outdistanced 

her dream and made her passion for educating children 

her own, very personal business. • 

for the past six years, Sam's fashion empire now owns 13 

brand names and over 2,000 retail outlets in more than 200 

major cities in Greater China, Singapore and Thailand . "We 

are a small company, and yet we have the speed and flexibility 

to deliver timely, quality and cost-effective results. Keeping 

things simple is the key," Sam said, sharing his winning 

tactics and likening Baleno's story to that of Gap in the US. 

To Sam, doing business in China is the art of becoming a 

better person . 'Guanxi' is not something money can buy, 

but is earned through respect, sincerity and mutual 

understanding. "While most people find it difficult to survive 

in China with no rules being strictly observed, for me it 

means there is greater flexibility to make things happen 

through the right connections." Sam is committed to grow 

the China market where its 1.3 billion people will allow 

countless brands to coexist. "Even if we are just a second 

best-brand, there are still a variety of customer segments 

to tap. I am still a winner." • 
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Get Connected and Build · .. .fh-r. 
Your Alumni Network online! U 

Starting from January 15, 2005, the MBA alumni 

website (www.mbaalum.ust.hk) will become your 

one-stop-shop for the A-Z on HKUST MBA alumni! 

You will be given a username and password and granted 

access to alumni-only areas where you will find useful 

information and exclusive benefits! 

Here are some highlights and features of the website: 

1. Online Alumni Directory - Find your friends and make 

new contacts by searching for their names, graduation 

years, companies, industries and job locations in our 

alumni directory! 

2. Personal Profile Updates - Keep you r own information 

up to date, state your contact and activity preference, 

and choose how you would like your profile to be 

displayed in the alumni directory! 

3. News & Events - Read the latest news about alumni 

and the School and see who is in the news! Check 

out the event calendar and mark your diary 

for important events like class reunions, 

city seminars, and other social gatherings. 

You can also recall who attended parties 

by viewing the online photo album! 

4. Career - Track down our latest job listings 

or post your job openings to recruit HKUST 

alumni. View the online CV book or order a 

hardcopy. You will also find tips on writing a 

resume and managing an interview as well as 

links to additional resources. 

5. Lifelong Learning - Keep an eye on forthcoming 

enrichment workshops, executive education courses 

and speaker series . You can also access research 

journals written by faculty members. 

6. Get Involved - Sign up to become MBA ambassadors, 

guest speakers, mentors, career buddies, and get 

more involved in the alumni community. 

Of course, you will also find all Phoenix issues online! 

The website will be launched by the MBA Alumni 

Development Office. For further information, please 

email mbaalum@ust.hk or call 2358-8423. • 
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Update your Profile and 
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Win a BlackBerrv! 
From now till January 31,2005, visit www.mbaalum.ust.hk and login with 

your pre-assigned username and password. You will have a chance to win 

a BlackBerry 7230 handheld if you are the 28th, 128th, 328th, 528th, 728th 

alumni to update your information . --a:: BLackBerry. 
For more about BlackBerry, please contact Ms Daphne Lui at (852) 2116 8110 or visit 

http://dualband.three.com.hk/website/template ?pageid=d2331 O&/ang=eng 



Campus link 

MBA Alumni Achievement Award 

T
he HKUST Business School proudly presents the MBA 

Alumni Achievement Award, which was established in 

2004 to honor alumni who are preeminent in their fields 

and who have shown their support and commitment to the 

continued development of the School . These dedicated alumni 

are proven leaders who have succeeded in their career, personal 

life, business and have contributed to the community. They are 

MBA role models, who have demonstrated loyalty and lifelong 

friendship to the School, and have helped build its success at 

home and worldwide. The awards, which are by nomination, 

were presented at the 10th Graduation Anniversary Reunion From left: Edmund Ho, Josie Wong (on behalf of 
SC Liu), Dean KC Chan and Andy Yuen 

Dinner on November 6, 

2004. The winners for 2004 are Edmund Ho (94PT), SC Liu (94PT), Andy 

Yuen (94FT), Raymond Tse (94FT) and Kwan-Yee Hew (93FT) . 

Please refer to the 'MBA Alumni Achievement Award' leaflet for winners' 

profiles, or visit the MBA Alumni website at www.mbaalum.ust.hk. For 

further enquiries about the award, please contact mbaalum@ust.hk. • 

About HKUST MBA Alumni 
Life is a journey, and 

those with the unique HKUST MBA experience are able to stride ahead. 

We have over 2,300 alumni in 20 countries. 

Together, we form a R-I-C- community: 

Re un ion - we keep close contact with each other and rekindle our relationship with the School 

through annual reunion events. 

Internationa I Network - our diverse culture and worldwide mobility form a network 

of support and information-sharing on career, business opportunities and personal development. 

Conti n uous Lea rn i ng -we strive for excellence and seize every chance to make ourselves 

better in all aspects of life. 

ea rt - more importantly, we have a warm heart, and we care for our School, the community, and 

the future world . 

MBA Alumni Development Office 

Website: www.mbaalum.ust.hk Email: mbaalum@ust.hk 

> 14 



Team Spirit to the Fore vvith 
Launch of MBA Alumni Fund 

T
he MBA Alumni Fund was established in 2004 

by the founding graduates of the part-time MBA 

Class of 1994 as a 10th anniversary alumni gift 

to the Business School. The fund will be rolled over 

and used for the development of the Business School 

through enrichment of students' learning environment, 

research and industry project sponsorship, and faculty 

and teaching facility improvements . At the 10th 

Graduation Anniversary Reunion Dinner, Derek Chan 

(second from left), representative from the part-time 

'94 Class, presented a blank check to Victor Chan, 

MBAAA President, Dean KC Chan and Dr. Steve DeKrey, 

signifying the unlimited amount to be received . The class 

has contributed HK$18,000 to the Fund as seed money. 

"I would like to pay tribute to our MBA alumni who 

have initiated and supported the foundation of the MBA 

Alumni Fund . Their generosity and care for HKUST are 

most heartwarming, " said President Paul Chu, who 

attended the reunion dinner as the guest of honor. 

An MBA Alumni Fund Committee will serve in an advisory 

role regarding allocations from the Fund, which will be 

administrated by SBM. The Committee will be co-chaired 

by a representative from the School and an alumnus, 

with representatives from the MBA Alumni Association 

and/or other individual alumni . 

All donations are tax-deductible and donation forms are 

available from www.mbaalum .ust .hk . For further 

information, please contact the MBA Alumni 

Development Office at mbaalum@ust.hk. • 

Introducing the 16-Month Full-Time Program 
To be the best MBA program offering a strong focus on China, 
global content and student diversity to bridge East and West 

D
ean KC Chan, ISMT Prof. Albert Ha, MBA 

Program Director Dr. Steve DeKrey and nine 

other faculty members formed an MBA 

Committee in May 2003 to review and benchmark the 

HKUST MBA program with some of the other top 

programs in the world . To ensure that all voices were 

heard, the committee, which was chaired by Prof. Ha, 

invited students, alumni, staff and faculty members to 

participate through focus groups, online surveys, and 

interviews. 

As a result, changes are on their way. The full-time class 

will be enlarged to allow further internationalization, 

greater flexibility and more electives in the curriculum 

in order to meet students' evolving career and personal 

collaboration with businesses. Specifically, 

a new intensive 16-month full-time 

program will be launched in Fall 2005 . 

From then on, the overseas exchange 

and field study requirements will 

become optional, and new core courses 

on China, ethics and business plan 

development will be introduced. 

The review also saw the need to inject new energy into 

the program's international marketing effort. A new 

marketing team has been formed to participate in an 

MBA Tour around 18 cities worldwide with the theme 

"Meeting Global Challenges in Asia ". School 

representatives have been hired in Shanghai and Beijing 

needs. A larger program will also increase the program's to compete with local and overseas peer institutions for 

local and international visibility essential for closer prospective Mainland students. • 

> 15 

d 



nAnniversa 

T
he MBA Program has reached new heights with 111 alumni from 

inaugural classes marking their 10th graduation anniversary this 

year. The alumni were among the first participants when the program 

started in 1991 and their outstanding achievements since then have made 

significant and influential contributions to the community. The reunion dinner 

was held on November 6, 2004 at the American Club, Hong Kong, with 

President Paul Chu, Dean KC Chan, Prof. Yuk Shee Chan, Founding Dean 

of SBM, and Dr. Steve DeKrey, MBA Program Director as the guests of honor. 

The MBA Alumni Achievement Award presentations were made and the 

MBA Alumni Fund launched at the dinner. • President Paul Chu: "Key to our recent 
success and the many accolades we 
have won is the foundation laid in 

See also Campus Link - P.14-15 the early days, which should be 

See Phoenix Special Edition for more on the 10th Graduation Anniversary attributed to everyone of you here. " 

> 16 



Fly with the Dream 
- From the First Batch 
of Shenzhen Alumni 
By Jerry You (SZ01) youzhenyu@163.net 

T
wo years ago, 21 people met at HKUST's beautiful 

campus with a dream of the future and to begin 

their totally new student life in Shenzhen and 

Hong Kong. For the past two years, this special team 

have studied together, played together and shared their 

laughter and tears together. During this time, some left 

temporarily to pursue their aims in other countries; others 

switched jobs to find new opportunities. This year, when 

we returned to HKUST to celebrate the end of our studies, 

many things had changed . But the most important thing 

had not - our dream of the future. • 

Alumni-Giving Spirit 

Terry Leung (PT02) and wife Mavis Lee have 

generously donated a painting depicting HKUST 

scenery to their alma mater. They bought the picture 

at Prof. Pang-Hsin Ting and Ms. Chen Chi's Charity 

Exhibition earlier this year. Honorary Advisors of 

the Alumni-Giving Committee Dr. Hon-Kwan Cheng 

and Dr. Wah-Sum Lau received the miniature of 

the beautiful painting on behalf of the University 

at a reception . 

MBA Alumni Serve 
as Mentors 
Since 1999, the School of Business and 

Management has organized eight mentorship 

programs to pair up alumni and undergraduate 

business students. Among the 100 pairs formed 

this year, 44 were led by MBA and EMBA alumni . 

Albert CHAN FT99 Kenny CHUNG FT99 
Alex LEUNG PT94 Kevin LEUNG FT03 
Allen PO PT99 Kim Ming CHEUK PT03 
Ambrose NG FT9S Kitty CHONG PT03 
Arthur CHOW PT03 Larry LAI PT03 
Boro FUNG FTOO Lavin MOK FT96 
Bruce YOUNG PT94 Leo YUEN FTOO 
Calvin CHAN PT03 Nelson LAM PT9S 
Christine FUNG PT02 Previn WAN PTOl 
Daniel WONG FT03 Priscilla CHAU PT03 
Denny CHU PT03 Richard KWAN KH05 
Edwin LAI FT97 Rico CHIANG FT94 
Enoch TSUI PT99 Sean LIN PT03 
Frank CHEUNG FT97 Steffi MO FT03 
Harry KWONG FT96 Victor CHAN PT03 
Jacky CHEUNG PT03 Wai Cheung LEUNG PT94 
Jan LI PT02 Wai Chung FUNG PT94 
Jeremy LEE PT02 Wilson LEE PT99 
Jessie LAI PT99 Winnie WONG PT02 
Judy SHAM KH04 Winston SIU KH02 
Ka Wai CHAN FT03 YorkieWONG FT93 
Kalen TANG PT02 
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A Hong Kong Girl's Survival Story 
in Corporate Germany 
By Bora Fung (FTOO) bora.fung@alumni.u5t.hk 

A
fter questioning her decision to go abroad 

countless times, Belina Yip (PT-Year 2) finally 

set off on her trip to Frankfurt in early 2001 

to start her two-year life as an IT coordinator for her 

German employer. "I found the first three months the 

most difficult. Sometimes I cried at night and over the I realize that nothing is impossible. I know what I need 

weekends when I was by myself." to focus on, how to overcome obstacles, and when to 

be patient." 

Belina was also overwhelmed by the cultural differences. 

"For one thing, we always had discussions in the cafeteria 

and my colleagues worked in a casual style," she said. 

"While my American colleagues were very diplomatic, 

the European colleagues liked to communicate in a very 

straightforward manner." 

Nevertheless, a special event made this overseas working 

experience uniquely positive: Belina was chosen to attend 

a workshop designed to train talented employees to 

become future senior managers of the company. She 

was surprised to be picked because she thought being 

with the company for just one and half years would put 

her at a disadvantage when competing with other 

colleagues, some of whom had worked there for more 

than 10 years. "Since then, I have become more confident. 

Any tips for those who plan to work overseas? "First, 

try to secure your job before you get there! If hired 

locally, salary and allowances will be different, and the 

tax rate is so high that it takes away any salary increase. 

More importantly, remember that the world won't change 

for you, and that you have to change in order to fit the 

world," she said. • 

Phoenix note;' Belina Yip is currently a Business 

Development Director of Case Ware Hong Kong 

Limited, a company that offers audit automation 

and paperless audit solutions for accounting 

professionals. She can be reached at ybelina@yahoo. 

com. 

Winning Accounting Case 
at Bookstores 
Nelson Lam's (PT 98) award-winning accounting case on PCCW's acquisition 

of Hong Kong Telecom is now in a bookstore near you . Nelson was the 

Gold Prize winner of the first accounting case competition organized by 

the Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants (HKICPA), previously 

known as the Hong Kong Society of Accountants (HKSA), in 2001 and his 

case together with six other accounting cases have now been published 

in one of the society's latest books Accounting Cases in Hong Kong : the 

First HKSA Accounting Case Competition. 

For more information : www.cityu.edu .hklupress/pub_bookltextlHKSA.htm. 
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Zer ing in on My Goal 
By Gaurav Kapoor (FT02) kapoor -SJaurav@hotmai/.com 

A
UgUst 2000: MBA Orientation, Hong Kong . 

Four years later: Equity Research, New York 

City. A dream comes true. It has been a long 

way to this destination, a test of my determination and 

resilience. Life offers myriad options - we make choices 

which define our lives. In retrospect, I made risky choices, 

followed dreams, and trusted people - not always with 

rewarding results. 

I have always been ambitious but when I decided to 

pursue an MBA, I actually wanted to experience life, 

take a step back, be a little lazy, and recalibrate myself. 

I am thankful to HKUST for giving me the opportunity 

to do all that: I remember basking on an island during 

those bright sunny days with life in hand and dreaming 

New Grad Gains 

of taking a long shot. I found classes relaxing and I was 

certainly not after grades as I knew my potential. I 

wanted a system which encouraged creativity, originality 

and experimentation. It is the art of parlaying that makes 

a difference in life and living in Hong Kong taught me 

that. 

The HKUST MBA zeroed in my goal to equity research 

- a business that supports my contrarian view. It's about 

ground-breaking analysis and making a difference on 

Wall Street. To get here, I proved that it is not where 

you get your degree but the person that truly matters. 

I believe I could realize my dreams mainly because I was 

open to different cultures, persistent, never gave up on 

people and took risks. 

Success is not about making everybody happy. If 

somebody does not hate you, you're not making a 

difference, and I like to make a difference. To all those 

who want to make a difference: follow your instincts, 

and bend it like ------ (You know what I mean.) • 

Phoenix note: Gaurav Kapoor is originally from 

India. He joined Morgan Stanley in Hong Kong 

after graduation and worked at ABN AMRO in 

Singapore prior to his current position in New York. 

AmCham Award 

>- 79 

Congratulations to Jeremy Wong (FT04), who has gained the 

American Chamber of Commerce Charitable Foundation 

Scholar Award! This is an annual scholarship of HK$25,000 

awarded to a deserving full-time year two postgraduate 

student in recognition of his or her outstanding academic 

results, leadership ability, and active participation in extra

curricular and community activities. 
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Colorful Wine Tasting Night July 22, 2004 

ome 20 alumni had a great evening of wine 

tasting at DotCod, Central. Wine expert Angel 

Ng led the group in tasting three reds and three 

whites. Everyone departed with a red face and a 

satisfied smile - though, of course, some faces were 

redder than others. • 

See wine tasting notes in Leisure and Lifestyle - P. 25-26. 

Toastmaster Demo Workshop Oct 21,2004 

here was a full house to welcome Victoria 

Toastmasters Club guests who provided alumni 

with a demo of a regular Toastmaster meeting. 

Brian Hodgson, Club President, gave a presentation on 

'Impromptu Speaking Skills' and invited alumni to 

improvise speeches with table topics instantly assigned. 

Impressed by our high standard of presentation skills, 

Brian strongly recommended HKUST MBA to set up its 

own Toastmaster Club to further enrich and polish public-

speaking skills among our elite alumni base. • 

For more about Toastmaster Clubs in Hong Kong, please visit www.hongkong-toastmasters.org . 

If you are interested in helping to set up our own Toastmaster Club, please contact mbaalum@ust.hk. 
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Speed Ladies Seize Tvvo Champions 

Speed Ladies: (from left) Lilian, Jennifer, Wiwn, Lesley 

here was a prominent display of HKUST MBAs' 

mental and physical toughness in this year's 

Oxfam Trailwalker, which was held from 

November 5-7. Jennifer Ho (PT01 MSc), Lesley Kong 

(PT99), Lilian Leung (FT95) and Wiwin Leung (CS99) set 

a new record in the Education Category with 17 hrs 57 

mins, beating last year's record by HKU's team by one 

hour. The powered-up team also seized the top slot in 

the women's category arriving six hours ahead of the 

first runner-up! 

Congratulations to all Trailwalkers who demonstrated 

their persistence, determination, endurance, and most 

importantly, team spirit through the mutual support they 

gave each other in going through the hard times on the 

100km MacLehose Trail. Special thanks to all the support 

teams for the time spent planning for the event, waiting 

and staying awake throughout the night, cheering and 

walking with the tired teams, and supporting them till 

they crossed the FINISH line. This was definitely no easier 

task than that of the Trailwalkers. 

» 21 

HKUST MBAAA has participated in the Oxfam Trailwalker 

for six consecutive years since 1999 and won the 

Fundraising Award in the Education Category for the 

past three years . This year, we have raised $223,500 so 

far and we have a high chance of winning again. The 

result will be announced at the presentation ceremony 

which will be held on February 18, 2005 . 

To celebrate the great job done, Dr. Steve DeKrey invited 

all walkers and support teams to his home on campus 

for dinner on December 4. Thanks to Sean Lin (PT03) 

who produced the Trailwalker video recalling all those 

memorable moments. • 

No.1 Women's Open Category 

No.1 Education Category 

No. 30 Overall Ranking 

~CP8 
Finis~CP9 

oxfam trailwall<er' 
2004 * M. Sl1 IT 'ill 

~~li FINISH 
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Trailwalkers 2004 

Team 031 - Speed Ladies (17 hrs 57 mins) Team 033 - ABCD (25 hrs 50 mins) Team 035 - Mixed Challenges (40 hrs 42 mins) 
Jennifer Ho (PT01 MSc) Alice Chee (Friend of UST) JJ Haines (MBA Exchange 2004) 

Lesley Kong (PT99) * Ben Ko (PT- Year 2) KH Tham (Friend of UST) 

Lilian Leung (FT95) David Chan (Friend of UST) KM Chiu (PT01) 

* Wiwin Leung (CS99) Wai Chung Fung (PT94) * YC Lee (PT96) 

Team 032 - DreamWalkers (38 hrs 54 mins) Team 034 - JokeWalkers (37 hrs 30 mins) 
Charlotte Lee (Friend of UST) Akira Ho (PT- Year 2) 
Gerhard Trippen (PhD -Year 4) 

* Joseph Lam (PT04) 
Marco Chung (PT- Year 2) 
Ross Lam (PT- Year 2) 

* Team leader 

Miranda Chan (PT04) * Tim Ho (PT- Year 2) 
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Credit Suisse Wealth Management Dinner Talk 

redit Suisse Privilege invited over 50 MBA 

alumni and students to the 'Scale New Heights 

in Personal Finance' dinner seminar. At the 

event, distinguished guest speakers Mr. Alex Boggis, 

Director, Aberdeen International Fund Managers Ltd ., 

and Credit Suisse Research and Investment Manager 

Mr. Eddie Lee, a frequent financial newspaper 

columnist, shared their views on financial planning . 

An overview of the investment market and current 

economic situation was given, with a focus on Asia 

Pacific. This met with great response. • 

Bakery Class: Another Form of 
Experiential Learning 

Aug 26,2004 

hirty dessert enthusiasts made their 

own Chocolate Volcano and enjoyed 

eating it together with a set dinner after 

a bakery class jointly held by HKUST and CUHK 

MBA alumni associations. Thanks to a detailed 

explanation by Howard Ling, our guest chef, 

alumni were able to experience a new ELP 

(Experiential Learning Program) which was as 

exciting and practical as that taken at the 

beginning of the MBA program . • 

HKUST Staff and Alumni Join 
J)r3. y Ofl HOEFt !13.J[fJ 

ore than 40 staff and alumni cheered for the 

HKUST alumni dragon boat team at the Sai Kung 

District Dragon Boat Race . Those who paddled 

to bring the team into the final rounds included MBA alumni 

representatives Adrien Bradley (FT03), Andrew 

Ko (PT99), Cherry Li (FT-Year 2), Fred Mutto 

(FT03), Fung Wai Chung (PT94), Heidi Adick 

(FT03), James Yang (KH05), Jonathan Yip (PT02), 

Leo Yuen (FTOO), Madhu Motwani (FT-Year 2), 

Margaret Leung (PT97), Rickie Jia (FT-Year 2) 

and Wilson Lee (PT99). • 

June 22, 2004 
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An Exciting Year for MBAAA Exco 2004! 

Alvin Au (PT03), Treasurer 

Come and get something that the HKUST MBA program can't teach you! 

Flora Wai (PT03), Social Secretary 

I've had so much fun . I also had the privilege of working with great people in our MBAAA team. I am 

so proud of being part of the MBAAA! 

Joanna Wong (FT03), VP University Liaison 

Being an Exco member is simply an extension of my wonderful MBA life . 

Kitty Chong (PT03), VP Communications & PR 

Nothing is more rewarding than bringing new ideas to life. I've learned things that I didn't learn in school 

or at work. 

Lieny Hardiman (FT04), Webmaster 

It was a great chance for me to keep updated with the buzz of our alumni. 

Sean Lin (PT03), VP Internal 

Working with great people always means fun, high energy and personal growth. Did I also mention 

the beautiful girls and handsome guys sitting as fellow Excos? 

Last but not least, let's hear what our President has to say: 

Victor Chan (PT03), President 

What kept me motivated, especially when I was faced with all sorts of challenges this year, was my 

surprise birthday cake; the unexpected turnout at my company's grand opening; the shower of are-you

OK emails received after the passing of a beloved family member; the many jokes we shared during 

Exco meetings; the greetings from KC, Steve, and friends that began with "I reckon the Alumni Association 

has been very active this year .. . " 

Thank you everyone for your continuous support which has made it such a colorful year! 

~uJ " "~"£J.~ U"L . 
MBAAA AGM & Annual Dinner 

Date: Jan 22, 2005 (Saturday) 

Venue: The Grand Stage 

Address: 2/F Western Market, 323 Des Voeux Road, Central, Hong Kong 

Time: 7pm - Midnight 

Mark Your Calendar! 
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Food & Wine 

With thanks to Angel Ng, 
Wine 'N'Things (www.winenthingshk.com) 

REDWINE 
Wine 

Hunter's Pinot 

Noir 2002 

Maxwell Four Roads 

Shiraz 2001 

Ernest & Julio Gallo 

Sonoma County 

Zinfandel 2001 

Origin 

Marlborough, 

New Zealand 

McLaren Vale, 

South Australia 

California, USA 

Characteristics 

Plum, spice, cherry oak on the nose 

Ripe, plum, fleshy Pinot fruit with 

a soft round texture, fine tannins 

& moderate length flavors 

Medium-weight red wine 

with loads of flavor 

Deep purple hue & the bouquet 

has hints of violets & spice 

Soft and round with the Grenache 

component adding a touch of 

complexity & spice 

Exciting aromas of black pepper 

spice mingles with flavors of 

rich fruit such as black cherry 

Well-balanced structure & 

delicate notes of toasted oak add 

to its graceful finish 

Food Pairing 

Grilled pork loin 

Pasta with seafood 

Asian dishes such 

as Pad Thai noodles 

Grilled or roasted meats 

Pasta in red sauce 

Spicy Asian dishes 

such as Indian 

curry or Thai noodles 

Grilled chicken 

Roasted pork 

Roasted goose 

Homemade ravioli 

stuffed with 

spicy sausage 



WHITE WINE 
Wine 

Amberley Chenin 

Blanc 2003 

Grove Mill Sauvignon 

Blanc 2003 

Ernest & Julio Gallo 

Sycamore Canyon 

Chardonnay 2001 

Origin 

Margaret River, 

Western Australia 

Marlborough, 

New Zealand 

California, USA 

Characteristics 

Intense tropical fruit aromas 

of pineapple & Iychees combine 

elegantly with red apple & 

cinnamon must-like spice 

Fine clear herbaceous aromas, 

capsicum, kiwifruit and lime 

Good acids, well balanced, 

fresh & lively 

Medium-bodied, round & bright, 

with aromas of lemon that segue 

into richly satisfying flavors of 

citrus & crisp green apple 

Gently balanced with hints of oak 

Food Pairing 

Pasta dishes 

Grilled seafood 

Spicy Asian food 

like Thai noodles 

Summer salads 

Seafood dishes 

Grilled chicken with 

sauteed vegetables 

Pasta in a cream sauce 

Poultry 

Seafood 

Mild cheeses 

Homemade Recipe for Japanese Cheese Cake 
Ingredients: 

Cream Cheese 80g 

Egg Yolks 2 

Sugar 60g 

Corn Flour 1 + 1/2 tablespoons 

Milk 60g 

Egg Whites 2 

Flour 3 tablespoons 

Tartar Powder 1/3 teaspoon 

Tips: Add 1/2 lemon juice or 2 

tablespoons of green tea 

powder to enhance flavor. 

Instructions: 

1) Preheat oven to 180C 

2) Grease cake tin and line the 

bottom with paper 

3) Sieve the flour and corn flour 

together 

4) Melt the cream cheese with milk 

using a slow heat 

5) Whip egg yolks and 30g sugar 

till creamy white, add to cheese mix 

6) Add corn flour and flour into cheese 

mix, mix well 

7) Beat the egg white until foamy, add 

tartar powder 

8) Beat the remaining 30g sugar with 

the egg white, add sugar in 2-3 times 

9) Add the egg white into the cream 

cheese mixture a bit at a times 

10) Add water to the oven tray, bake 20 

minutes at 180C and 15 minutes at 

150C 

With thanks to Winnie Wong (PT02) 
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Where Bright Minds 
get Polished! 

.HKUST MBA Program I 

Share your experience 
and bring more to the family! 

As an alumnus of HKUST MBA, you can help: 

• refer your friends to our MBA program 

• inform them of the latest MBA admission events 

• share your own experience with MBA candidates 

Email mba@ust.hk to join us! 

Information Sessions 

Jan 13,2005 (Thu) 
19:00 - 20:30 
Admiralty 

Feb 26, 2005 (Sat) 
14:00 - 15:30 
HKUST Campus 

For registration, 
Visit our website NOW! 

~ 

www.bm.ust.hklmba W tl,~1·L§oI 


