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  Issue 13 September 2004 

Revised regulations governing 
credit transfer for PG programs  

Following the lifting of the minimum credit 
requirement for taught master’s programs by 
the Senate in December 2003, it had become 
possible for a student with relevant PG 
qualifications through credit transfer to earn 
another taught master’s degree at the 
University within a very short period of time.  
The repeated use of the same set of PG course 
credits to earn different PG awards would 
jeopardize the academic value of our taught 
master’s degrees.  To address this issue, 
Senate endorsed, at its June 2004 meeting, a 
tightening of the existing regulations 
governing credit transfer for PG programs.  
The revised regulations apply to all new 
student cohorts joining PG programs of the 
University from 1 July 2004: 

(a) Credits previously used to satisfy the 
requirements of other academic 
qualifications may not be transferred 
to a taught PG program. 

(b) An exemption to the stipulations in (a)  
above is that credits earned in 
postgraduate diplomas of the 
University that are connected with 
specific articulated taught master’s 
programs may be transferred to the 
intended taught master’s program, 
with the approval of the program 
coordinator. 

(c) Arrangements for credit transfer for 
research degree programs, i.e. MPhil 
and PhD, are exempted from the 
stipulations in (a) above. 

(d) Credits for transfer must be at Grade B 
or above. 

Two rounds of degree conferment  

Good news to students – to shorten the time 
gap between students’ completion of a 
program and the actual degree conferment, 
the University has introduced a second 
degree conferment date which is in 
April/May every year.  Students approved for 
graduation from the third week in October 
until one week prior to the degree conferment 
date in April/May will have their degrees 
conferred in April/May.  All other students 
whose graduation approval date falls outside 
the period mentioned above will have their 
degrees conferred at the November 
Congregation.  Students should note that 
there will not be an additional Congregation 
or any form of ceremony in April/May.  
Graduates who have their degree conferred in 
April/May will still attend their graduation 
ceremony at the November Congregation. 
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Deep collaboration of courses for 
RPgs 

In response to UGC’s call for “deep 
collaboration” and “maximization of the 
efficiency of the sector”, the three universities 
with a significant research role, i.e. CUHK, 
HKU and HKUST, have been exploring the 
possibility of some form of joint offering of 
courses for RPgs.  After a few rounds of 
discussion, the three universities have arrived 
at an agreement to jointly offer a small 
number of PG courses in the 2004/05 academic 
year.  Our Departments of Mathematics, and 
Physics are piloting the scheme by sharing PG 
courses with the two partner universities in 
the current semester.  Chemistry plans to join 
the scheme in Spring Semester. 

Plan your year ahead  

Do you plan to introduce new PG courses, 
new PG programs, or make changes to 
existing program curriculum?  The 
Committee on Postgraduate Studies (CPS) is a 
standing committee of Senate responsible for 
matters related to postgraduate studies.  
Faculty and colleagues may wish to refer to 
the following meeting schedules of CPS and 
Senate for preparing their submissions in the 
2004/05 academic year:   

CPS meets on … Senate meets on … 

Wed, 15 Sep 2004  Tue, 12 Oct 2004 

Wed, 17 Nov 2004 Wed, 8 Dec 2004 

Wed, 19 Jan 2005 Wed, 16 Feb 2005 

Wed, 16 Mar 2005* Tue, 12 Apr 2005 

Wed, 18 May 2005* Wed, 8 Jun 2005 

Wed, 6 Jul 2005*  

* Tentative  

To ensure timely approval by the University 
authority, schools should submit the duly 
endorsed proposals to the PG Secretariat of 
VPAAO at least two weeks before a CPS 
meeting is held. 

Road to Success in PG Studies –    
a forum for PG students 

On 13 October 2004, the Student Affairs Office 
and the PG Secretariat of VPAAO will co-
organize a forum for PG students entitled 
“Road to Success in PG Studies”.  All PGs are 
welcome to join.  More details will be 
announced through email in late September.  

Annual progress reports for RPgs 

The submission rate for the annual progress 
reports for RPgs has continued to improve 
this year.  Around 97% of the reports have 
been submitted to the Admissions, 
Registration and Records Office by late 
August.  The majority of the thirty-some 
students who have not submitted their 
reports are ones who are graduating this 
summer.  Only a handful of RPgs have 
requested an extension for report submission. 

When you need a helping hand …  

If you as a PG student have any grievance 
related to your studies or other personal 
matters that concern the University, there are 
well-established channels for you to voice 
your concern.  Please refer to Section 20 of the 
Handbook for Research Postgraduate Studies 
for details. 

 COMMENTS? 

This newsletter has been prepared by the 
PG Secretariat of the VP-AA Office.  
Feedback or suggestions on this newsletter 
can be emailed to pgsec@ust.hk.  

http://www.ust.hk/vpaao/pg/rpghandbook/index.html
mailto:pgsec@ust.hk

