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Lecture to Probe Complexities of Manaqing Marine Resources 

“Marine Biological Resources Management: Triangle Among Fishes, Marine 
Mammals and Human Beings” will be the topic of a free public lecture at the Hong 
Kong Science Museum, on Sunday, 20 December. Dr I-Hsun Ni, Senior Lecturer in 
the Biology Department of the Hong Kong University of. Science and Technology 
(HKUST), will be the speaker. The lecture will begin at 1 I:00 a.m. in the Lecture Hall 

.“. . . c of the Hong Kong Science Museum, 2 Science Rd, Tsimshatsui East. It will be given 
_- :.; ; . in English, with questions accepted in English or Mandarin, and the public is welcome. 

The management of marine biological resources is difficult because decisions 
must take into consideration the sometimes competing needs of different groups of 
people, as well as different organisms in the environment. The Newfoundland seal 
hunt is a good example of the complicated relationships involved. In this case, three 
human groups are involved: the general public, fisherman, and sealers; the issue is 
whether seals, as natural predators of fish, threaten the commercial fishing industry. 
On the one hand, the public seeks to conserve its natural resources, including 
populations of seals, but they also want to eat fish. Both fishermen and sealers want 
to earn a good livelihood. l 

In the lecture, Dr Ni will explain the various aspects of the controversy. Do 
seals eat a substantial amount of commercial fish? Are seals important vectors in the 
transmission of parasites in desired market fish stocks? Do seals interfere with fishing 
activity, including damaging fishing gear and catches? As a fisheries manager or a 
politician, what would be your decision for managing these biological resources for the 

!‘ --,’ benefit of all? -_ 
Dr Ni has more than twelve years experience directly involved with the dilemma 

of seal management in Newfoundland. Before joining HKUST in 1990, he was Section 
Head of Marine Mammals in Canadian government’s Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans. In that position, he was responsible for the management of the harp seals, 
and conducted numerous research projects on topics ranging from population 
dynamics to interaction between seals and commercial fish. Dr Ni was born in 
Jiangsu, China. He received his BS and MS from National Taiwan University and his 
PhD in Fisheries Biology and Management from the University of British Columbia. 

Direct enquiries to the Office of Public Affairs, telephone 3584316. 


