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New Multimedia Courseware
Promotes IT Education 
New web-based courseware that will supplement classroom and
textbook learning with information technology (IT) tools has been
developed by the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
in collaboration with 10 secondary schools. The new courseware is
designed to help Form 4 and 5 students who are preparing for public
examination in computer studies. 

The first of its kind in Hong Kong, the courseware is available on a
CD-ROM that will be distributed free to secondary schools, and on
the World Wide Web at http://www.courseware.ust.hk. 

"The introduction of the courseware marks a milestone in our efforts
to enhance the use of information technology in education. It will
serve as a model for developing courseware in other subjects, such as
Mathematics and Physics, for primary and secondary schools," says
Dr T. C. Pong, reader of computer science at HKUST. 

The courseware is inventive, interactive and multilingual. It includes
standard course materials augmented with multimedia learning aids in
the form of sounds, images, videos and animation to help students
understand difficult concepts. Students can choose a Chinese or
English interface and can listen to lectures in Cantonese, Putonghua
or English. No prior experience with computers is assumed. 

The courseware is modified on a web-based instructional system
designed for an introductory computer course by a group of third-year
students at HKUST in 1995. 

It will be formally introduced and demonstrated to reporters and
secondary-school representatives on 24 August, 1998. Details of the
event are as follows: 

Date: Monday, 24 August 1998
Time: 2:30 pm
Venue: Rm 2130 (via lift 19), Cyberspace Center, HKUST,
Clearwater Bay, Kowloon

Note to Editors:
Direct your inquiries to the Department of Computer Science at
2358-7000, or to Ms Jacky Tsang of the Public Affairs Office at
2358-6306, or email pamedia@ust.hk.
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