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UNIVERSITY SCIENTISTS AID BIOTECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY

A cost-effective way to produce a skin-growth protein will soon be incorporated into
the manufacture of skin care products, thanks to the joint efforts of TianShenTang
(Holdings) Limited, a local company, the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
and the Industry Department.

Francis Ho, JP, director-general of the Industry Department, will officiate at a signing
ceremony to be held at HKUST on 2 December.

With support from the Industry Department, Drs Wan Keung Wong, Raymond S. C.
Wong and James Hackett of HKUSTÕs Biochemistry Department successfully developed a
cost-effective way to mass produce a proteinÐÐcalled human epidermal growth factor
(hEGF)ÐÐthat can stimulate new growth in skin, intestinal and corneal surfaces. It can be
used to help treat wounds, burns, ulcers and corneal damage.

ÒThe only problem facing the commercial application of hEGF in the past was its high
production cost.  Using a recombinant DNA technology, we can now produce large
quantities of the protein at a cost that is four to five times lower than current market price,Ó
said Dr Wan Keung Wong, principal investigator of the project.

ÒMore than ever before, the ability to successfully translate developed technologies
into commercially viable products, is dependent upon the close collaboration among
professionals in academic, government and industry,Ó said Prof Nancy Y. Ip, director of
HKUSTÕs Biotechnology Research Institute (BRI) and associate dean of Science. She added,
ÒBRI, through charitable donation from the Hong Kong Jockey Club, has played an important
role in the development of a solid research infrastructure within the university as a means to
support cutting-edge science.Ó

Details of the ceremony are as follows:

Date: Wednesday, 2 December 1998
Time: 2:30 pm
Venue: Foyer, 7/F, Academic Building (via lifts 13-15)

HKUST, Clear Water Bay, Kowloon
Officiating Guest:  Francis Ho, JP, director-general of Industry Department

Note to Editors:
Direct your inquiries to Ms Jacky Tsang of the Office of Public Affairs at 2358-6306, or email
pamedia@ust.hk.


