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S afety in Laboratories 

As a University which 

emphasizes on science and 

technology, it is natural that we 

have laboratory work that 

involves hazardous materials or operations which are 

potentially dangerous. However, these risks can be 

managed and controlled to a low and acceptable level 

if sufficient attention and effort are given. In this 

regard, we rely upon faculty supervisors involved in 

laboratory work to ensure that: 

l work performed in laboratories are adequately 

planned; 

l personnel working in the laboratories are 

adequately trained; 

l safe work procedures are practised; and 

l the laboratory environment and equipment are 

safe. 

This is of particular importance at HKUST since with 

the integrated building design, problems encountered 

in one laboratory can impact those working in nearby 

areas. 

To help maintain a safe work and study environment, 

we have established the Safety & Environmental 

Protection Office (SEPO) to assist all staff members 

and students concerned in the implementation of the 

safety programmes and in meeting the responsibilities 

of ensuring that our campus is safe for work and 

study. 

been fortunate that none of these incidents resulted in 

more serious injuries or property loss. But some of 

the incidents could have easily caused unwanted 

press attention reinforcing the misconception of the 

public that this University is an unsafe place to work 

and study. (The following tables show that our record 

is actually much better than many UK universities.) 

We wish to maintain the safety awareness of the 

entire faculty and to emphasize the accountability for 

incidents/accidents. The SEPO has been requested 

to modify the incident report form to include the name 

of the faculty supervisor responsible for the operation 

of the laboratory where the incident occurred. My 

office will compile the data and transmit the reports to 

the relevant Deans and Department Heads twice a 

year for information. They may solicit SEPO’s further 

input on the safety attitude and performance record of 

those faculty members reported as factors in the 

academic review process. 

Causes of Work- and Studv-Related Accidents in 1996 

I Causes I No. of Staff I No. of Student 

Chemical Burn 1 

Fall of Person 1 

Falling Object 3 

Foreign Object in Eye 3 

Hand Tool 4 

Heat Burn 1 

Machinery 1 

I I 

1 

Manual Handling 5 

Miscellaneous 1 

Thanks to the diligence of faculty supervisors and 

SEPO staff, we did not have any major incidents that 

caused severe injuries in the past year. However, 

there had been quite a number of incidents that 

caused minor injuries, flooding, or equipment damage. 

Most of them can be attributed to the lack of adequate 

hands-on training of students and research staff, or 

the lack of proper supervision by faculty. We have 
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Staff and Student Work- or Study-Related Accident Rates 

Year 1993 1994 1995 1996 

Staff Accident Rate 8.0 14.2 15.5 13.9 

per 1000 at Risk* 

Student Accident 1.6 0.7 1.1 0.8 

Rate per 1000 at 

Risk** 

* Average rates for about 60 UK universities are 6.2, 66 and 57 

for 1993, 1994 and 1995. 

l * Average rates for about 60 UK universities are 5.1, 5.3 and 

4.7 for 1993, 1994 and 1995. 

Shain-Dow Kung 
Vice-President for Academic Affairs 

May 1997 

Prof. Philip Chan has been appointed Head of 

Electrical and Electronic Engineering, concurrent with 

his appointment as Professor of Electrical and 

Electronic Engineering, with effect from 1 April 1997. 

Prof. Shiu-Yuen Cheng has been appointed Associate 

Dean of Science (to replace Prof. Grafton Hui), 

concurrent with his appointment as Head and 

Professor of Mathematics, from 1 June 1997 to 31 

May 1998. 

From 1 March 1997 to 30 April 1997, the University 

had extended 38 academic appointment offers. As of 

30 April 1997, 21 appointees accepted, 4 declined, 

and 13 had not replied. 

From 1 March 1997 to 30 April 1997, the UASC had 

reviewed 7 senior appointments, 4 substantiation 

cases, 1 promotion case, and 6 cases for 

substantiation and promotion. 

School of Science (3) 

Department of Biochemistry 

Dr. Zhengkai XU 

Vis Scholar, Ph.D. University of Kentucky 

Department of Mathematics 

Prof. Mu MU 

Vis Professor, Ph.D. fudan University 

Dr. Yongbin RUAN 

Vis Associate Professor, Ph.D. University of California, 

Berkeley 

School of Engineering (5) 

Department of Chemical Engineering 

Dr. John PORTER 

Vis Scholar, Ph.D. University of Bath 

Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering 

Dr. Gino Tu CHENG 

Vis Assistant Professor, Ph.D. University of California, 

Berkeley 

Department of industrial Engineering & Engineering 

Management 

Mr Siu Kam CHAN 

Part-time Lecturer, BA University of Hong Kong 

Department of Mechanical Engineering 

Dr. Hui NA 

Vis Scholar, Ph.D. Jilin University 

Dr. Jinliang XU 

Vis Scholar, Ph.D. Xian Jiaotong University 

School of Business and Management (3) 

Department of Management of Organizations 

Prof. Charles B. PERROW 

Vis Professor, Ph.D. University of California, Berkeley 

Department of Marketing 

Prof. Gerald ALBAUM 

Vis Professor, Ph.D. University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Prof. Charles WEINBERG 

Vis Professor, Ph.D. Columbia University 

Note: From time to time, short-term visitors are appointed by 

the University to he/p keeping the academic community 

updated on current developments in the academic arena and 

maintain a constant flow of talents. This small pool of visitors is 

at about 70% of our faculty strength 
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