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  Issue 8         February 2002 

Introducing Three-Point PGS 
Rates in 2002/03 

In view of changes made by sister 
institutions to their PGS rates in recent years 
and the budget situation the University now 
faces, AA Management has decided to 
introduce differential PGS rates beginning 
Fall Semester, 2002/03. The new rates will 
be $14,500, $15,000 and $15,500 a month. 

For RPgs admitted in the 2002/03 academic 
year, their PGS rate is expected to be 
HK$14,500 a month in their first year of 
study. RPgs admitted before the 2002/03 
academic year should continue to receive the 
flat PGS rate of $15,500 until they complete 
their current program of study. 

Although the University is making a 
downward adjustment of the PGS rates, the 
new rates are still very competitive 
compared to those of HKU and CUHK and 
most others.  
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The Terms and Conditions of Postgraduate 
Studentships (PGSs) 2002/03 have been 
distributed to departments in late January. 
An online version, in PDF format, is available 
at http://www.ust.hk/~webaa/pgsec/rpg.html. 

Interested in Speaking out for 
Your Fellow Students on CPS? 

The Committee on Postgraduate Studies 
(CPS) is a standing committee of Senate 
whose role is to advise and make 
recommendation to Senate on policies and 
regulations governing postgraduate studies. 
It also acts on behalf of Senate, to monitor 
and review procedures as well as address 
quality assurance matters relating to 
postgraduate studies. Members on CPS 
include representatives from the four 
schools and the Students' Union. 

To help reflect the needs and views of 
postgraduate students from the four Schools, 
Senate approved an increase in the number 
of student representation on CPS from one 
to four members beginning Fall Semester, 
1998/99, with one postgraduate 
representative from each of the four Schools. 
As of February 2002, there is only one 
student member on CPS from the School of 
Engineering. The Students’ Union has had 
difficulty in finding PG students willing to 
serve on CPS. If you are a PG student from 
SSCI, SBM or SHSS and wish to seize this 
good opportunity to represent your fellow 
students on the Committee, please email the 
Academic Affairs Secretary of the Students’ 
Union at su_union@stu.ust.hk. 
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Regulations Governing 
Postgraduate Credit-Bearing 
Diploma Programs 

At the 59th meeting held on 5 February 2002, 
Senate endorsed the following new 
regulations governing postgraduate credit-
bearing diploma programs recommended by 
the Committee on Postgraduate Studies 
(CPS). 

General admission requirements – 
Applicants seeking admission to a graduate 
diploma or a professional diploma program 
should have obtained a bachelor’s degree 
from this University or a recognized 
institution, or an approved equivalent 
qualification; and satisfied the school and 
department concerned as to their fitness as 
well as their English ability to pursue 
postgraduate study. 

Minimum credit load requirement 
of graduate and professional 
diploma programs – The minimum 
credit load of graduate diploma programs is 
15 credits, and that for professional diploma 
programs is 8 credits, both referring to 
postgraduate level work. 

Normative and maximum duration 
of study – The professional diploma is an 
integral part of the graduate diploma of the 
same generic title and area of study. The 
normative length of study for the part-time 
professional diploma program is one year, 
whereas that for the part-time graduate 
diploma program is a year and a half. The 
maximum period of study for the part-time 
graduate diploma is three years, and that for 
the part-time professional diploma is two.     

Number of undergraduate credits 
at the 300-level to be counted 
toward program requirement – 
Students on graduate diploma programs may 
use    a   maximum    of   three    credits    of    

  

approved undergraduate courses  at  the  
300-level  for   postgraduate credit, whereas 
those on professional diploma programs are 
not allowed to use any undergraduate 
courses for postgraduate credit. Individual 
programs may have tighter rules on the 
transfer of undergraduate credits to 
postgraduate programs. 

Study load – The normal study load for 
the part-time graduate diploma and 
professional diploma programs is six credits 
for each semester. The maximum load is 
eight credits per semester.   

Credit transfer – Subject to the 
approval of the major department or 
program office, all credits earned from a 
professional diploma program offered by 
the University may be transferred to a 
related graduate diploma or degree program 
of the University. As the duration of a 
diploma program is relatively short, students 
on postgraduate diploma programs must 
submit their application for credit transfer to 
the program offering office within the first 
month after admission.   

Deadline for Incomplete (I) grade 
conversion – The Incomplete (I) grade 
given to students on graduate diploma and 
professional diploma programs must be 
converted to a regular grade within one 
month from the last day for grade reporting 
for courses, which is normally the sixth 
working day from the last day of 
examinations for the rest of the courses.  
Otherwise it is converted to F. 

Doing A Great Job? Write to Us! 

Any good news and outstanding 
achievements to share with your fellow 
students? Send your write-up to 
pgsec@ust.hk. It may appear in the next 
issue of the PG UPDATE! 
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Graduation Arrangements for 
Graduates of Graduate Diplomas 
and Professional Diplomas  

Subsequent to Senate’s establishment of a 
framework for postgraduate non-degree 
qualifications, post-graduation logistics for 
graduate diploma (GD) and professional 
diploma (PD) graduates, as well as the 
design of the graduate diplomas and 
professional diplomas have been established 
as follows:   

 Similar to graduates of postgraduate 
degree programs, ARRO will issue an 
interim certification letter of award to 
graduates of the GD and PD programs 
after the Committee on Postgraduate 
Studies (CPS) has approved their 
graduation. 

 Graduates of the GD and PD programs 
do NOT participate in the Congregation 
of the University.    
 Graduate diplomas and professional 

diplomas will be issued in two batches 
every year – once in April/May and once 
in October/November. 

Learning Your Rights & 
Responsibilities 

Do you know what you need to do to fulfill 
your program requirements? How can you 
save money by registering as a quarter-time 
research postgraduate student? What do you 
need to know about program and course 
registration procedures? How long can you 
stay in your current program of study? How 
do you prepare your thesis … 

There are official sources to the above 
questions when you need answers that you 
can refer to, e.g. the Academic Calendar and 
the  Academic  Programs  Manual.  Visit the  

homepage of the PG Secretariat regularly to 
check what’s new.  

Implementation of New Programs 

In discussions of new program proposals, 
Senate has expressed concern about whether 
sufficient resources were available to 
support the launching of the programs at the 
level of quality commensurate with the 
stature of the University. In principle, Senate, 
as the supreme academic body, is 
empowered to make decisions on the 
academic merits of program proposals. 
Resource allocation related to the launching 
of new programs, however, is a Management 
decision. The concern about resource 
implications is understandable as a new 
program, once approved by Senate, will be 
implemented in a manner consistent with 
the standards implicit in the Senate approval.  

To address Senate’s concerns, AA 
Management submitted an information 
paper to Senate in June 2001 regarding the 
implementation of new programs. The 
policy and procedures on the approval of 
resources and manpower for program 
implementation and admission to new 
programs are available at Section AA24 of 
the Academic Programs Manual. 

 

 
 
FROM THE PG SECRETARIAT 

This newsletter has been prepared by the 
PG Secretariat of VP-AA Office. If you 
have any feedback or suggestions on this 
newsletter, please contact Vincent Cheung at 
aackc@ust.hk or Katherine Wong at 
aakwong@ust.hk.  
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