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  Issue 11       October 2003 

Departments to plan 
submissions to CPS  

From time to time, schools and 
departments may have plans to introduce 
new PG programs and courses or make 
changes to existing ones. To help 
colleagues schedule their submissions to 
the Committee on Postgraduate Studies 
(CPS) and to the Senate in a timely 
manner, the meeting dates for both 
committees for the 2003/04 academic year 
are now provided below.   

CPS meets on … Senate meets on … 
Fri, 19 Sep 2003  Tue, 14 Oct 2003 
Wed, 19 Nov 2003 Wed, 10 Dec 2003 
Wed, 14 Jan 2004 Tue, 10 Feb 2004 
Wed, 17 Mar 2004* Wed, 14 Apr 2004 
Wed, 12 May 2004* Tue, 8 Jun 2004 
Wed, 7 Jul 2004*  

* Tentative  

The meeting dates for CPS for Spring 
Semester, 2003/04 have yet to be 
confirmed, depending on the teaching and 
class schedules of members for that 
semester.  To ensure timely approval by 
the University authority, schools should 
submit the duly endorsed proposals to the 
PG Secretariat of VPAAO at least two 
weeks before a CPS meeting is held.   

As of 24 September 2003, the membership 
of CPS is as follows: 
 

Chairman: 
Prof Shu Ming NG (ISMT) 

 
Member and Secretary, ex-officio: 

Prof T. C. PONG (AVP-AA(PG)) 
 
Members: 
Science – 

Prof Wan Keung WONG (BICH) 
Prof Yong XIE (BIOL) 

Engineering –  
Prof Zongjin LI (Assoc Dean) 
Prof Mordecai J. GOLIN (COMP) 

Business & Management – 
Dr Steven J. DEKREY (Assoc Dean) 
Prof Kevin CHEN (ACCT) 

Humanities & Social Science – 
Prof Barry V. SAUTMAN (SOSC) 
Prof John Z. MA (SOSC) 

DARR, ex-officio – Mr Robert BRASHEAR 
One postgraduate student each from the 
four schools – 

Science – Vacant 
Engineering – Vacant 
Business & Management – Vacant 
Humanities & Social Science – Vacant 
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New measure for RPg annual 
progress report submission  

In the preliminary report on the Second 
Round of Teaching and Learning Process 
Review (TLQPR) Exercise, the Research 
Education Sub-Panel of UGC commented 
favorably on the use of the annual 
progress reports for research postgraduate 
students (RPgs).   

Following the introduction of the new 
measure which enables departments or 
program offices to disallow the continued 
registration of RPgs who fail to submit 
their annual progress report by the 
stipulated deadline of 30 June, the 
Admissions, Registration and Records 
Office (ARRO) reports that there has been 
a significant improvement in the return 
rate of the report forms this year.  Of the 
992 RPgs, 971 have returned their annual 
progress report, reflecting a 97.9% return 
rate.  Among the 21 students who failed to 
submit their report on time, nine 
graduated in July, five took their thesis 
examination in July and August, six 
discontinued their study in the current 
semester, and one transferred to a taught 
master’s program.   

The Associate Vice-President for 
Academic Affairs (Postgraduate Studies & 
Academic Research) wrote to department 
heads in late September requesting for 
follow-up action to be taken on 31 RPgs 
who have been reported to have made 
little progress or performed 
unsatisfactorily in the past academic year.  
A summary report will be prepared and 
submitted to the Committee on 
Postgraduate Studies at its November 
meeting.   

Talk to the right person when 
you need help 

If a PG student has any grievance about 
his program, thesis research, study or 
supervision arrangements, channels are 
readily available to help him/her settle 
his/her grievance and alleviate his/her 
concerns. 

When a PG student encounters any 
difficulty or has any concern that he/she 
feels should be conveyed to or discussed 
with the University, the first stop should 
normally be the PG coordinator or 
Program Director.  If this does not work 
or is not appropriate for some reason, the 
next level for voicing grievance is to the 
head of the department.  If the issue 
cannot be settled satisfactorily in the 
department, the student may approach 
the Associate Dean of the school 
responsible for postgraduate studies for 
advice.  In the event that the issue still 
cannot be resolved within the school, the 
next stop is the Associate Vice-President 
for Academic Affairs (Postgraduate 
Studies & Academic Research) who 
represents the Vice-President for 
Academic Affairs on PG matters.  If the 
issue-in-question involves existing 
academic policies, the matter may be 
referred to the Committee on 
Postgraduate Studies or Senate for 
consideration. 

In general, if the grievance is of a personal 
nature, the student is highly advised to 
talk to a student counselor of the Student 
Affairs Office for advice.  
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Release of the Handbook for 
RPgs 2003-04 

Are you new to HKUST?  Welcome on 
board!  Been here for some time?  Stay 
close with us!  We would like to greet you 
with a comprehensive guide published in 
late July – Handbook for Research 
Postgraduate Students 2003-04.  It aims at 
helping RPgs understand their rights and 
responsibilities, and the procedures 
related to various aspects of research 
studies from admission through 
graduation.   It also serves as a useful 
reference for faculty members who may 
need to advise RPgs on procedural 
matters concerning research studies at the 
University.   

Still haven’t got your own copy?  Ask for 
one from your department now.  An        
e-version is also available at the 
homepage of the PG Secretariat. 

Apart from the Handbook for RPgs, PG 
students are strongly advised to acquaint 
themselves with the regulations 
governing PG studies at the University 
through other official sources including 
the Academic Calendar and the Academic 
Programs Manual.    

TPg intake ceased to receive 
funding from UGC in 2004-08 

As foreshadowed in the previous issue of 
PG UPDATE, the University had been 
advised that all existing UGC-funded 
taught postgraduate (TPg) programs of 
HKUST have been scheduled for 
conversion to self-financing beginning the 
2004/05 academic year and finishing 
within the 2005-2008 triennium.  UGC will 
cease to support the student intake of the 
following TPg programs of the University 
in 2004-08: 

 
 

Year new 
intake that 
will cease to 
be funded 
by UGC 

Program & mode of study  

MA in China Studies (PT) 
MA in Humanities (PT) 
MA in Social Science (PT) 
MSc in Chemical Engineering (PT) 
MSc in Civil Engineering (PT) 
MSc in Computer Science (FT & PT) 
MSc in Economics (FT) 
MSc in Electrical & Electronic 
Engineering (PT) 
MSc in Financial Analysis (PT) 
MSc in Industrial Engineering & 
Engineering Management (PT) 
MSc in Information Systems 
Management (FT & PT) 
MSc in Investment Management 
(PT) 

2004/05 

MSc in Mechanical Engineering (PT) 
MA in China Studies (FT) 
MA in Humanities (FT) 
MA in Social Science (FT) 
MSc in Chemical Engineering (FT) 
MSc in Civil Engineering (FT) 
MSc in Electrical & Electronic 
Engineering (FT) 
MSc in Environmental Engineering 
(FT & PT) 
MSc in Environmental Science (FT 
& PT) 
MSc in Industrial Engineering & 
Engineering Management (FT) 
MSc in Mathematics (FT & PT) 
MSc in Mechanical Engineering (FT) 

2005/06 

MSc in Physics (FT & PT) 
2006/07 MSc in Materials Science and 

Engineering (PT) 
MSc in Bioengineering (FT & PT) 
MSc in Biotechnology (FT & PT) 

2007/08 

MSc in Materials Science and 
Engineering (FT) 

(Cont’d on p.4) 
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(Cont’d from p.3) 

Continuing students of the above 
programs will continue to be funded by 
UGC for the nominal duration of their 
study.  Despite the phasing-out of the 
UGC-funded TPg programs, the 
University is obliged to meet the 
enrollment target agreed by the UGC for 
the current triennium, which ends in 2004. 

AVP-AA(PG) and staff from the PG 
Secretariat will meet with deans and 
representatives of the four schools shortly 
to discuss how the phase-out plan should 
be implemented to ensure smooth 
transition. 

Simplified process to obtain an 
entry permit to study in Hong 
Kong 

Students from Mainland China should 
note that new procedures for obtaining an 
entry permit have come into effect from 
mid-July 2003.  Mainland students 
undertaking full-time studies in tertiary 
institutions in Hong Kong will now travel 
to Hong Kong SAR using the Exit-entry 
Permit for Traveling to and from Hong 
Kong and Macau (往來港澳通行証) issued 
by their local Public Security Bureau (公安

局 ).  The Admissions, Registration and 
Records Office (ARRO) of the University, 
on receiving the duly-signed acceptance 
letter and the completed entry permit 
application returned by the student and, if 
applicable, the appropriate tuition fee 
deposit, will apply to the Hong Kong 
Immigration Department for the issuance 
of an entry permit on behalf of the student.  
The entry permit, in the form of a sticker 
label, once sent to ARRO by the Hong 
Kong Immigration Department, will be 
posted to the student concerned.  The 
student  should then take the entry permit 

label (進入許可標籤) to the appropriate 
Public Security Bureau (公安局) for the 
Exit-entry Permit for Traveling to and 
from Hong Kong and Macau (往來港澳通

行証) to be issued.   

This new process will significantly 
shorten the time Mainland students need 
to obtain the necessary travel documents 
to come to Hong Kong.  It is anticipated 
that the entire process will now take about 
8 to 10 weeks (compared to 3 to 5 months 
previously). 

Cours sans frontières 

Taking courses outside HKUST has now 
become a reality!  With the blessing of the 
Heads of Universities Committee, starting 
September 2003, HKUST RPgs may take 
PG courses at CityU, CUHK, HKBU, HKU, 
LU and PolyU.  The PG course sharing 
scheme for RPgs aims to enhance the 
opportunities for RPgs to have access to 
courses and expertise at sister UGC 
institutions in Hong Kong.  In the current 
semester, 15 HKUST RPgs have 
successfully registered for PG courses 
offered by sister institutions.  HKUST has 
taken on 11 RPgs from other institutions 
to attend various PG courses of the 
University.  

Interested? Check for details at: 
http://www.ab.ust.hk/arr/pgcourse_sha
ring.htm.  

FROM THE PG SECRETARIAT 

This newsletter has been prepared by
the PG Secretariat of the Office of the
Vice-President for Academic Affairs.  If
you have any feedback or suggestions
on this newsletter, please send an email
to pgsec@ust.hk.  
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