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Red Bird . 

A NEWSLETTER FOR RESIDENTS AT 
THE HONG KO NG UN IUE RS ITY OF 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY -_-

Welcome to Issue No. 12 - that makes it 
an even dozen issues. What have we got 
to show for it? Over the past 16 months 
HONG NIAO has given us:-

ARTICLES: A place for people to tell others of 
their experiences. 
REl\flNDERS & TIPS: What not to forget and 
what should be known. 
FOOD: Where to buy it and where to eat it. 
SHOPPING AND SERVICES: What is available 
and where to obtain it. 
CULTURE: Insights into the Chinese culture and 
the cultures of others. 
ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS: What is on and 
where it is. 
BUS TRIPS: Where they are going, and when. 
NEWS: What is happening and why. 
FORUM & ADVOCACY: A place for people to 
air and share their concerns . 

. BUYING, SELLING & GIVE-AWAY: A place 
· where you can off-load or on-load bits and pieces. 
EMPLOYMENT: Who is seeking employment 
and who is available. 
WORTHWHILE CAUSES: Who wants 
assistance and how to give it. 
SAFE ENVIRONMENT: How best to achieve it 
and how to contribute to it. 
BOOKS: What are available, what is thought of 
them, and how to get them. 

lssue No. 12 April, 1994 

For those new to HONG NIAO (and there 
are many: circulation has just reached 300 
homes - that's about double what it was 
this time last year) we would like you to 
know that this is one of the most popular 

publications on campus. ALL of us 
have made it so. We rely on the 

contributions that are sent in by YOU, 
the resident. We should be proud of our 
University - it has given us all so much. 

Let's not 
just sit here ... 
Why don't we 
contribute 
something? 

Lets give something back to those who 
have played a part in making it so ~reat! 

11~PPY ePtsteR! 
Now I must fly -

Editor 



This is your opportunity to tell us 
about anything that affects our 
communitv. 

De.ar HONG NIAO Editor, 

BORED/UNSUPERVISED KIDS CAN 
DAMAGE HKUST PROPERTY 

Residents have noted an increase in the 
amount of damage to residential areas that 
appears to be caused (after school or on 
weekends) by bored and unsupervised 
kids . . This damage includes: the ripping 
up of plants; the pulling of flowers and 
fruits from shrubs; the taking down of 
typhoon supports from trees; the pouring 
of soft drinks down children's slides; the 
dumping of mud on picnic tables and 
benches, etc. 

It's just 
normal 
high 
spirits 

Yes, but Jet's 
cl7anne/them in 
the right direction 

What are the possible causes of this 
behavior? First, I would suggest that 
parental supervision and/or education 
seem to be lacking. If you are allowing 
your children to play outside by 
themselves, then please speak to them 
about respect for other people's property 
and our community. If you have Helpers 
watching smaller children outside, then 
please explain to them about the children 
not picking flowers, pulling up plants, etc. 
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Second, it seems obvious that the children 
are bored. So what kinds of activities here 
on campus are available for children after 
school? There is a Table Tennis table in 
Tower 1 on the first floor. There is a 
Basketball court near the parking lot (are 
balls available?). Swimming will begin 
soon. But obviously these facilities are 
not sufficient to meet the needs of our 
children. 

Then how about some volunteers who can 
informally "teach" kids or play with them 
in the afternoons? Anyone want to show 
kids some "Tai Kwan Do" or "Karate" 
moves? - Kicking and yelling does 
wonders for kids aged 6 - 16! Or how 
about someone leading hikes to some of 
our lovely parks around Sai Kung? Or 
does anybody miss their garden back 

. home? We could set up a Community 
Garden Project where kids (and parents) 
could dig in the dirt and watch 
vegetables/fruits/flowers grow. Or is 
anyone willing to lead drawing/painting 
classes? 

Anyone willing to volunteer their time, or 
who has additional suggestions or 
comments, please write to the Editor of 
HONG 1'7IAO by the 15th of April and she 
'will publish our collective ideas. Thanks! 

A Concerned Community Member 

(g(Il ~[P(!]f3 (gill IIlOJ~ D (g[1!] 63 
Announcements of meetings, children's 
2rouDs, etc. that )'ou wish to make. 

UWG's NEXT MEETING 

The University \Vomen's Group will 
be holding its next meeting at 8 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 7 at Apartment 15, Phase 
II. Meet new friends, learn about various 
UWG Interest Groups, etc. Newcomers 
Welcome. 

For information: ff 

Lily Hsieh (Xtn: 8173) 
Carmen Pong (Xtn: 8271) or 
Mamie Shen (Xtn: 8114) 



WOMEN'S GROUP TO HOST 
AFRICAN CRAFTS' SHOW 

Karibuni is the Swahili word for 
\Velcome - and it's also the name of an 
exciting shop in Hebe Haven. Owner 
Jean Lawrence will come to HKUST to 
display Zimbabwe batiks, Zulu glass bead 
jewellery, Kazuri ceramics, Bundu trading 
beads, and other crafts. She will also 
explain about, and show photos of, how 
the different items are created. 

The demonstration will be held in Tower 
IV, Flat 12C at 12.30 p.m. on Tuesday 12 
April. Afternoon tea will be served. RSVP 
Mimi Dollinger Xtn: 8131. 

********************** 
A VISIT TO A BOOK CLUB 

Timothy Mo's "The Redundancy of 
Courage 11 is the last book I would ever 
ex~t to read it: I was doing the choosing 
- 1t s laden with the gory details of 
guerrilla warfare. 

But discussing it at the American 
Women's Association Book Club was 
wonderful. The presenter (there is a 
different one for each book) told us about 
the author and the reviews the book had 
gotten. Soon we were immersed in a 
stimulating discussion of the fate of East 
Timor (on which the story was based); the 
virtues of individual survival versus self
sacrifice for ideals; and the author's 
stereotype of the Chinese people. It was a 
very enjoyable afternoon. 
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A section on II sunofral strategies II for 
· the HKUST resident. 

YOU CAN BE THE JUDGE 

Carol Lunce has informed our little 
RED BIRD that a new Indian restaurant 
has opened in Sai Kung. While she 
prefers Memsahib (Shop Al Marina Cove 
Shopping Centre, Ph: 335.0380 or 
335.0373) she thinks this one's cheaper 
and "pretty good". They do not serve 
alcohol but you can bring your own 
(BYO) or buy it next door. They do not 
accept credit cards, but they do take local 

. cheques. · 

~ 

India Curry Hut, 
Po Tung Road, 

Sai Kung 

(Near Susanna's Restaurant, 
across the street from 7-Eleven). 

FOR OLD AND NEW ALIKE 

Annette Buckmaster of the 
Welcoming Interest Group has up-dated 
the "Need to Know Numbers" 
booklet. It is not an official University 
publication - the intent is to provide new 
arrivals with handy information. The 
main focus is upon basic resources found 

There are lots of intelligent articulate near campus. The places listed are ones 
people at HKUST. ' that have been found useful. It lists 

. Emergency Numbers; Shopping for Food 
X)''~..:. and Drink; Retail Shops; Service~; H~th Aw shucks Annette. 

You're embarrassing us! Q
~~ Care; P<;>st; Newspapers and Publications; 

. . Recreation; Local Restaurants; Clubs and 
Organisations; Taxis and MTR; Buses and 

We could have a terrific book club of our 
own. If you are interested, please contact 
me at Xtn: 8165, or leave a message with 
John (my husband) at Xtn: 7454. 

Annette Buckmaster 

Government Information ' . 
If you are a "Newcomer" or even if 
you've been here for some time, you are 
bound to find it interesting and 
infor11;ative. For your copy of this 
essential survival kit fill in the form, 

. I 



enclose $10 per copy (to cover the costs of 
photocopying) and return it to: 

John Buckmaster, Mathematics Depl 

~ 

NAME: 

DEP AR TM_ENT: 

I WOULD LIKE ....... # COPIES @ 
HK$10 per copy 

ENCLOSED HEREWITH IS THE 

AMOUNT OF $ ....... .. .. .. .... . 

BOOK CLUB AT TOWER 3 IS 
:MOVING DO\VN 

Starting April 1, 1994, the Book Club at 
Tower 3 will move from the 8th floor 
down to the 6th where the space is laroer 
and the temperature in summertime° is 
cooler. 

Two chairs will be placed near the book 
and magazine shelves for you to sample 
the books at leisure and in comfort before 
you make the final take-home decision . 
Annette Buckmaster (6A); Judith 
Tang (7C); Rebecca Loh (9B)· or I 
~ily Hsieh (SA) will be glad to bu'zz yo~ 
rn. 

I do so enjoy a 
little comfort 
whilst perusing 
the bookshelves 

Lily Hsieh 
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THE "FRINGE DWELLERS" HAVE 
NOW GOT ONE TOO! 

Connie Stetson left behind a number of 
b<;>0ks with. th~ intention that an Exchange 
Library (s1m1lar to the one in Phase I) 
would be set up in Phase II. Well, it's 
now up and running at the home of 
Levan Gray, Apartment 26. So if you're 
an avid reader, now you have a choice of 
two paperback swap clubs. 

********************** 
NEW CEILING LIGHT FIXTURES 

In response to popular demand, here is 
some advice about changing the ceilino 
lights. As you've probably noticed, th~ 
bare ceiling bulbs furnished in the 
HKUST on-campus staff housing are not 
particularly attractive. We wanted 
something else. Something cheap. 

P~t~y House in Sai Kung sells many 
ceiling fixtures and we bought simple ones 
that take both screw-in bulbs and Jaroe . ::, 
globe bulbs which are somewhat more 
attractive than plain light bulbs. For 
HK$50 per fixture, they came to campus 
and installed our new lights. Total cost 
for 3 new ceiling lights plus installation = 
HK$213. 

Another chyap solution is to buy the parts 
for a hanging light (the electrical parts cost 
maybe HK$10) from a shop just down the 

. road from Patsy House (towards the pier, 
but note that it's closed on Tuesdays) and 
a large Japanese paper globe shade which 
you can get from IKEA or the Chinese 
1\1:erchandise Emporium. 

Annette Buckmaster 

********************** 
INTEREST GROUP NEWS 

If you are a member of the University 
Women's Group, then have we got news 
for you. 

Chinese Knots: A teacher of Chinese 
Knots is willing to give lessons at a rate of 



$100 per lesson for 20 people. For 
enquiries call Carmen Pong, Xtn: 8271. 

Children's Chinese Painting 
Lessons: There are two vacancies 
available for the class which is held on 
Saturdays from 10.15 a.m. at Ying 
Kwok's apartment, T4/9A, Xtn: 8126. 

Japanese Lessons - These are being 
run by Mai Ling, Xtn: 8276 at her home 
in T2/9C on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. 

Cooking Exchange - Angela \Vong, 
Xtn: 8217 is organising this group every 
Friday. 

f' AW aAy :OA'L 
H OX.X.£.RS 

60 TO M.A1. P O 

There were a lot of red faces at HK.UST 
on Monday March 21 (forty seven in fact) 
and the reason was sunburn. Sunday, 
the day of the birdwatching trip to the :Mai 
Po l\farshes, was clear and bright - in 
fact it was glorious. We were fortunate as 
it had been preceded by a very wet 
Saturday. 

I can imagine that 
they were re 1 i eved 
that it didn't rain 

Yes!! After all one 
wouldn't want one's 
V.C. to have got wet 
now, would one? 
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During the bus ride to the New Territories, 
dual commentaries (some wag suggested it 
was duelling commentaries) on the places 
of interest were provided by Jim 
Hackett, our fearless tour leader (bird 
habitat) and the Vice Chancellor, Prof. 
Chia-·wei Woo (people habitat). Many 
agreed it was quite an amusing double act. 

While "Come along,faw gay dai hokkers" 
(Jim's Cantonese needs a little work) was 
the battle cry, the most popular words 
were "What's that bird?". While masses 
of migrating waders were not in evidence, 
about 60 species of birds were seen. 
Notable was a female Smew (a seaduck -
the first record for Hong Kong); 5 
Dalmatian Pelicans soaring in the sky 
(courtesy of eagle-eyed Natasha 
Vladimirov); and a Saunders' Gull (the 
rarest gull in the world). 

Five hours of gentle walking (about 10.5 
km) took us around the prettier half of the 
reserve and many interesting sights were 
noted: waders feeding on landward pools; 
a "bird ringing" demonstration was 
provided by a local birder (unofficial tour 
photographer YYonne Woo recorded 
this moment for posterity); watching 
China across the Deep Bay waters; and 
even a police hunt for some illegal 
immigrants. 

By the time we returned to the bus, all 
were a little sunburnt, footsore and weary 
(excepting one couple who somehow 
managed to hitch a return ride in the back 
of a police van). All agreed though that it 
was a small price to pay for such an 
enjoyable day out. Some snoozing was 
evident on the bus back home, and not all 
of it came .from the children. Next year 
again! 

1\1aria Hackett 

P.S. Our thanks go to Mamie Shen for 
her moral and practical support in helping 
to organise this trip. 



NUMBER FUN 

"Simpler phonetics may be helping Chinese 
pupils outclass Americans at mathematics," wrote 
Eric Johnson. Agree or not, I would like to point 
out how numbers are adopted in the Chinese 
language. 

In my March article, I mentioned that the 
Cantonese like the number 8 due to the similar 
pronunciation of "being prosperous." Contrarily, 
the number that has the closest pronunciation to 
"death" is number 4. Therefore, when the 
American mathematics professor told the class 
that he could not find the 4th floor in a Japanese 
hotel, it didn't surprise me. Yet, you still see 
many people living on the 4th floor in Asia. 

Another old phenomenon is that the Chinese like 
even numbers better than odd ones - at least that's 
what my mother said. I remember in the old days 
she got quite mad when she received nine dragon
eyes fruit from a friend. However number 13 
didn't bother her until my husband was hit by a 
bicycle and received 3 broken ribs on Friday the 
13th at the hour of 13:00. 

Numbers are prevalent in Chinese names also. 
Chang San (number 3), Lee Shi (number 4), 
Wang Wu (number 5), and Zhao Liu (number 6) 
are as common as the names that native English 
speakers give to to cats and dogs. Numbers 1 and 
2 are used to show the rank of siblings. But 
when the numbers 3-8 are applied to girls, it 
implies that they are silly. By the same token, 
when the numbers 4-9 are applied to boys, it is 
also meant as a derogatory term. The fact that 
they called a football team "The San Francisco 
49-Ers" is a puzzle to me! If a Chinese person 
says that he is a 250, then that means that he is a 
bachelor. This is an example of how the Chinese 
use numbers in their daily conversation. All I 
have to say is that each language is unique. 
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I was just 

called a 3-8 That's not right ... 
You're definitely 

more of a 4-9 ! 

\Vhen a great Chinese mathematician once saw a 
car license plate bearing the number 1024, he 
immediately asked his friend's opinion of that 
number. The friend felt nothing different, whereas 
the mathematician said, "It is 2 to the power of 
10." Sensitive to numbers or not, we are born 
with different instincts I guess. Do you like the 
Chinese numbers now? Do you agree with Mr. 
Eric Johnson's statement? 

Swallow \Vei 

REHO I NG MOR KET 
NUMBERS 

By Ma,tha Dahlen 
R eading the price tags in Chinese markets 
requires knowing 21 characters and the universal 
format ... piece of cake. The required characters 
are: the digits 1-10; their 6 deviations; the two 
weights (pound, catty); the dollar; and the 
amounts (by the piece or pile). The format is 
how these hieroglyphics are arranged on the signs. 

First the numbers . In the chart below, the 
"standard Chinese numbers" are those used for 
every purpose - not only veg. prices but also, for 
example, minibus fares. The "market figures", 
however, represent deviations of these standard 
numbers and are used in combinations of numbers 
(e.g. $6.40, $1.60, $7.80). Also, when the 
numbers 1 or 2 or 3 are the first of a combination, 
the numbers are written vertically rather than 
horizontally. So "$3.20" would be written as 
three vertical lines then two horizontal lines. For 
other digits i:µ any combination, whether in the 
first or second position, "market" figures are used. 

ARABIC ClllNESE MARKET 
NUMBERS NUMBERS FIGURES 

1 -- I 
2 - I ( -
3 - JI' --
4 \ -19 x 
5 ii ?r 
6 

\ J_ --, ' 
7 ~ J.. -
8 I \... ..J,.. --
9 tu ~ 

10 + -r 



Second, the weights. Vegetables are sold by the 
catty (equivalent to I 1/3 pound) because this is 
how they are sold by the suppliers (local or from 
Guangdong). Similarly, fruit is generally sold by 
the piece or by the pound because this is how the 
vendor bought it from the supplier - mostly from 
abroad (where a catty might be mistaken for 

· something like a cathouse). 

In addition, a practice in the Ngau Chi Wan 
Market at Choi Hung is to sell bargain produce by 
the pile, i.e. a pre-selected bunch is offered at a 
fixed price. Fruit is commonly sold this way 
(especially bananas); occasionally vegetables 
(especially sweet com) and even fish (generally in 
a basket). 

Finally, arrangement of characters on the signs. 
The first large character on the sign is the price; 
the second character (or series of characters) 
represents the amount. Below are examples: 

7 k 
dollars ~ 
for 

~Ii] one 

3.20 11 --. 
dollars -i~ 
per 

11 catty 

13.50 )!t 
.1,o .._ 

dollars 
, A.. 

per . -A-1!-
pound ~r 
5 £ 
dollars :;(... 
per 

pile {'1)'-
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Thanks go to King-Chuen Chow for 
illustrating the Chinese characters. F.d. 

K.C. works in 
Biochemistry 
doesn't he? 

Yes. It 
seems he's 
not only a 
brilliant 
scientist 
but also a 
wonderrul 
calligrapher 

(D[J[J UUJ[I (I] (DO) [J6j O]I] [].[J 
This section features a rel•iew of books 
that have been found helpful in adapting 
to life in Hon!! Kon!! and thereabouts. 

SEDER, RAMADAN & HOLI 

Our University community is culturally 
and religiously diverse. At this time of 
year, many religious groups are having 
celebrations. 

For information on various 
festivals/holidays, see the following 
sources:-

E.J. Brill's "First Encyclopaedia of 
Islam, 1913-1936" (Reprinted in 
1993). Ref: DS 35.53.E53 1993 -
9 volumes. This has entries on Ramadan. 

II Passover: Its History and 
Traditions", by Theodore Gaster. 
Ref: BM 695 P3 G36 1984. Describes 
Seder, foods, and songs. 

II Anniversaries and Holidays", by 
Ruth Gregory. Ref: GT 3930 G74 1983. 
Includes F.aster, Holi (Rola) and more. 



"Eastern Ways to the Centre: An 
Introduction to the Religions of 
Asia" . Ref: BL·· 1032 C3 7 1992. Has 
entries on Buddhism, Confucianism, 
Christianity, Hinduism, and folk 
religions. · 

Happy Holidays! · 

Carol Lu.nee 
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[H)tA i[E tA 
(ej[Fl[ElA ,r 
lEtAl'f [E[Fl 
lE ilE[FlW@OOlE ~ 

I never know which 
one to celebrate. I 
was raised a Christian . . } 

I converted to Judaism 
} 

I married a Buddhist 

Why not 
all of 
them? 

and my kids are Hindu 

FOR SALE: • .. 
KA WAI E-250 ELECTRONIC ORGt\N 

-Al,lt6matic features for dynamic beat . · 
- Stunning sound 
-Like new 
- Asking price: HK.$3,500 · 

If interested, please call Rose at 719;3179 
(9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mon-Sat). 

Each issue of HONG NIAO is distributed 
in the first week of each month. · All 
information/entries should be in · writing 
(preferably typed) and submitted to the 
editor (Tower 1/6B letterbox) by the 15.JJl.. 
of each month. 

HONG NIAO is a monthly newsletter 
distributed free to HKUST residents. 

Editor & Cartoons: 
Maria Hackett [I'll6B Xtn: 8266] 

Production: 
Mamie Shen [I'4/SA Xtn: 8114_] 

Regular Contributors: 
Swallow Wei [T2/l OA Xtn: 822 7] 

· Carol Lunce [T2/4A Xtn.;8210] 




