
Summer's fiere, mark;_ing tfie 
mass e'<_ocfus of many in an 
effort to escape tfie heat. 
13ircfs get hot too, whicfi means 
REDBIRD wiff 6e off on annua{ 
migration, returning to your 
{etterVo'<_es ear(y October. Tiff 
tften ... 

'J{ow I must f{y ... 

'Ecfitor 
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Give Us Our Daily Bread! 

REDBIRD has been speaking with 
Immy Ryan of Ali-Oli Bakery who says 
they are interested in providing a home 
delivery service to our on-campus 
community. 

Until now, Ali-Oli has only delivered to 
people who were prepared to buy a lot 
of goods, and the minimum amount for 
an order was beyond an average 
family's daily needs. However, in 
response to REDBIRD's plea (after all, 
he only eats breadcrumbs) they will not 
apply a minimum amount - providing 
response from us is good. 

• How to Order? Just ask them 
to post or fax you their 4 page list 
of foods. Then call or fax them to 
order. 

• Notice Needed? The longer 
notice they are given, the greater the 
chance of them fulfilling the order. 
However, one day should be 
sufficient. ( Cont .. .) 



• Delivery Days? Every day -
for a trial period. If the response is 
good, it will be continued. 

• Delivery Time? Between 9 
a.m. and 11 a.m. 

~ 
---G~ji;~1!a ~~t:I-, ----·1
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Sai Kung 

______ ,. ...... ,. .......... ,., ~:.: -~;~.·;~~~~ __ ,.. ................ _,,_J 
Haircut ..• 

How Does $72 Sound? 

Needing a trim, REDBIRD checked out 
Hair Design in Hau Tak. 
Disappointingly, they don't do feathers. 
However, they charge only $72 a 
haircut for both men and women. 
Charges for other services appear 
reasonable, too. Why not check them 
out for yourself. 

~ 
· Hair Design · · 

Shop 106, Hau Tak Shopping Centre, 
Hau Tak Est., 

Junk Bay 

!_ _ _______ Ph: 2701 .0858, _2701.0805 ----------

Dragon Boat Races 

Just a reminder to everyone, the Dragon 
Boat Races take place on the 20th of 
this month, out at Sai Kung. There are 
several HKUST boats entered this year. 
There will be staff teams, student teams 
and some mixed staff and student 
teams. 

We would appreciate as much support 
as possible. Letis make this one of 
those HKUST community events that is 
so badly needed! If you want times for 
the HKUST boat races, call me about a 
week before the event, and I should be 
able to help you out. 

Clair Krider '!I' (2358) 8326 
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Love Letters 

"Love -Letters", the American 
Community Theatre's latest production, 
is a powerful, yet simple play depicting 
the separate lives of two people very 
much in love. A.R. Gurney's play 
takes the audience into the lives of these 

· two characters. The paths they choose 
are not always the correct ones, but 
they are certainly ones we recognise, or 
have been down ourselves. 

Love Letters ,vill be perfonned at the 
Hong Kong Arts Centre's MacAuley 
Theatre, 2 Harbour Road, Wanchai, 
from June 11 to 15. There will be one 
matinee at 3 p.m. on Saturday, June 
15. Tickets are available from all 
URBTIX outlets. Prices are $150 for 
adults and $125 for students and senior 
citizens. Phone 2877.1000 or 
2734.9009 for ticket information. 

Mary C. Newman 

· The honeymoon's over 
when you realise that 
all the tough times you 
see each other through 
wouldn't even occur if 
you were still single! 

FASS a FIZZLE? 

Last month we asked if you'd be 
prepared to help support a Faculty and 
Senior Staff Club (FASS Club) by 
paying an annual membership fee. To 
this end, REDBIRD organised a short 
questionnaire for his readers to 
complete - 650 (HONG NIAO's mailing 
list) were sent out. All who responded 
said, YES!, they would like a FASS 
Club. (Cont .. .) 
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The results are as follows: 

Number of · 
Responses Received: - 31 

Faculty: 20 
Senior Staff: 7 
Family Member: 4 

Amount Willing 
to Pay: - Total HK$23,000 

· (Note: Not all respondents suggested an amount.) 

HK$100, 100, 200, 200, 500, 500, 
500, 300-500, 500, 500, 600, 600, 
1,000, 1,000, 1,000 (flexible), 1,200, 
2,000 (+ profits from food & drink), 
around $3,000, less than 4,000, & 
5,000. 

Comments Received: · 

• "I was shocked to see there was no 
provision for such a facility. The 
faculty and senior staff should 
definitely ha\'e such a facility ... I 
know Hong Kong University has 
. .. I think Chinese U. also does. 
Why not HKUST? ... ". 

• "I would pay $100, which 1s the 
same as HKU." 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

"The charge should be comparable 
to HKU - pref era bl y with reciprocal 
privileges." 

"I suggest the amount paid should 
cover a couple." 

"I don't know the amount I ,1vould 
pay - it would depend upon the 
facilities." 

"If the students get upset, then they 
can form their ovm club." 

"Why not have a system whereby 
students can also use the facilities, 
providing they are signed in by a 
member?" 

• "Of course, we all want it! It's just 
that most people haven't got around 
to filling in the questionnaire." 
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The results were forwarded to Paul A. 
Bolton, Vice-President for Admin
istration & Business who kindly 
replied: 

"I am grateful to REDBIRD for 
conducting the survey. The 31 
respondents have left no doubt 
as to their support for the 
idea of a Faculty & Senior 
Staff Club. However, the silent 
majority remains silent, 
and for this reason it is 
difficult to regard the 
response as indicative of 
widespread support for the 
creation of such a facility on 
a self-financing basis." 

DIY 
W~l 

EMO 
A Different 

Kind of 
Hotline 

Did you know that using your 
telephone during a lightning storm can 
be harmful to your health? A couple of 
people on campus, during the past five 
years, have had the insides of their 
telephone handsets frazzled - it is 
possible for the metal-clad armoured 
cables to transmit electrical surges 
during lightning storms. {Cont .. .) 

Live wire:what 
you won't be if 
you touch one! 

~~ 



Thankfully, those concerned were not 
hurt by the experience, but were 
surprised to say the least. In order to 
reduce the risk, EMO has completed the 
job of earthing the cables. But even so, 
you would be well advised to minimise 
the use of the phone during electrical 
storms. 

P.S.: The Residential Telephone 
Directory used to contain such a 
warning, but now that they have 
stopped publishing the directory, the 
warning has gone too. 

Mike Hudson, Director, 
Estates Management Office 

Na t ·u re 
Watch 

With Martha Dahlen 

Mimosa 
pudica 

Some plants are timid 

Take Mimosa pudica for 
example. One wisp of 
a touch and all the leaflets fold 
flat against the leaf stalk, then 
the leaf stalks droop. It's quite 
remarkable. This little 
performance can be enjoyed, 
on command, any day, in the 
lawn north of the Library. 

There, it is small - no taller 
than the grass (and both, of 
course, are no higher than the 
lawn mower blade), but of a 
darker, maroonish-green 
colour. The leaves are 
compound, which means each 
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true 11 leaf1 is composed of 
many small leaflets; the result 
is that it looks like myriad 
feathers mounted on a stalk. 
Later in the summer it will 
produce pink flowers in small 
round pompoms, and then 
sticky seed pods. But at the 
moment all we've got is leaves. 
Touch them, and you'll know 
for certain whether it's 
Mimosa pudtca 11 Sensitive 
Plant'', or, in Cantonese, "Pa 
Sau Cho", which translates as 
"Fearing Hands Grass". 

How can a plant move? 
The secret is in the swollen 
glands at the base of each 
leaflet and at the base of the 
leaves. These, called 11 pulvini11

, 

apparently control movement 
through changes in water 
pressure in the leaflet and leaf 
stalk tissue. 

To find these plants in the 
lawn, as you leave the bridge 
coming from Towers III and 
IV, turn right. Not far from 
the path you should find the 
characteristic darkish patches 
of their feather-like leaves. 
Fear not! While shy and 
retiring, they are a common 
weed throughout Hong 
Kong._..Q 

Do you ever feel like life's 
a lush garden, and you've 
only been hired to pull the 
weeds? 
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REDBIRD 

Chats With 

BIG BIRD 
R: 'President ·woo, in 1j our . address 

at the Tnird Congregation in 
1{ovem6er fast year, you spo~ of tne 
campus deve(oping a ·more gentee{ 
ancf cuf tura{ environment. 

BB: Yes, Bird. In the beginning, 
our main task was to focus on building 
a world-class technological institution 
in a functional environment. We've 
come a long way towards achieving 
this goal and now, the next step is to 
"humanise· or "soften· the campus, 
focusing on two main aspects. 

First I would like to see the campus 
become more genteel, beautiful in a 
natural and cultural setting. Second, I 
would like it to become more Chinese 
and more International. 

R: J-fow can these cfta119es come 

about? 

BB: It's already begun. . First 
currently under construction is the new 
University Centre, a cliffside park, a 
path hugging the hillside, several 
Chinese pavilions, and a traditional 
Chinese village. All are expected to 
be completed by the end of this year, 
or within a few months thereafter. 
Second, useful features planned for 
the campus include: waterfront · 

· promenades, seaview terraces, and 
an amphitheatre. Third, I would also 
like to see such things as roof gardens, 
a hilltop jogging path, bicycle lanes, 
an aquatic activity park, a waterfall 
viewing platform, and a sprinkling of 
small, elegant, international sculpture 
gardens. These require a lot of 
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money, and will take a while to come 
along. 

R : In recent times, there has been 

an increase in cuf tura{ exfubits and 
activities. 

B B : Yes. We hope · to expand 
the scope to encompass music, 
drama, interior decoration, and 
creative and performing arts. We 
also want to expand the sphere of 
participation, to include artists-in
residence, students, faculty, staff, 
campus residents, and all our friends 
in the community. There will soon be a 
Centre of the Arts to make these 
activities better known to the University 
and external communities. 

R: · Speakjng of community, are 

there pCans to devefop a better sense 
of "commwiity"? 

BB: Yes. Besides workin.g 
together to put the University on the 
cultural map, we need to develop 
more community spirit. 

In other words BB, 
you are saying that 
we are birds of a 
feather , so should 
flock together ? 

Spot on, Bird! 

A 
. 

. 
. 

>-

To this end, I'd like campus residents 
to become more involved with the 
University. It would be great if groups 
such as the Social Club and the UWG 

(Cont ... ) 



would come up with "people 
programmes" that we can all enjoy. I 
would also like there to be more 
volunteer groups. Groups such as 
these could be the seed from which 
our sense of "community" grows. 

· R :wliat sort of "peopfe 

pro 9rammes11? 

BB : This is really up to the groups 
themselves to decide. However, as 
an example, the Soi Kung/Clear 
Water Bay area is an attractive, 
natural environment with a fascinating 
indigenous culture. It would be good if 
our community could become more 
involved with this area. We could go 
out as a group and have picnics, go 
hiking, rent boats and junks, etcetera, 
and get to know our neighbourhood 
well. I think we need to feel that we are 
more a part of this area than we now 
do. 

R :wiff tne vniversity offer 

practica{ support for sucli schemes? 

8 B : Certainly~- The University will 
support social and recreational 
schemes, as long as people are 
willing to take responsibility for them. 
While University resources made 
available to such groups may not 
necessarily be financial, since such 
activities should normally be self
supporting, (though it's probably not 
out of the question in special cases) 
they could include such things as 
clerical assistance. 

R: It aff sounds very e'J(_citin9! 

Tlian~ you for giving us your time 
13i9 'Bird. 

BB: Not at all, Bird. Your chirping 

. has been most pleasant! jJ 
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Project 
Hainan: 

Final Report 
P roject Hainan was 

established three years ago for the 
purpose of raising funds to build 
schools for children in areas 
inhabited by national minorities in 
Hainan Province. During the past 
three years, the members of the 
UWG, faculty, staff, and students of 
HKUST all worked hard to achieve 
this purpose by hosting many 
fund-raising activities, such as a 
bake sale, a book sale, donation 
boxes, dance parties, and 
solicitation of personal donations. 
Our original objective was 
accomplished at the beginning of 
1996 when we raised a total of 
HK$283,861 .69. 

In utilising the funds, our 
first project was to build a teacher 
dormitory for Fuli Primary School 
at Tongza city. Previously, several 

. 'classrooms at this school had 
been used as a teachers' dorm, 
which reduced the total classroom 
space and compelled the students 
to take shifts in attending classes. 

(Cont .. .) 

Knowledge is power ! 

Yeh? So how 
come school 
teachers get 
such low pay? 

( 



The completion of the construction 
enabled the classrooms to be 
restored to their original function, 
and made it possible for the pupils 
to attend classes the whole day. 
The availability of a teachers' dorm 
also enabled this school to hire 
better teachers from the cities. 
Project Hainan contributed one
third of the construction cost 
(HK$45,000), while the remainder 
was paid by local government. 

Our second project involved 
the Vari Primary School in the 
mountains of Tongza city which 
suffered total destruction during a 
severe typhoon 7-8 years ago. 
Due to the lack of government 
funds, this school was never 
rebuilt. As a resu!t, the pupils had 
to walk almost two hours daily 
through mountainous terrain, and 
across a treacherous river, in order 
to attend classes in a makeshift 
school. 

Project Hainan approached 
the Hainan government with a 
proposal to build a brand new 
school of eight classrooms, six 
teachers' dormitory units, and 
public toilets, with all necessary 
internal fittings. The proposal was 
approved by the government, and 
Project Hainan pledged to pay 
RMB$200,000 of the estimated 
construction cost of 
RMB$4000,000, with the rest to be 
shared by local government. We 
are happy to report that this project 
has also now been completed. 

Since Project Hainan still 
has about HK$50,000 left in its 
account, it was decided this money 
can best be used as scholarships 
to pay the tuition and fees for 
students from poor families who 
otherwise might not be able to 

. continue their education. The 
money will be deposited in a 
Hainan bank, and the annual 
dividends will be distributed as 
scholarships. For this purpose, we 
have invited several reputable and 
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responsible local leaders to form a 
committee, and we believe that the 
funds will be managed fairly and 
efficiently by them. 

Over the years, Project 
Hainan has also made small 
donations totalling seven or eight 
thousand Hong Kong dollars to 
several primary schools to buy 
study desks, athletic equipment, 
and other badly needed 
educational equipment. 

With the completion of the 
above projects, we have closed 
our bank account in Hong Kong 
and remitted all the funds to the 
appropriate recipients in Hainan 
Province. This has brought the 
operation of Project Hainan to its 
logical conclusion. However, if 
people still wish to make 
contributions to the scholarship 
fund or have other inquiries, they 
should feel free to contact either 
Yvonne (2358.8002), or Lily Hsieh 
(2358.8173), or Si-Wei 
(2719.3459) . 

Before ending, Project 
Hainan wishes to take this 
opportunity to thank all the people 
who have contributed their time, 
energy, ideas, and money in 
support of its objectives. The 
accomplishments of the Project in 
the past three years are entirely 
due to your compassion and 
generosity. _Q 

Well done everyone! 

Si-W ei 
May 15, '96 



SWALLOW's 
NEST 

with Swallow Wei 

Joan and Eugene Wong will be leaving 
our shores in a few days, so I asked 
Joan to write a few-words about their 
time in Hong Kong, especially HKUST 

Swallow 

*** 
Time to Say 
·zai-jian· -
Personal 

Reflections 
byJoanWong 

"I f you had visualised me 

looking cool and elegant, sipping tea at 
the Peninsula Hotel, you would be 
amused to see me at this moment ... ". 
Those were the words I wrote to 
friends in California du1ing my first 
weeks in Hong Kong. 

I arrived.on HKUST campus in 
mid-August when most wives were still 
away (summer break), so I had to cope 
on my own. The first time I rode the 
mini-bus to Sai Kung for groceries, I 
was forewarned by my husband that I 
must shout "luhk che" to get off the 
bus. 

Change is a good thing ... 
particularly if you're 
planning on taking the bus! 
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Along the route I was full of anxiety 
and resentment, convinced that the 
natives wanted to punish non
Cantonese speakers by not installing 
request stop bells. In the end I 
followed the other riders, too shy to · 
catch the driver's attention over the din 
of music. 

The sun beat down relentlessly 
as I made my way to Park 'n Shop (not 
knowing better, I had gone shopping at 
high noon). At the check-out counter I 
struggled with the unfamiliar currency 
while my purchases were piling up the 
belt, waiting to be bagged. I would 
have felt less harassed if the cashier had 
said a few cordial words, or if the 
people behind me looked less impatient, 
but no-one smiled, no-one spoke, and 
no-one helped to pick up oranges that 
fell off the counter. Again, full of 
resentment, I dragged myself to the bus 
stop, weighed down by multiple plastic 
bags, (what did I buy that was so 
heavy?) my hair drooping, sunglasses 
gliding down my nose from sweat, and 
\Vith every heavy step I felt increasingly 
sorry for myself. 

That was almost two years ago 
and now I can laugh at the "Newcomer" 
I was during those early weeks. I am 
embarrassed to admit that I still have 
not learned much Cantonese and I still 
dislike shouting requests to the bus 
driver. But at least I am now familiar 
with the markets and am accustomed to 
balancing my shopping load; and yes, I 
do tell friends back home that afternoon 
teas at Hong Kong hotels are indeed 
enjoyable. 

A sojourn of two years abroad 
is not sufficient time to be assimilated 
into the local culture, but Jong enough 
to know the differences and make 
appropriate adjustment. For me, living 
in Hong Kong for the past two years 
has been a particularly introspective 
experience. I left China as a child and 
had not lived in Asia till now. 
Interestingly - here, more than the U.S. 
- I am often caught by conflicting 
reactions, and confused about my own 
identity and loyalty. Despite these 
ambivalent feelings, I feel fortunate to 
h<!-ve had the opportunity and leisure to 
reflect and to learn about myself. 

In two years, trees along the 
campus paths have grown, new 
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buildings have .been added, and 
friendships have been fom1ed . I am 
glad to be returning to the U.S., not 
"roots" but definitely "home" to me. 
B~t I am also sad to leave, knowing 
this phase of my life will be recalled 
with much nostalgia. The campus is a 
cocoon which shields us from 
pollution., traffic and pushy crowds, 
and provides us with unfailingly 
courteous sen1ices and an incomparable 
support network. 

Already I see myself longing for 
EMO as I cope with problems in my 
own house; I shall be yearning for the 
f 3:ntastic collectio1_1 in the University 
Library; I shall miss the weekly · 
Tuesday morning shopping trips to Sai 
Kung; and I will have to communicate 
by telepathy with the morning exercise 
gro~p, as I struggle to keep up the , 
routmes by myself. Above all, I shall 
miss my friends here. Where else 
could one form friendships from such 
an extensive international background 
and get together with such ease! I do 

hope we will keep in touch. _hJ 

FROM OUR 
FOREIGN 

CORRESPONDENT 
with Ruby Tsao 

A Journev 
To The 

Past 
Q n March 15 this year, I went 

with my brothers and sisters (wt,o live in 
Taiwan) to our hometown in Dabu County, 
Guangdong Province. It's a mountainous 
area inhabited by Hakka people. On 
arrival, I was stopped by Customs 
because my husband had come as a 
visiting professor and our status as "foreign 
labour· required certain permits for exit and 
re-entry. After much frantic running around, 
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three days later, I finally joined the rest of 
the group. 

Our hometown, Huliao, is a poor 
farming community. There used to be only 
two bicycles in the wflole town for the two 
doctors - the rest of the people had to 
walk everywhere. 

Children have 
it easy these days. 
When we were kids, 
we had to be driven 
to school because our 
parents were too poor 
to buy us ourown cars! 

The story of "Hakka" or ·guest" people was 
one of hardship because all the good land 
was taken, leaving only the unproductive 
rocky hills for the people who migrated 
there . . Education was given top priority 
because that was how people wlth ability 
could go elsewhere to make their fortunes. 
These people did not forget their 
hometown, however. Today, Huliao is full 
of signs of their gifts: schools, hospitals, 
roads, bridges, parks, memorial pavilions, 
etc. They have also invested in big 
buildings, shops, hotels, housing projects -
making the town look like a modern · 
community. My family donated money to 
build a new nursery school and several 
paved roads. 

Our ancestral home, where I was 
born, had a pond out front - as a toddler, I 
fell into it and almost drowned. A cousin's 
son and his family now live there. The 
house is in a charming, traditional style Vvith 
wings on both sides (for different 
generations to live in), connecting to the 
front gate and walls. Thus, an open, inner 
courtyard is formed, with trees and flower 
beds. There are different kinds of fruit trees 
in the backyard. My father's calligraphy on 
the front walls is still quite clear after 72 
years . 

Shortly after I was born, my father 
left to work for General Chen-Cheng, who 
later made great contributions to Taiwan 
and became Vice President . My mother 
and her sister were from Hangzhou of 
Zhejiang province and both married into 
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our hometown. My aunt's husband 
disappeared during the war, leaving her to 
raise a son and a daughter. She died 
many years ago. When she first came to 
Dabu, she brought with her a little sister. This 
little aunt was only 6 years old at the time, 
and never left our hometown. Due to 50 
years of separation, we were not aware of 
her existence. In 1986, however, for the 
first time, I revisited China and heard about 
this aunt from my cousin in Beijing. We 
made contact with her and her two sons 
and met for the first time in my cousin's store 
in a small town, about an hour's drive 
away. I enquired why we could not go to 
see my aunt at her house and was told that 
she lived in hills where cars could not reach. 
She spent her days babysitting 
grandchildren while the cousin's wife 
farmed the land. I felt a tinge of sadness 
that ci twist of fate left her in the poor hills. . 
She needed a coat. I gave her the new 
one I had just bought and we were able to 
help the family establish a store and 
machine shop. It was a very memorable 

trip. jl 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Ttte foffowin9 articfe is in response to ell 
those peopfe wfio say: "Jim, there's tliis 
{itt{~ Gira outsiae my winaow, ana I aon't 
f;,_now wfiat it is ... ". 'Eci. 

The 'Birds 
of HKUST 

By Jim Hackett 

We will start on a 

summer's night. From our Tower 
1 balcony, a Night Heron (with 
black crown), emerging from its 
daytime mangrove roost at Hebe 
Haven, slips quietly by. The Large 
Hawk-Cuckoo, a summer visitor, 
is seldom silent, with its frantic 
"brain fev-er" call continuing 
through the dark. At the base of 
Tower 1, the resident pair of 
Violet Whistling-Thrushes strut 
their spangled iridescence on the 

grass. Early in the warm season, 
the Collared Scops Owl gives its 
downward "boouw" call at 8-11 
second intervals, as it seeks a 
mate in the shrubland. 

It is dawn. The day is also 
busy. The -Black Kites come early, 
patrolling with twisting forked 
tails, to scavenge where they can. 
The Magpie (black-and-white) is a 
confident, obvious, and raucous 
bird. A Chinese Pond Heron, 
white wings contrasting with 
dark body, flies seaward. Three 
species of Egret follow. And the 
summer cuckoos call continually. 
The Koel, the male of which is a 
black beauty, screams its name. A 
Red-Winged Crested Cuckoo, 
with a monotonous "beep-beep" 
sounds like a reversing car. The 
Plaintive Cuckoo has a 
downward call: "whee, whee, 
whee, whee, bubbbbble". The 
Indian Cuckoo gives a quick four
note call, like the opening notes 
of Beethoven's Fifth. And the 
Greater Coucal, a fine bird of 
chestnut and black, utters its deep 
booming : "oorn, oom, oom ... ". 
From a distant hill, you can hear 
the Chinese Francolin: "Come to 
the Peak, ha-ha." 

brain fev-er, 
brain fev-er, 
boouw, boouw, 
boouw, boouw, 
koe l, koe l, koe l, ... 

What are 
you doing? 

I'm trying to 
confuse Jim! ..• 
beep-beep, 
whee, whee, 
whee, whee, 
bubbbbble, 

( 

oom, oom, oom ... 
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Look skyward. A female 
White-Bellied Sea-Eagle plays 
with her offspring, tumbling in 
the blue. A pair breed on an 
island in Port Shelter. They are at 
the limits of their range here: 
their stronghold is probably the 
rocky coasts of the Great 
Australian Bight. Bonelli's Eagles 
breed on Razor Hill: their 
underbodies are white. The 
Crested Goshawk displays on 
flickering wings; fluffing upper 
tail feathers to attract a spouse. 
House Swifts (dark below) and 
Barn Swallows (white below) 
wheel; the swallows nest in 
Tower 2. 
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Turn to the hill again. The 
common pigeon is the Spotted 
Dove, its cooing is a familiar 
summer sound. Bulbuls (3 
species: Chinese, Crested, and 
Red-Vented) are abundant. The 
Crested and Red-Vented are 
indeed so; the Chinese has no red. 
Flashing between the trees, the 
Besra (a dark-backed 
sparrowhawk) is resident on our 
hill. It can take a Magpie-Robin. 
These black-and white birds have 
a variety of tuneful calls, and sit 
on wires in the calm. On the 
rocks of the waterfall, a lone 
Crested Serpent-Eagle consumes a 
snake, and flies away with 
ponderous wings. Note the white 
line at the trailing edge below. On 
the hill, it is easy to hear the 
musical calls of the Hwamei; a 
common cagebird, this 
laughingthrush is all brown with 
a white-rimmed eye. And 
breeding near the Phase II 
apartments is the Blue Magpie. 
Black, white, blue, and red (bill), 
this long-tailed bird can be seen 
on wires in the early morning. 
The Long-Tailed Shrike is a 

belligerent bird; with tail 
twitching, and black mask 
frowning, it sits, grey-and-rufous, 
in a prominent position. It 
impales insects on a stick. Large
Billed Crows are obvious: their 
cawing is described as mocking. A 
common starling is the Black
Necked. The bird is pied in 
plumage, and is called the 
"hurdy-gurdy bird" for its 
rhythmic calls. The small birds 
include the Common Tailorbird 
(greenish above, with reddish cap; 
it sews a beautiful nest), and the 
Great Tit (black-and-white). 

Are there any birds in the 
treeless areas? Yes! The 
commonest HKUST bird is the 
Crested Myna, whose black-and
white wings suggest a large 
butterfly. Tree Sparrows (distinct 
from the House Sparrow of 
Europe, and a distant relation of 
the magnificent American 
sparrows), are prolific. 

The seasons advance. In 
fall, birds move through from 
southern climes. 

"Humpty Dumpty 
had a great fall ..• " 

Big deal Dad! · 
What about the 
rest of his year? 

Now, the House Swifts are 
admixed with Pacific Swifts. Note 
the longer wings. They come 
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from Australia, and move to 
northern Russia. Grey-Faced 
Buzzards move north also: a flock 
of 20 passed over HKUST in fall 
1995. Anonymous from below, a 
close view will show a black 
stripe down the chin (a mesial 
streak). 

In winter, lone Buzzards 
(northern migrants) quarter: 
recognise them by large black 
spots on white underwings. On 
Tower 1, a European Kestrel 
spends the cold months, and 
attacks hillside birds by day. On 
the hill, the Olive-Backed Pipit 
perches; it is a cold grey above, 
and streaked below. Wagtails 
abound. On the rocks by the 
waterfall, the Grey Wagtail (grey 
above, yellow below), flicks; 
White Wagtails (pied) are 
common. The Siberian Stonechat 
(a confiding, perky, bird, which 
seeks the highest point) is a 
mixture of rufous, black, and 
white. 

Confiding, 
perky, seeks 
the highest 
point ... does 
this description . 
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anybody ... Yes, ~~~ 

· ME' ~ it's ~ 

The lucky observer will find a 
Siberian Rubythroat. This 
essentially grey bird has an 
iridescent scarlet throat-patch: we 
have seen it from our balcony. 

The Daurian Redstart has white 
wing flashes in d~rk wings, and 
red on the body. The Blackbird 
(probably not the European 
species - the call is different) flock 
on campus. From my office, Blue 
R_ock-Thrushes perch on the crags 
of the Phase II buildings. On the 
hill again, the red-capped Chinese 
Bush-Warbler (a Cettia species, 
with only 10 tail feathers, instead 
of the usual 12), winters. The 
genus Phylloscopus is well 
represented in Hong Kong. With 
members from Africa eastwards, 
Yellow-Browed and Pallas' 
Warblers (both greenish, the 
latter with a yellow rump) are 
common on our hill in winter. 
The Japanese White-Eye (with 
staring eye accentuated by white 
eyering) is abundant at all times, 
augmented by winter visitors. 
And, no Hong Kong hill is 
complete without its resident 

· party of Black-Faced 
Laughingthrushes; members of 
the group (brownish, with black 
face mask) follow each other all 
day from bush to bush. Not all 
sparrows are sparrows! Look 
closely for the black face of the 
Black-Faced Bunting, and the 
chestnut face of the Little 
Bunting. Both are winter visitors: 

. they will soon be off to Japan and 
northern China. 

It is spring. More 
sparrowhawks pass. It is not easy 
to pick the Japanese 
Sparrowhawk from the Besra: the 
migrant is paler above. Down on 
our little beach, a group of Red
Necked Phalaropes spin in the 
water. These ,;,vaders create 
vortices to bring up food. The 
Long-Tailed Shrike briefly shares 
its habitat with a cousin: the more 
demure Brown Shrike. Similarly 
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masked, but shorter-tailed, and 
less-demonstrative - they come 
through HKUST in May. The 
Black Drongo, with forked tail, 
and sallying habit, is obvious. 

There is a message. 
Mercifully, HKUST retains much 
hillside, which should, please, be 
preserved. The birds need and 
appreciate the wilderness. And 
may· I appeal for a marsh? Grass 
and reeds around a pond. This 
would be a wonderful oasis for 
both migrants and wintering 
birds, and further enrichment of 
HKUST's not inconsiderable 
avifauna would result. Some 60 
birds are listed above; the Hong 
Kong list is about 450. A first for 
Hong Kong, on the HKUST 
campus, would be an 
achievement indeed! Jl 

1 3 

60? Hey, Jim. 
That's not right
you forgot to 
include me! 

... and me! 

..• and me! 

..• and me! 

... and me! 

JJl[Jrn,WW~~[] 
Murres and some 
penguins don't bother 
with nests. They simply 
incubate their eggs by 
resting them on their 
feet! 

Haue a Hice Day! 

Once upon a time, we 
knew comfortably little about this 
world, but the mruvels of 
scientific investigation have 
changed all that. There was a 
time when a person would get up 
in the morning, eat a hearty 
breakfast, say goodbye to the 
family and drive to work to make 
some money. But we learn new 
things every day - and they are 
mostly bad. 

Let us begin at the 
beginning. Orange juice is bad -
too much sugar, and the citric 
acid gnaws at the stomach 
lining. Eggs contain cholesterol, 
which clogs the artery leading to 
the heart. Bacon is even worse -
animal fatt Toast contains 
starch - very fattening. Butter 
has cholesterol again, and jelly 
contains sugar, which will rot 
the teeth right out of ymrr head. 
Coffee can ruin your neJ:Ves and 
contribute to duodenal ulcers. 
The tannic acid in tea will 
convert your stomach into an old 
seal boot. Since water is full of 
chlorine, and milk contains 

.. traces of strontium 90, your best 
bet is to have a beer for breakfast. 
But be sure to eat the cant 
Otherwise you contribute to 
pollution of the environment -



and you need the roughage 
anyway. 
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You can take the car or 
bus to work, but not with an easy 
conscience. Remember air 
pollution and the cities strangled 
by freeways? Better walk. But 
wear a hat. Sunshine can cause 
skin cancer. The rules for 
breakfa5t apply to ltmch vvith 
equal rigidity. Vegetables are 
sprayed with pesticides, fish 
contain mercury and fowl are 
full of lead pellets. It would be 
best to settle for a gin and tonic. 
The quinine in the tonic will 
protect you from malaria 
microbes in the gin. 

When you get home in the 
evening, try some exercise, but 
choose carefully. Jogging 
c;lamages the discs in the spine, 
walking breaks dovm. the arches 
of the feet and swimming 
damages the ears. Push-ups 
strain the heart. Since you can't 
have any dinner, it's \vise to take 
some scotch whisky and as the 
sun goes dovvn, you can reflect 
upon the non-events of the day. 

LAST WORDS 
You k..rnru.J you are aettmn ora wkn ... 

... your idea of 
a night out is · 
moving the TV 
out onto the 
balcony! 

TRADING 
POST 
Clothes Dryer For Sale 

Clothes dryer, used less than one year -
$800. Available June 15. · 

Please call Joanne 2335. 1017 
or Email: 

IN% "BODAN@usthk.ust.hk". 
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