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J-{ ... otlJ cfo you mea,~u.re success? 

REDBIRD is necnfy 3 years ofr{ anci Has 
prodi.~ced 25 issues. Last 111ont!i ·we were 

crowing a6out a 10 paae BUMPER 
issue. This month, for the first time, we 

nave a SUPER BUMPER 
issue with 12 JXl[JCS. 'E11ou9h said ... 

){;'CU'/ 11111.<!/lj; -

~GJ~[P[TI~ 

~ oo m ® ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ 
fTi"il r-:::1 @1 fTi"il IQ_ @1 r-e::l /J ,::sm,, r:-!::I @1 
~M®~PJ®MPDb~o® 

Chinese torture at HKUST? 

If school bus users Yvere recently 
perplexed at drivers being interrogated 
by HKUST security staff regarding 
their destination, they have no need to 
,vony. The task was aimed at 
providing useful infonnation to readers 
of HONG NIAO. 

Below is a list of schools served by 
buses from our campus: 

Beacon Hill Primary School 
Bethel High School 
California International School 
Chinese International School 
Clear \Vater Bay International School 
CreatiYe Kindergarten 
German Swiss International School 
Gloria English Primary School & 
Kindergarten 
Hang Hau Fung To Kindergarten 
Heep Yunn Primary School 

• King George V School 
Kin Baptist Church Kindergaiten 

• Mary Lord Pui Ching Primary School 
Po Ma Shan Chinese International School 
(Kindergaiten) 
Pui Ching Primary School (Kindergarten) 
Rhenish Church Kindergarten 
Rosary Street School 

Mike Hudson, 
Director of EMO 

School days 
can be the best 
days of your life. 

Yes ... 
provided your 
kids are old 
enough to go! 



It's time to say 
"Thank You!" 

There is an old Chinese saying: "Once 
the god's mouth is sweetened and fed, 
you'll be ensured future prosperity." 

The University Women's Group 
(UWG) plan to ensure the continuing 
supply of HONG NIAO! It will be 
holding a luncheon to honour Maria 
Hackett, its editor, (along with Jim, 
her husband) for 3 years dedication to 
REDBIRD. Ed Spodick, is also to be 
honoured for his contributions to 
UWG. 

All Senior Staff and their partners are 
welcome to attend - it will be on a self
pay basis. 

Place: Staff Restaurant 
Time: 12 noon 
Date: Wednesday 8 November 1995 

See you there! 

Jean Tong, 
Secretary U\VG 

Please RSVP by November 3 
Email: UWG 

Lilly Cue 
Levan Gray 
Ying Kwok 
Judith Tang 

!Jean Tong 

or 
'ft' (2358) 8 16 7 
'ft' (2358) 8 3 2 4 
'fi' 2335-1011 
'Ii' (2358) 8 16 9 
'ft' (2358) 81 3 0 

Hey, look! 
REDBIRD is 
blushing. 
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How can you tell? 

A new development 

The on-campus photo developing 
service has now moved to 4th floor of 
the Students' Union (lift 2 - near 
Security office). 

UWG - more than just 
a women's social group 

Since 1991, the UWG, through 
voluntary efforts, has initiated or 
participated in the following projects. 
It has: 

• Contiibuted funds towards the purchase of 
HKUST's dragon boat 
Donated clothing and food to the Vietnam 
boat people's camp 

• Donated money and books to the Queen 
Maude Government Secondary School in 
Junk Bay 

• Donated paintings and posters to the 
Hannony House for Abused Women 

• Donated money to the needy family of a 
University staff member 
Raised funds for, and supported, the 
Hainan Proj ect. It has helped to build a 
school and provide educational materials 
for the needy minority children of the hills 
of Hainan Island, China. 

We need your support in kind and in 
cash. If you are fem ale, senior staff, or 
a partner of senior staff, you can 
become a member - it costs only 
HK$100 per year. Attendance at every 
meeting is not obligatory. Do come 
and join us! 

Jean Tong, 
Secretary UW G 

Who are UWG's 
new officers? 

President: Lilly Cue 
Secretary: Jean Tong 
Treasurer: Judith Tang 
Interest Group 
Coordinator: Levan Gray 

( . 
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Swapped any 
good books lately? 

Outside HONG NIAO headquarters in 
Tower 1, 6th floor lobby, you will find 
a small collection of books and 
magazines to swap. While at present 
the collection is modest, your 
contiibutions will help to make it grow. 

To gain access to Tower 1, just buzz 
flat 6B, and REDBIRD will let you in. 

Maria Hackett 
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Contributions will also 
improve the selection! 

Interested 1n 
a kit home? 

Tina Wong from Lucky Kit 
Property Agency has told our 
REDBIRD that they are the most active 
property agents in the Sai Kung and 
Clearwater Bay areas. She says they 
have a number of houses available. 
These are most suitable for expatriates, 
and she has already dealt with a number 
of staff from our University. 

~ 

Lucky K it Property Agency, 
2/F 12 Tai Po Tsai Village, 

Clearwater Bay 
Ph: 2719.8038 & 901.17123 

Or maybe a church home? 

Following is a list of churches that 
several HKUST families attend. Please 
visit them if you are looking for a 
church home. 

Margaret Shen 

~ 
["--------~f)angdtca:("1:ommuntt:y '<t~utif·-··--·1 
! Pastor: Rev. Jim Smith ! 
! Ytv1CA, 4/F Assembly Hall ! 
j Tsirn Sha Tsui j 
I Ph: 2723.4777 I 
i Fax: 2721.9920 · 
1

1
· (Bible -centred preaching; contemporary music; hymns I 
1 

& choruses; Su11day school; Filipi110 f ellowship;! 
i Harvesters' Youth Club; Adult & Children's Choirs;! 
I Evangelism Explosion Trai11i11g) !1 

i +++ 
! Jk-Ohlfoou '{!tong ~1Ha:ncc "1:fJutdJ ! 
! (of the Chinese Christian I 
I & ~1issionary Alliance) · 
, Rev. Richard Schaefer 
! 134 Waterloo Road (cnr. Waterloo & 
I Lancashire Rd.) 
I Kowloon Tong I 
! Ph: 2338.7181-3 
i (lnteri1atio11al, E11glish speaking co11gregatio11) 
i +++ 
! "1:1ea:ttllattt' r13a:y & ~at .Jlung 
l 1.tc.sutttction Qt}Jut'dJ 
! (Anglican) 
! }..1inister: Len Firth 
1

1 

Sam Yuk J\1iddle School Chapel 
12 Mles Clearwater Bay Road 

I Ph: 279.21873 
i +++ 
I ~t. ~n~tci.u'.S" ct~Ut'c}J 

!

1
1 

(Anglican-Episcopal) 
, Vicar: Rev. John Aldis 

1 
138 Nathan Road 

i Kowloon 
! Ph: 

0

2367.1478 I 
i (Morning & eve11i11g worship; Holy Commu11io11; ! 
j Fellowship meetings; Bible sh1dies) 
. +++ I 1fnte:tnatfotta:l 113apti.S"t ctljutclj 
I Pastor: Rev. Robert Smith 
! Ph: 2890.6070 
! Fax: 2891.6320 
j (All services in English; Internatio11al ministry) 
. +++ 

I 1fnttttta:tioua1 <tljri.S"tia:u ~.S"cmbly 
, Pastor: Rev. Leroy Cloud I 

I LC.A. Church 
! 121 Wan Tsui Road I Chai Wan 
! & 
· Golden Hung Kai Theatre 
1. 483 King's Road 

North Point I Ph: 2527.2270 
f ................... (Services.for families; Sunday _SchooIJ ..... .......... ... .. 
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In this t'.CW section, tnc 'Estates J.{miagcmrnt 
offi~ Wi({ reaufor(y provicfe us witf: tips on tfie 
dom estic se{j-fiefp front. Its nim is to rnve us 
ALL tir.-.e cmcl effort. 'Eel. 

Has the spark gone 
out of your life? 

Occupants of Towers I to IV who 
have gas cookers may be able to solve a 
simple problem without contacting EMO or 
Town Gas. The ignition system in your 
cooker refies upon a 9 volt battery to 
provide the spark. The battery, which is 
stocked by Park 'n Shop on campus, can 
be reached by simply removing the bottom 
front cover of the cooker - It is easy to 
replace. We have ignition, hopefully no l~t 
off I 

Those of you who live in other 
residences on campus have the luxury of 
battery free cookers. 

Estates Managemert Office 

Here's another 
helpful tip ... 
always clean 
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your cooker when 
its interior begins 
to look like a 
science experiment! 

ON THE 
GR PE U I NE 

'Illis montn we rece ived n nu1116er of questions from 
"Jm 'Enthusiastic ~cfer." Jl(;K,F Jfudson, 'Diredor 
of '£'),{Q re.<ponds. 

REDBIRD: I am a resident at 
the newly completed on
campus Senior Staff Quarters. 
After living here for two and a 
half months, I have the 
following thoughts that need 
to be shared: 

• Two Dangerous Driving Curves 

Q: Before the road turns at Tower V, 
it seems that a road ramp is needed to 
stop drivers from speeding. 

ff: A contractor llas already started 
work improving the crossing. Speed 
bumps w1ll soon be installed and a 
proper crossing point marked 

Q: On the road behveen Towers VI 
a:nd VII, there is no buffer area: fcir 
walking, as there is at Towers V and 
V1 Both drivers and walkers have to 
be very watchful in this combined 
walking/driving zone. 

ff.: This is more difficult because of' 
the con/Jguration of' the r oad system 
caipark and block entrance. .ft was 
possible to incorporate a footpath /'or 
blocks 5 and 6 but not for Block 7. U~ 
are reviewing whether there is 
a11ything to be gained by improved 
s1gns and road markings. 

• ff Public Hanging Rack 

Q: I find these buildings have 
terrific sunshine from morning till 
afternoon (on both sides of the flats ). 
Due to the poor ventilation from th e 
small window in the laundry room 
area. and my desire to preserve 
natural energy (both sunlight and 
wind) by not using artificial 
electricity, I very often want to ·hang 
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my laundry clothes and blankets 
outside (for hygienic reasons as well). 
In comparison with the nearby 
laundry room at the Postgraduate 
Hall, our facilities are inadequate, 
and I feel we residents definitely need 
a public hanging rack With the vast 
empty parking lot area and roof tops, 
I am sure that to choose a good site for 
one wou 

6 
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No. No. I'm quite 
certain that isn't 
what the writer 
meant/ . 

ff : For safety reasons, residents are 
not encouraged to use roof areas. 
Children are very tempted to explore 
theni - while 1f1e parapet heights 
comply with regulations, they are 
only 1.1 metres high. ~ will tJy to 
make a public hanging provision -
similar to the P. G. residences - at 
ground level if we can find suitable 
space. Secwity of the items will have 
to be the responsibility of those who 
choose to use the facility. 

• Recreation Brea 

Q: With a vast, empty parking lot, 
and very few children's play facilities, 
I wonder if it is possible to set up some 
recreational items, such as barbecue 
racks, chairs, etc., for the 
community's public activities. 

HONG NIAO has been working hard 
making us into a community. But 
ironically, none of the staff quarters 
have offered any public activity 
facilities. Now that the community 
sense has been built up, the hardware 
facility should be an essential item, I 
think. 

ff : Ihe nuniber of carparking 
spaces is dictated by our lease. .! am 
not sure who would like to barbecue or 
sit i11 a carpark - there really is no 
other space. Co111mwial barbecues 
prese11t problems - the nJbbish Uiat is 
lei! the deaning-up that has to be 
done, and sometin1es there are noisy 
users - .! think U1ey are best sited some 
distance awayfJ-om residential areas. 
.! w1derstand barbecue facilities will 
be available at the beach to the north 
of the Swimming Pool in the not too 
distant luture; and they will be 
Ji1corporated into the University 
Centre wider construction They will 
also be available in the communal 
garden area, as part of the Shaw site 
development 

• Too much Light 

Q: This was pointed out by one of 
my visitors. Surely, we are rich. and 
have a police patrol which reinforces 
the safety of our lives and properties. 
So out of what necessity do we need 
these many lights in the evening? 

ff : Lighting levels around the 
canipus were designed with either 
reference to international lighting 
standards or by Hong Kong 
Goveniment requirements. However, 
users of our bw!dings could do a Jot to 
reduce conswnption by turning off 
iJghting when they leave their of/lees 
and Jabs. External lighting is 
provided for both safety and security 
reasons ,and roads and paths meet the 
required standards. Lighting levels 
are reduced in public areas after 11.00 
pm, when the .libraiy closes. Lighting 
of sports facilities are set at 
recreational, rather than inter
national performance levels, 5iit the 
Swimming Pool lighting will soon 
have to be increased to comply with 
an increased standard required by 
Jaw. One area we are investigating is 
the lighting level in the car park. 



Is Your 
Flat 

Bugged? 
by Al Clancy 

Most people's interest in 
cockroaches is limited to seeking 
ways to get rid of these pesky little 
creatures. If the reader is of such 
a persuasion, then the non
eradication related information 
contained herein may be of Ii ttle 
or no value. I suggest you skip 
directly to paragraph four or five 
for cockroach control and erad
ication information. 

Croton bug is another 
name for the cockroach, although 
this moniker is seldom used. It 
may come as a surprise to some 
that the cockroach's nearest 
relative is the praying mantis. 
However, many would not find 
the cockroach as interesting as its 
first cousin. Cockroaches and 
mantises belong to the Order 
Dictyoptera (Sub-orders Blattaria 
and Mantodea respectively). 

According to the Urban 
Council publication, "Hong Kong 
Insects," by Dr. Dennis Hill 
(HKU) and Dr. Wilken W.K. 
Cheung (CUHK), "Cockroaches 
are world-renowned scavengers 
and domestic pests, but they are 
essentially a tropical group, and 
very well represented in Hong 
Kong." According .to the authors, 
the commonest local species is 
the large (34 mm) American 
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Cockroach (Periplaneta 
a111erica11a); the smaller 
(18 mm) Oriental Cockroach 
(Blatta orientalis) is not very 
common in Hong Kong, but is 
more common in Europe -
perhaps they are travelling on 
British passports. The tiny 
(13 mm) German Cockroach 
(Blatella gennanica) is found 
everywhere - from compost 
heaps and woodlands, to 
domestic premises. 

A few years ago a large 
multinational pest control firm 
conducted a national cockroach 
hunt in the UK. Results of 
examinations of cockroaches 
collected from 40 random 
premises indicted 18 species of 
bacteria on their bodies and 
thirteen species in their excreta. 
Six of the thirteen species can 
cause food poisoning. Three 
quarters of the sampled 
cockroaches were carrying 
Escherichia coli (E. coli), 21% 
were carrying Streptococcus 
faecalis, 8% carried Pseudonzonas 
aeruginosa and a few were 
carrying Vibrio species and 
Clostridi um perfringens. 

He's actually very clever ... 
he's an entomologist etymologist. 

It means that 
he studies 
bug languages! 

What's that? 
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This knowledge certainly 
reinforces one's lack of 
enthusiasm for having 
cockroaches as diimer guests or 
even housemates, although there 
apparently has never been 
conclusive evidence of a case of 
cockroach related food poisoning. 

According to conventional 
pest control approaches, there are 
three lines of attack against pests 
such as cockroaches. These are: 
1) exclusion, 2) restriction, and 
3) destruction - in that order. 
Exclusion means it's best to 
exclude cockroaches from your 
home in the first place. This is 
accomplished by making sure 
doors, windows, and any other 
possible means of entry, are 
sealed adequately. 

Cockroaches can take the 
stairs, elevators, drainpipes, or 
just hitch a ride on incoming 
cargo. Thus, assuming the 
occasional expert B&E (breaking 
and entering) cockroach does gain 
access to your home, restrict its 
access to food sources by properly 
storing food items and keeping 
crumbs and food tidbits cleaned 
up. 

Finally, when exclusion 
and restriction efforts prove 
inadequate, destruction via traps, 
poisons and I or baits is the 
control method of last resort. 
Now available in Hong Kong, is 
a cockroach bait which is getting 
good reviews from users. The 
product offered here for 
households is called "Combat," 
which is available locally - I've 
seen it both at Wellcome and at 
Park 'n Shop as well as some of 
the small "hardware store" type 
places. Also available is an 
industrial-grade product called 
"Maxforce" for institutions and 
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commercial pest-.control firms. 
"Combat" is marketed in small 
bait stations which may be too 
small for some of the larger 
cockroaches to access. However, 
if large cockroaches are the 
problem, it is possible to tear off 
the cover allowing the little 
critters to get their forelegs 
directly into the trough. Kitchens 
and bathrooms are the areas 
where the bait stations are to be 
located, according to the manu
facturer of "Combat," with the 
larger number going in the 
kitchen. 

Trade name of the active 
ingredient is hydramethylnon 
and the makers report it is most 
active against "energetic" insects. 
Increases in ambient temperature 
and in insect activity are alleged 
to increase the poison's speed of 
kill. The manufacturer also 
claims that, so far, no resistance 
to the poison has been demon
strated. Single feedings are 
supposed to be effective against 
target insects which serve as 
carriers of the active ingredient, 
and these can in turn kill other 
insects which dine on their 
corpses. 

I once new a 
cockroach who 
was always 
very depressed. 

It all got a bit 
too much for 
him ... one day 
he committed 
insecticide! 

What happened 
to it? 



Being coprophagous (eating one's 
own faeces) and cannibalistic, 
cockroaches spread the poison 
among their friends and 
neighbours. This multi-plicative 
effect can result in the 
cumulative death of 44 cock
roaches from one poisoned 
feeder. 

Also, there is a bait 
specifically made for ants. 
According to the manufacturer, 
ants carry the bait back to their 
colonies where the larvae digest 
the solid bait and regurgitate it as 
a liquid to feed the queen and the 
rest of the colony. Since ants will 
also feed on dead cockroaches, it 
is possible that using the cock
roach bait is a "two birds with one 
stone" proposition. 

Al thoughhydra 111 ethyl non 
causes death by inhibiting the 
formation of ATP (adenosine 
triplzosphate) and ATP formation 
is critical to organisms other than 
cockroaches, the manufacturer's 
technical data on the product 
indicates it is a low toxicity 
pesticide. Furthermore, the 
amount of active ingr~dient in 
the baits is very low, with the 
commercial product containing 
only 2%. As an example of its 
low toxicity, the manufacturer 
claims a 35 pound dog would 
have to eat 14 tubes of gel or 600 
small roach or ant bait stations to 
ingest a lethal amount of poison. 
Shelf life for "Maxforce" is 
approximately 2 years, or until 
completely consumed. However, 
it is broken down by UV, so 
placement should avoid direct 
sunlight. The manufacturer 
recommends around 3 months 
for the "Combat" bait stations, 
although this is probably because 
it is not easy to see the bait to 
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determine if it has been con
sumed yet. 

The author receives no 
financial gain in any way for this 
product endorsement - no 
remuneration from the 

· manufacturer, no shares in the 
firm. This article is simply a 
testimonial to a product which 
has provided good results to this 
user who thinks that others may 
also enjoy a decrease, if not 
complete annihilation, of the 
cockroach population in their 
households. However, one very 
important caveat is that, because 
the cockroaches must eat the bait 
in order to be poisoned, there 
must be a minimum of other 
food sources availabl~or they 
will not partake. 

Not all birds take to the 
wing to migrate: 
Californian mountain 
quails prefer to walk, 
Greenland guillemots to 
swim. 

... and I like to 
travel First Class ! 
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YOUR HORIZONS 

ON A SHORTER WA VE! 

by Bob Coggeshall 

We campus dwellers live in 
a hole ... a radl~ ception hole.,.that 
is. There are only a handful of 
English language stations 
broadcasting in Hong Kong, and 
only a few of them are receivable 
from the HK.UST cam pus. 

a the local stations 
receivable on cam pus, there is quite 
ii good classical station with bi
lingual hosts at FM 9 8 .9. And on 
the AM band,AM 5 6 7 provides 
good local news coverage. AM 
1040 has similar,news-oriented 
programming. Also, there is a feed 
of the BBCfrom London at AM 
6 7 5 with an unsurpassed selection 
of high-quality programming. You 
can get a detailed listing of their 
programming in the TV section of 
the Sunday Eastern Express 
newspaper. 

A shortw'ave radio will 
enable you to expand upon this 
very limited set of local options. 
With a shortwave,you will be able 
to receive news, music, and even 
propaganda, from dozens of sources 
and languages worldwide. While 
listening to Radio Pyongyang, you 
begin to think the Great President 
Leader Kim I 1 Sung was responsible 
for all that is good in North Korea. 
And listening to Radio France, you 
might for a moment be convinced 
they have every right to conduct 
nuclear tests in the Sou th Pacific. 

9 
And when all 
the canisters of 
radioactive waste 
that have been dumped 
into the ocean finally 
corrode, we'll have 
nuclear fishin' ! 

Most easily received short
wav e stations with significant 
English language programming 
include: Radio Japan, Voice of 
Russia, Radio Australia, and BBC 
With some caJ·eful tuning and 
listening early or late in the day, 
one can also pick up Voice of 
America, Monitor Radio (with 
programming very similar to 
American public radio),Radio 
Netherlands, etc, etc, etc. Beginning 
in the early evenings, literally 
hundreds of stations are available. 

You can pick up a very 
reasonable Sony or Phillips set, for 
instance, for under HK$700. fur 
those of you who like specific 
advice, go check out the Sony I<r2 2 
at Tai Lin Radio in Telford Quden, 
at the Kowloon Bay MTR stop. If 
you want to just dabble, there are 
crappy radios in the street markets 
such as Temple ·street, available for 
under HK$150, but they are only 
good for receiving the most 
powerful stations. 

Reception is always best 
near a window. Reception quality 
can vary from day-to-day, season
to-season. The trick is to scan 
carefully and slow Iy through the 
bands at different times of the_day. 
Most of the major stations 
broadcast simultaneously on 
multiple frequency bands, and 
you'll almost always be able to pick 
one up. 



To Russia, 
with Love 

1 0 

From July 16 to 28 this year, my 
family toured four northern European 

countries as we ll as Russia. 

Part II: Moscow 
July 23 to 25. 

O n July 23 we flew with 

Aeroflot to Moscow. A tiny 54 year old 
lady who sat next to me, looked much 
older than our 60 year old Uncle Chan. 
She asked me how to use the wrapped 
wet towel she had been given. I 
learned from her that there were 33 
characters in the Russian alphabet. 

With a July temperature of 25 
degrees celsius at noon, it seemed hot. 
Our Moscow tour guide, a Moscow 
University physics major graduate, 
works during the tourist season to 
support his yearly living. 

We toured the following sites: 

ni!i..tary nuseu.ffl..: No photos 
were allowed. Relics and pictures of 
the battle fought in Moscow during 
WWII were well preserved. I noticed 
a roll of red fabric full of Chinese 
calligraphic signatures. This time I 
was the one to do the interpreting. 
They were the signatures of members 
of the Chinese Red Army who had 
appreciated Russian help in liberating 
China during WWII. I could not read 
the exact date. 

Hoscow University: This 
was built in the 1750's, and was 
another magnificent construction. 
According to the tour guide, good 
professors are willing to teach abroad 
to fill their pockets. I remembered 

. th13.t St. Petersburg had produced Mr. 
Mendelev who invented the chemistry 
periodic table . 

Tell me ..• Does 
the name Pavlov 
ring a bell? 

, 
. 
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Rm 8ciuo.re: It did not have the 
grandeur of Tianamen Square in China, 
however it was paved with red bricks. 
We quickly viewed the inside of the 
GUM department store - the biggest 
one in Russia. It was full of western 
imports with famous brand perfumes, 
cosmetics, clothes, etc. The toilet 
facility charged me 200 rubles, which 
I felt was inappropriate because it was 
dirty, smelly, there was no paper 
provided and not as clean and 
enjoyable as the shop. 

The :'JG.remli..n: It was a yellow
painted building, although not too 
grand, but comparable with the 
Chinese belief that yellow was for the 
Emperor. We were not allowed to 
walk close to the building. I found the 
world's biggest cannon there - though 
never having been fired - pointed 
directly towards the Kremlin. What 
bad feng shui that would be to the 
Chinese. No wonder President Yeltsin 
was hospitalised. Next to the cannon 
was the world's biggest and heaviest 
bell. It had fallen apart on the ground, 
due to its heavy weight. It never 
strikes. Again, not a good sign to the 
Chinese. 

( 
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M.os cow rt'J1l: This was an 
amazing construction to us, and its 
inner connection was very good. It 
was built right after WWII when 
Russia won over Germany. Our brave 
tour guide led a group of 30 of us 
inside. Local travellers appeared 
well -disciplined: no noise, just 
quietly sitting and reading. There 
were plenty of mosaic pictures, and 
the marble and bronze sculptures 
made us believe this was the world's 
prettiest MTR. The Egyptian lotus 
marble pole, inside the MTR, looked 
like a bundle of pineapple leaves. I 
told the tour guide our Chinese lotus 
leaves did not look like this. 
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noscow TV Tower: We were 
the only tour group to reach the tower 
that day. Each one of us was bodily 
searched, even right down to the folds 
of our umbrellas. It was so annoying 
because it took so long. This tower is 
still a state-run enterprise, and the 
only guard was heavily equipped with 
a machine-gun. The elevator ran 
slowly and the telephones looked so old 
that I could not remember having seen 
these types before. Due to heavy 
cloud, there was not much to be seen 
from the tower. Had it not been cloudy, 
we would have seen the whole of 
Moscow. It had been such a 
frustrating experience - but another 
brave try from the tour guide. 

rtoscow Ci.rcus : No photos were 
allowed. It cost us 7,000 rubles (less 
than US$2) to watch a one and a half 
hour show. Local people were well 
dressed. Pop corn, cotton candy and 
soft drinks were sold - just like in the 
Western world . Performers had 
received good training and were very 
skilled. I noticed young trainees, aged 
below 10, performing on stage. 

8ou.ve.ni..Ts: Famous Russian Dolls 
(in Russia they call them "old ladies") 
caught lots of attention. The army 
watch which stopped running the next 
day was not a good buy, nor was the 
one we bought for US$10 at the hotel 
which stopped one month later. Some ) 
better ones, but containing Russian 

words, confused us even more. Caviar, 
which is meant for export to earn 
money, is limited to 3 or 4 cans per 
person. This is the Russian idea of 
liberating the economy. 

Have you ever noticed 
that all great historical 
events occurred right next 
door to souvenir shops? 

~vi.ng M.oscow: Upon leaving 
Moscow's custom's gate, two of our 
tour members were each given a 
US$100 fine. One was our Hong Kong 
tour leader who had collected tips 
from us after entering Russia and had 
not had the opportunity to declare 
them when he had entered St. Peters
burg. The other one fined had not 
known that his form should have been 
stamped upon entering Russia. A good 
lesson for everybody. 

'.Ex.chantJE Rate: Exchange rate 
in 1990, according to our Moscow 
tour guide, had been 86 rubles to 
US$1 . However, our exchange rate 
was 4,400 rubles for US$1. I do not 
know if my US$1 was worth more or 
less. 

Conclusion: We had had an 
interesting stay. Before leaving for 
Russia, a friend had joked, "Are you 
sure there are private shower rooms 
in Russia?" However, Russia had 
normal hotels with private shower 
rooms. I had found and enjoyed a 
country deep in culture and glorious 
history. 
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Monthly Helper Required 

Helper required one day per month (not 
weekends). Hours 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Immediate start. Days to be worked out 
together on a month-to-month basis. 
Usual rates. Person living on-campus 
preferred. 

Contact: Maria Hackett e 8266. 

IS TOP PRESS 

Home Decorating 
& Campus Living 

At the next meeting of the U \VG there 
will be a special discussion on this 
topic. 

It will be held on Thursday November 
2, from (note the new time) 7.30 - 9.00 
in the evening in Apartment 47, Phase 
II. Please b1ing along a dessert to 
share. All members and new members 
are welcome. 

Editor, Cartoons 
c, Production 

Maria Hackett 
Tt/68 

~ 2358.8 2 6 6 
Email "REDBIRD" or 

IN%" REDE IRD@usthk.ust .hk" 

Reqular Contributors 
Swallow Wei T7/1B 
,a, 2358.2267 
Carol Lunce T2/4A 
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Raymond A. Dragan 
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HONG NIAO is a monthly newsletter 
distributed free to HKUST Senior Staff and their 
families. It is published with resources _soli~ited 
by members of the UWG and others. It 1s pnnted 
by ETC. Each issue is distributed in th~ first_,~·eek 
of each month. All entries should be in 1rnting. 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS 
1 STH OF EACH MONTH 

LAST WORDS 
you. knoi.v you. a.re getthUJ o[d 

i.vhen . ... 

... they start 
playing your 
favourite songs 
on the piped-in 
music at the 
supermarket! 
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