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A NEWSLETIER FOR RESIDENTS AT 
THE HONG KONG UNILIERSITY OF 
SCIENCE v· TECHNOLOGY 

\Velcome to Issue No. 6. HK UST 
residents have taken this little Red Bird 
to their hearts! Six months down the track, 
we would like to take this opportunity of 
briefly reviewing progress. 

A small team be£an the newsletter as a 
response to an expressed feeling of a lack 
of "community" on campus. However, we 
were not at all cenain that a newsletter was 
the ans\ver. So it was decided that it 
would only continue if it was viewed as a 
l.filDJ. venture. That is, its continuation 
was subject to a tangible response by 
residents. Thus, if residents were not 
prepared to contribute, then that would be 
taken as proof of a Jack of need and our 
bird would fly the coop. 

However, we are delighted to say that by 
the 15th of each month, Tower l/6B's 
letterbox has consistently been filled with 
entries for HONG NIAO. Not once has 
our Red Bird had to fly in search of 
tidbits to feather the nest. Residents, in 
appreciation of what HONG NIAO is all 
about, have embraced, nurtured and 
fostered this little bird. He thanks you and 
says he will continue to do his best. 

Like all previous issues, this one contains 
our regular sections which are fiUed with 
the varied and interesting contributions 
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made by our readers. In addition, we 
learn how the Hainan Project is 
developing and the success which has 
been achieved in such a short space of 
time. Lilly Hsieh again provides us with 
another entertaining glimpse into her Hong 
Kong world. Swallow 'Wei gives us a 
bird's eye view of how the Japanese view 
the Chinese, related in her own inimitable 
style in Swallow's Nest. Finally, and 
perhaps of special interest to those who 
are always on the look-out for 
bargains/tips (who isn't?) Angel a 
Castro has kindly compiled a "hit list" of 
companies that we can contact in order to 
make life easier (one day, maybe we 
should put all these valuable tips which we 
have been given together in a special 
edition). 

AJas, June marks 
the start of our 
Red Bird's 
summer rnif!Tation. 
Like many~ 
HKUST 
residents, he 
will be flying 
away to escape 
some of Hong 
Kong's heat. 
However, 
come September 
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(or thereabouts), he assures us that he will 
be back on the job, refreshed and ready to 
continue his work on HONG NIAO. He 
hopes that he will be able to take up where 
he left off (took off?). 

Now I must fly .-
Editor 

This is an opportunity for you to roice 
your opinions/concerns on anything 
affectin the HKVST communit . 

Dear Editor, 

I would like to tell your readers about our 
recent visit to Hainan. On April 17, the 
representatives of the Project Hainan 
Association (PHA), Si-'\-Vei Chi, 
Lily Cue, Sophie Hui, Yvonne 
'\Voo and Meiling Yeh left Hong Kong 
for Hainan on an eight day observation 
and fact-finding trip. 

We visited five primary schools for the 
minority children in the remote villages 
near Tongza City. We were touched by 
the people's cheerful spirit and optimism 
in striving to better their lives. However, 
we were very much distressed to see the 
helplessly dismal conditions which they 
face. Most of the schools do not have 
clean running water, or any toilet facilities 
at all. They lack teachers, teaching 
equipment, classrooms, donnitories, etc. 

However, with the generous contributions 
made to the PHA and a special donation 
from the five members of this trip, we 
were able to assist in the following ways:-

1. Lay the groundwork in the 
building of a ten unit donnitory for 
the teachers and students in Fu Li 
Primary school 

2. Provide running water to Mao Dao 
Primary school 

3. Contributed RM$2,000 each 
towards the educational needs of 
the following primary schools:
Cang Hao, Cao Ban and Ya Nan. 

All our financial contributions are matched 
equally by local and provincial 
government. Therefore we only have to 
come up with one third of the total cost. 

We have made a video tape and prepared a 
photo album of this trip. If any of the 
HONG NIAO readers \Vould like to share 
in this touching and worthwhile 
experience, please get in touch with 
Yvonne '\-Voo, Xtn: 8002. 

We hope you too can make a donation 
towards this worthy cause. Please remit 
your contributions to: 

Project Hainan Association, 
Cl- Mrs. Si-Wei Liang, 
DnB 
HK UST 

Meiling Yeh 
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A section on "survival strategies" for 
the HKUST resident. If you know of 
something which will help to make our 
lives just that little bit more 
comfortable, then tell us about it. 

JUST TURNED 21.. ........ ? 

and want the key to the door. Or maybe 
you have visitors who like to come and go 
as they please. Whatever the reason, if 
you need an extra (apartment front door) 
key cut then you must see a specialist:-

Fai Tat Locksmiths, 
Shop G68, Peninsula Centre, 

T.S.T. East, 
Kowloon 

Phone: 724.2210 
Fax: (852) 723.3419 
Pager: 1168389 A/C 804 

\VELL, WELL 

\Yell, how well are you then? Why not be 
certain? Dr. Rosemary Barnett, at her 
Clearwater Bay practice, has recently 
set up two clinics to explore women's and 
babies' health issues,_:.·------

The aim of the 
Well ·woman 
Clinic is to 
provide women 
of all ages with 
the opportunity 
of having a 
general medical 
and 
gynaecological 
check-up. 
In addition, 
they will be 
able to discuss 
aspects of lifestyle 
such as diet, 

I call it sexist! 

I quite agree -
why can't we have a 
Well i\lale Bird Clinic? 

exercise and stress management 

And, in conjunction with an Everdawn 
Midwives' Health visitor, Mrs. Eirwen 
Burgess, SRN, SCM, HV, the Well 
Baby Clinic offers professional advice 
and guidance in caring for your baby. 
This includes breastfeeding, weaning, 
toilet training, sleep and behavioural 
problems. It also provides an opportunity 
for regular baby/child weight and growth 
checks. 

So if you believe that prevention is better 
than cure, why not contact: 

WELL WOMAN CLINIC, 
Clearwater Bay Practice, 
Asia Shopping Centre, 

Sil verstrand 
Everv Thursdav. 09:00 • 12.00 hrs 

For further infonnation: 
Dr. Rosemary Barnett 

Phone: 719.2528 

******* 
WELL BABY CLINIC, 
Cleanvater Bay Practice, 
Asia Shopping Centre, 

Silverstrand 
Everv Tuesdav. 09:30 · 11 :~O hrs 

For further infonnation: 
Mrs. Eirwen Burgess 

Phone: 719.6953 
or 

Dr. Rosemary Barnett 
Phone: 719.2528 

Carlingford Card accepted 

**************************** 
WE REALLY HATE TO NAG YOU 

but, the deadline 
for U.S. income 
tax is June 15. 
So if you haven't 
done your tax yet, 
then you may be 
sorry. For your 
U.S. individual 
income tax 
preparation 
service contact: 

She really does seem 
to he turning into a nag 

li 



Jill Elsner, 
Jilsner Limited, 

G.P.O. Box 13367, 
1/F, Sun House, 

90 Connaught Road, 
Central. 

Ph: 858.8994 
Fax: 858.8016 

CASTRO'S COLLECTION 

WANT A GOOD PRICE ON 
NEW APPLIANCES? ........ 

THEN CALL HEATHCLIFF! 

If you are in the market for a new electrical 
or sound appliance then Mr. Heathcliff 
Tang 
will give 
you a 
good price. 

Just check 
out the 
normal 
retail price 
of the model 
which you 
want and he 

HEATHCLIFF! 
It's me, Cathy 
I need a ne"'' telnision 

will quote you 
his price. There 
is a good chance 
that he will better 
the usual price as, operating out of a small 
office, his overheads are smaller. Thus, 
he can charge less. He will also deliver to 
vou without charee. 

Best Buy Consumer Services, 
Heathcliff S.C. Tang, 

General Manager, 
Room 1019, 10/F, Hollywood Plaza, 

610 Nathan Road, 
Kowloon 

Ph: 780.3888 
Fax:710.8688 

AND IF SOMETHING SHOULD GO 
WRONG WITH IT ...... 

then call Mr. Ho Yun Tin. He repairs 
televisions and all big and small 
appliances. He is also a registered 
plumber 
and 
electrician. 

He speaks 
English 
and can 
come 
round 
to do 
home 
repaus 

:' "rr-'/ ;/-~l 
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or take 
your set 
away in 
his van. 

Lee Kee Electronic 
Engineering, 

Mr. Ho Yun Tin 
1/F, Sai Kung Market 

Sai Kung 

Ph: 792.3220 

DA V1D WILL DO THE DIRTY WORK 
FOR YOU 

David Kwok will collect any item to be 
dry cleaned or washed. He speaks 
English and his shop is very near the 
minibus and big bus drop-off stop in Sai 
Kung. 

Classic Laundry Expert, 
David Kwok, 

Ground Floor, 14 Ai Po Tung Road, 
Sai Kung 

Ph: 791.0792 

( 
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ANY ODD JOBS? 

Mr. William Chan can install blinds 
and handle odd jobs around the home on 
weekends and in the evenings. He speaks 
some English. 

Ph: 498.8205 Pager: 111-8008-1212 

**************************** 

DELIGHTFUL DUMPLING DILEJ\,11\'IA 

To boil them in water and serve them with 
soya sauce and vinegar. Or boil them 
lightly and then fry. Which is it to be? 

fry .... 
( 1decisions, · decisions 

"---~~~--·~~~ ~ 
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Whatever way we decide to serve, we all 
love eating them. So, did you know that 
the Wanchai Ferry Peking Dumpling 
shop will deliver to campus if the order is 
at least $HK250? 

Their dumplings cost between $HK14 and 
$HK33 - much cheaper than the Wellcome 
Supermarket outlet. The dumplings are 
fresh and can be stored for a couple of 
months in the freezer compartment of your 
fridge. 

We suggest that if you want to take 
advantage of their lower prices and free 
delivery, then pool your order together 
with some friends. 

Wanchai Ferry Peking Dumpling 

Ph: 892.1209 or 838.8038 

Announcemen/s of meetings, parties, 
children's groups, births, etc. that you 
wish to make. 

THANK YOU ONE AND ALL! 

On Sunday 2 May the Project Hainan 
Association (PHA) held its first group 
fund raising event and the Bakesale was 
a great success! 

As mentioned, a number of us has formed 
a service-oriented interest group under the 
University Women's Group [HKUST] 
and we are presently trying to raise funds 
to help the education of Hain an 's ethnic 
minority children. 

Held in the HKUST atrium, the PHA 
was able to raise a net amount of about 
$HK3,300! About $HK1,600 of that 
was from the donation box adjacent to a 
photo display. The pictures depicted some 
of the dilapidated schools and the harsh 
conditions under which some of the 
teachers and students live. The Sunday 
visitors were obviously quite moved by 
what they saw, and cared enough to make 
the above-mentioned donation. 

The PHA committee members would like 
to extend a big THANK YOU to all 
those who participated in this project:-

Si-·wei Liang for taking the 
trouble to do the photo exhibit and 
the lovely posters to promote this 
fund-raising effort 

Candy Scalberg for helping us 
get the university's permission to 
stage this event and for asking 
EMO to help set up the chairs and 
tables 

Special thanks goes to Niensi 
Chu for co-ordinating the 
Bakesale 

And last but not least, thank you 
Lily Cue for dressing up for the 



occasion (Lily wore a Miao 
costume from Hainan) and for 
letting us use your beautiful coffee 
dispenser. I am sure it helped sell 
a lot of coffee! 

To those of you who helped to sell the 
goodies, didn't you have fun as well, 
especially knowing it was all for a good 
cause? We would like to say thank you all 
for caring enough to take part in this 
Bakesale. Due to your efforts, generosity 
and contributions, we were able to make 
this day the success it was. 

To those of you who missed out on this 
B akesale, there will be another chance I 
assure you. Please say "Yes" when 
Niensi calls you. Thank you. 

Yvonne ·woo 

And thank yoll roo, Yvonne. A linle bird 
told us that you had a more than a small 
role to play too! 

Ed. 

11 100 Business Tips for Overseas 
Chinese" is a Japanese person's 
overview of the Chinese people who live 
in Japan. I could not find out when it was 
written, but it seems not to matter too 
much. I would like to share some of the 
author's views with our readers, and 
everything below is cited from the book 
with my pleasure. The author describes 
the overseas Chinese in Japan with the 
following features:-

·while the Chinese may have started with 
empty hands, they survived quickly. "The 
Chinese were like dandelions - the Whites 
(Europeans) raised the cows and the 
Yellows (Chinese) milked the cows". The 
Chinese never rest, are never lazy, never 
become sick nor do they ever forget where 
they ,came from. They.have a "temporary" 
type of ideology in that living abroad is 

never permanent - "when leaves fall to the 
ground you return to your home town to 
die". This "temp" idea also relates to the 
Chinese belief that nothing is reliable 
except yourself. Therefore, they work 
hard. 

They believe in eating well (especially 
dinner) in order for them to work better. 
They have a sharp way of doing business 
and this stems from a patriarchal system. 
To the Chinese, work is the whole 
family's business, and, through working 
hard together, they never forget their 
origins, even should they prosper. They 
also have a mild and valid way of doing 
business. It's like the way they cook their 
herbal medicine - it takes a long time but it 
is worth it. The Chinese learnt their 
business wisdom through their long 
history and believe that economic 
construction is the first prio.rily of a 
family. "Let your wife save some money 
for herself in case you have an accident" is 
a Chinese saying. 

Due to their 
righteousness, 
the Chinese 
don't need 
a receipt or a 
seal. The 
Japanese 
think that 
this is 
incredible! 
(how \VOuld 
they fare in 
our on-campus 
Park n' Shop?). 
This trust 

sense of trust and 

sorry officers. 
I don't have a 

I'm a Chinese bird 

extends to their 1---.== ,, -~ :,t,..:-,
friendships. The .· !.u~: :~~~ 
Chinese need ~~;')i 4t~ tt ten ~arsdt? ~-)r~tfitl.0 

owa en m - .. -_· __ _ 
o~der to trust th~t ~ [J>@[1 O (t_ 
friend forever (m .. ., ... , ... ,., .. .. , ·· · · -· /, 1 ,. 

the author's eye, the Chinese do not have 
a good sense of time). Even should a 
friend's country be at war with their 
country, then friendship will win out -
"dead ash may be ignited again". Their 

( 
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friend's losses are like their losses and 
they don't betray a friend. The Chinese 
like to use analogies/allusions to save their 
own "face" and to respect others' feelings. 
Despite this, there is a sense of distrust at 
times - "don't go to a temple alone, but 
don't approach a well with others". 

A Chinese mother believes that children 
should learn morals side-by-side with the 
abacus and that they are equal priorities. 
If not, then she will transfer the child to 
another school. The Chinese like to start 
their children in a Chinese primary school. 
Later they spread their children out to 
different schools in order for them to get 
to know a wider range of people. 

Wealth is important to Chinese people and 
there is a saying amongst the Chinese: 
"those who tease others for saving a 
penny will be teased in return". They also 
believe that they should feel proud to be 
called a "Miser" because this is a very 
special ability which will afford them 
much wealth. 

A Chinese's last card is "I have done my 
best". They can then forget everything 
that has happened before, have no regrets 
and are not discouraged. The Chinese say 
that as long as there is a green mountain, 
there is something to cook with. 

Swallow ·wei 

MY LOVE FOR THE 
BUSES 

By L. Hsieh 

In 1967 my husband and I, together with 
our two sons, arrived in Boston in the 
dead of winter for a 7 month stay. With 
my husband monopolizing the car 
everyday, it was the wonderful bus 
system of Boston that gave my sons and I 
so much freedom and pleasure! 

We would study maps and plan our routes 
- we al ways tried to start out and come 

back by a different bus. We became very 
good with bus connections and even wrote 
together a little book about our bus trips, 
using simple words and drawings. Both 
my sons wanted to be bus drivers when 
they grew up. 

The Hong Kong bus systems, however, 
have so much more to offer: cheaper 
rates, more routes and the splendid double 
deckers! 
Sitting on 
the upper 
deck, 
preferably 
in the 
front 
row 
without 
any eye 
level 
obstructions, 
I have 
covered most of Hong Kong with feelings 
of excitement and adventure. Of course I 
have not taken every bus yet, but I have 
ridden on quite a few. 

Sometimes it is to bus from here to there 
with a purpose. Often times, it is just to 
see where the bus will pass and where it 
will end. More times than not I have met 
with pleasant surprises. Kowloon bus 
No. 2 passes the garment district with 
street after street of shops selling 
materials, buttons and threads. All No. 3 
buses (3A, 3C, etc.) end (start?) by a 
gaudy mausoleum under the Lion Rock. 
No. 51 from Tseun \Van goes north 
through the green hills to Kam Tin where 
Hakka dwellings are located. No. 6 8 
from the Jordan Road ferry pier drives 
along the most striking coast line between 
Tseun Wan and Tuen Mun before it 
swings north to reach Yuan Long ... ... . 

The buses on the Hong Kong Island have 
their equal share of excitement and beauty. 
However, the bus trip which not only 
created new memories for me but also 
provided a link with old memories has 
been one that runs close to our campus. 
From Sai Kung the Kowloon bus No. 



94 leaves every half hour for \Vong 
Shek Pier. After leaving the coastline 
behind, the bus starts to climb in isolation 
\Vith hills all around in different shades of 
green. \Vhen it reaches the top of a distant 
ridge, the bus rushes dovmward to the 
\Vong Shek Pier where a ferry is waiting. 
Grass Island (Tap Mun Chan) is a 
short, pleasant ferry ride away through the 
Long Harbour (Tai Tan Hoi Hap) with 
hills on both sides which are much 
exaggeratedly described as "fjord -like" in 
tour books. The isl and offers camp sites 
and trails leading to a plateau at the edge of 
the open sea, where people come to fly 
their kites far and high. 

From this trip which my friend and I took 
last August, I brought back three boxes of 
"Cheny Bombs". One box has £one with 
my friend to renew his childhood 
memories; one box I shared with friends 
young and old with happy, excited 
screams; and one box was left on a shelf 
until this year's Chinese Ne\l,1 Year. Next 
issue, I will tell you about the fun I had 
with these bombs and the memories which 
they ignited .......... .. 

Wanted to sell, buv, exchan~e. t.rade ..... 

r1 f.. 

IT'S CURTAINS FOR YOU! 

Fully lined (with blackout) to fit master 
bedroom in HKUST "C'.'. type apartment. 
Only 6 months old! 

Further details: Please call Xtn: 8323 

DESPERATELY SEEKING ............. . 
A HOME!! ------

\Ve will be leaving 
Hong Kong at the 
end of June and 
\VOU]d like 
to find a good 
home 
for our cat -
"Tigris". 

If you can help, 
please ring 719.2977 

Hong Niao is a monthly 11ewsle1ter 
distributed free to HKUST residents. 

Editor & Cartoon~:-
Maria Hackett (Tl/6B Xtn: 8266) 

Production Assistant & Head Painter:-
Candy Scalberg (T 4/7A Xtn: 6152) 

Regular Contributors/Roving Reporters: 
Swallow Wei (T 2/2A Xtn: 8204 ) 
Caren Stelson (T 2/6A Xtn: 8216) 

Each issue of Hong Niao is distributed in 
the first week of each month. Ail 
information/entries should be in writing 
(preferably typed) and submitted to the 
editor (Tower 1 /6B letterbox) by the Ll.J.h. 
of each month. 
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