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KUNG HEI FAT CHOI! 
HONG NIAO hopes that you will enjoy 
the Chinese New Year festivities and 
trusts that this new year (Year of the 
Dog) will bring you all that you wish. 

I suppose this means 
that we a 11 have to be 
kind to dogs this year 

Where's the best place to get your car 
serviced? Which is the finest restaurant 
that you have found? What's the name of 
the man who will come and do odd jobs 
for you'? Is there anywhere local where 
you can do a good deal on electrical and 
household products'? 

If you can answer any one of these 
questions, don't keep it to yourself. If 
you find a service that you believe is 
good, hang on to the namecard, and drop 
it into To'\-rer l/6B's letterbox (address 
of HONG NIAO's Head Office). If you 
can include a short note on why you were 
pleased with this service, all the better. 
By the same token, (and as two readers 
have done - see Your Write) if you find 
any service dissatisfactory, then share this 
information with the community too. 

Remember, HONG NIAO needs YOUR 
contributions. 

Now I must fly -
Editor 



This is your opportunity to tell us 
about anything that affects our 
comm unit}'. 

Dear Hong Niao Editor, 

A word of caution 

We had a bad experience with 
"Seahorse", the mattress people, in Sai 
Kung. We ordered a large foam mattress 
from them and chose the softness on the 
basis of a sofa we saw in the shop. 
Unfortunately, we paid by credit card, and 
in Hong Kong it's not reversible once 
signed. When the mattress arrived, it was 
much harder than what we had ordered. A 
trip to the shop to complain, once again to 
feel the sofa, and point out that it wasn't 
what we'd got, resulted in being asked to 
phone headquarters. 

After some more redirection, I eventually 
spoke with the "Customer Complaints" 
person (Brandy). She informed me that 
they didn't make mattresses out of material 
as soft as the sofa. "Ah" I said. "That 
explains why we got such a hard 
mattress." I assumed that it was settled 
and it should be no problem getting the 
proper order, or our money back. 

Not so. After numerous phone calls and 
consultations with her superior, and me 
getting progressively more frustrated, she 
told me that I had to go back to Sai Kung 
and show them which sofa I had felt! As 

their sofas to test to see if I could identify 
the one that I had felt! 

At that point I lost patience and simply 
demanded my money back. No luck ... 
we are stuck with a $1, 700 mattress we 
didn't order. So be forewarned about 
Seahorse. And I guess the general rule 
here is not to pay for anything until you've 
got it in your hands, unless you know the 
business is reputable. 

Bob and Clair Krider 

STOP PRESS: A short while ago the 
Consumer Council informed the Kriders 
that Seahorse will be refunding 90% of the 
cost of the mattress. Ed. 

~m~~m~ ~rnmrn~o~~~0 
Announcements of meetings, children's 
lvoups, etc. that rou wish to make. 

A1'.1YOI\"'E FEELING GUILTY? 

From feedback of the Staff Bus Users 
Group, it appears that there are isolated 
incidents of students and non-staff 
members using this service. They wish to 
remind us that this service (which is 
subsidised by the University) is for the 
sole use of staff. They tell us that under 
no circumstances will tickets be provided 
for students or non-staff members and that 
the situation will be closely monitored. 
They warn that if there are further abuses, 
it may be necessary to check staff cards. 

- --

I don't care if you 
do have a staff card -
we don't have an 
Ornithology Department! 

they had told me they made their US STO p 
mattresses out of softer material, this B 
seemed to be not only insulting, but 
ludicrous. The final offer was even more 
absurd: they would mail me pictures of 

( 
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SECURITY 
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I "got rid of a 11 the ca ts around 
here ... I suppose now I' 11 have to 
start on the dogs! 

DOG BITES WOMAN 

Recently a woman was 
bitten by a dog (near the 
contractor's site at the 
southern end of the 
campus). The situation was 
viewed very seriously by 
the University, and dealt 
with. If you see any stray 
dogs, please advise 

Security strai~ht away by "5:' Xtn: 8999 
and help to prevent this situation 
recurring. 

********************** 
UWG's NEXT MEETING 

The University ·women 1s Group 
(UWG) will be holding its next meeting at 
the home of Jill Barber, TJ/2B on 
Thursday, February 2 at 8 p.m. 

A section on "survi,1al strategies" for 
the HKUST resident. 

PASTA FRESCA 

Tagliatelle, spaghetti, fusilli, conchiglia, 
lasagne. Is your mouth watering? 
Valdivia (the wine people who deliver 
onto campus) produces fresh pasta 
·everyday in their own kitchen. Prices for 
the above are $25 per 500 gr. Ravioli 
with chicken filling is $25 per 250 gr. 

They also have paluani, penettone, and 
pandoro. These are traditional Italian 
cakes that they package nicely and which 
make great gifts. BUON NATALE! 

Valdivia Ltd. 
14/F, Unit 3, Sungib Industrial Centre, 

53 Wong Chuk Hang Rd., 
Hong Kong 

Ph: 555.7431 
Fax: 873.1246 

ACUPUNCTURIST/ACUPRESSURIST 
WILL MAKE HOUSE CALLS 

l\1r. ·w ong Ying Nam, will come and 
give you acupuncture/acupressure 
treatment. He trained at the Beijing 
Chinese Medical Academy and has had ten 
years work experience at the Beijing 
Dance Academy. He has been working 
with me for 6 months and I am very 
pleased with the treatment. 

He charges $300 per visit that will last 
approx. 45-60 mins. He speaks Mandarin, 
understands Cantonese, and while he has 
little English, he also works with English
speaking patients. 

Priscilla Chung 

********************** 
OUT OF AFRICA 

Africa is practically on our doorstep -
Kazuri ceramic jewellery from Kenya; 
fabric paintings from Zimbabwe; batik 
and drawings from Swaziland; baskets 
from Kenya; hand printed T-shirts from 
Kenya and South Africa; Zulu bead 
jewellery from South Africa and much 
much more. It is open daily, Monday -
Saturday from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

~ 
Karibuni, 

Shop M7, Pak Sha Wan Centre, 
Hebe Haven, 

Sai Kung 

Ph/Fax: 358.0164 

Parking available at adjacent car park or Park 'n Shop 
or take the 12A .green mini-bus (runs limited hours) 

to Sai Kung. 

Pssss ... they have a SALE on al die moment. Ed. 

A SALE! ... I'm going rto mount asafar1 

;~"" 
{~ ~' 
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IS IVAN HO A KNIGHT. IN SHINING 
ARi\.IOUR? 

Maybe not, but he could be the answer to 
a maiden's prayer. Ivan Ho of My Dear 

A maiden's prayer, eh. 
How about a mermaid's? 

Fish ~F) will 
deliver sole, 
grouper, prawn, 
salmon, crabmeat, 
mussel, cuttlefish, 
and in fact all fillet 
fish on to campus 
(they also accept 
party orders). 

Give his pager a call: 1128811 NC 9388 

VISAGE REVISITED 

By request, we repeat this ad:-

Liz Chamberlain of Visage Beauty 
Services has private, centrally air
conditioned rooms with music to "create 
an oasis ofrelaxation while you are gently 
pampered." Their treatment range is 
extensive: facials; waxing; slimming 
treatments; ear piercing; aromatherapy; red 
vein treatment (including on the face); 
reflexology and much more. 

--- -----
Visage Beauty Senices, 

BS, Marina Cove Shopping Centre, 
Ho Chung, 
Sai Kung 

Ph: 719 .9751 Fax: 719.2110 

- .. ------- ·- - ~--..: ., ~.,..--

Chinese department stores have the 
biggest variety of Chinese porcelain. 
China Products Co. (HK) Ltd. 
stocks both Chinese and European-style 
dinner service sets, Chinese bowls, vases 
and ginger jars. So for your Chinese New 
Year dinner party try: Lok Sing Centre, 
31 Yee Wo St., Causeway Bay (Ph: 
890.8321) or 488-500 Hennessy Rd., 
Causeway Bay (Ph: 577.0222). 

If you love genuine Chinese antique 
porcelain then take a trip to Chinese 
Arts and Crafts (HK) Ltd.: Shop 230, 
88 Queensway, The Mall at Pacific Place, 
Central (Ph: 523.3933). While at the Mall, 
also try Gateways to China for faithful 
reproductions of 17th century antique 
vases, planters and figurines: Shop 317, 
Level 3 (Ph: 525.6197). 

Many leading European brands have their 
own stores which stock porcelain, and 
Royal Copenhagen has two in Hong 
Kong: 1/F, Princes Bldg., 10 Chater Rd., 
Central (Ph: 868.0707) and Shop 101, 
Ocean Terminal, Harbour City, Tsim Sha 
Tsui (Ph: 735.4321). 

Lladro is a well-known Spanish maker 
of china figurines. So for a delightful and 
different gift, go to: Alexandra House, 7 
Des Voeux Rd., Central (Ph: 845.2206) . 
or · The Peninsula Hotel, Basement, 
Salisbury Rd., Tsim Sha Tsui (Ph: ( 
311.7871). 

For a large range of Wedgwood porcelain, 
try vYaterfo:rd vYedgwood at: Shop 
G7a, Gloucester Tower, The Landmark, 
Pedder Street, Central (Ph: 523.8337) or 
The Peninsula Hotel, Basement, Salisbury 
Rd., Tsim Sha Tsui (Ph: 311.0681). 

If you are feeling adventurous and are 
looking for cheaper prices, take a trip to 
some of Hong Kong's porcelain factories. 
Some can custom-design dinner sets to 
your specifications. At Overjoy 
Porcelain Factory you can choose 

It's Chinese New Year again 
and I'm rather fragile, too 



from 300 designs. This takes about two 
weeks and delivery in Hong Kong is free: 
Block B, l!F1 Kwai Hing Industrial 
Bldg., 10-18 Chun Pin Street, Kwai 
Chung, New Territories (Ph: 487.0615). 

For a wide range of Chinese planters, 
vases and lamps, as well as custom-made 
dinner sets try the Ah Chow Factory at: 
7/F, Block B, H.K. Industrial Centre, 
489-491 Castle Peak Rd., Lai Chi Kok, 
New Territories (Ph: 745.1511). 

Shops and factory outlets can easily 
arrange for your purchases to be shipped 
by reputable freight companies. They can 
also arrange all-risks insurance. So if you 
want to delight your family back home 
with a gift from your new home, then 
don't delay. 

Swallow ·wei 

********************** 
WHY DO THEY SI K RN HT 

THE CHINESE 
HE STIIU HIINT? 

Every day the Chinese Restaurant on 
LG 7 seems to be packed with people. 
What is so special about this relatively 
new on-campus food venue? I decided to 
ask a group of sik an (Chinese for eat 
lunch) gastronomes from the 
Biochemistry Department. 

"We used to eat at the staff restaurant 
every day before it closed, but we find 
more variety here," said Professor Tian 
Yow Tsong ( 11 TY 11

). The menu for the 
day included a choice of eight Cantonese 
dishes. Items were listed A - J and our 
experts were asked to write down their 
choices. "We usually find that one dish 
per head plus soup, steamed rice and tea 
are plenty for us all," said Dr. 'Wan 
Keung R. ·wong ( 11 \VK") the group's 
appointed culinary director. "Although I 
would like them to be bigger," he added 
laughing. Dish prices start from $24, self
serve rice and tea is free and soup can be 

ordered in individual bowls ($5.50) or as 
a casserole ($20). 

The soup du jour was a consomme with 
its brisket, turnip and carrot served on the 
side. Opinion was nearly unanimous on 
its fine ,flavour, but Dr. Robell Chen 
felt it was a little "too sweet." As our 
epicures tucked into their foodstuffs, we 
discussed the ambience. "It's certainly 
noisy here, and you can't fully relax. But 
being a work day, you don't want to 
slacken off too much and we manage to 
conv~rse o.k.," said WK. 

Polishing off the braised bean curd with 
shrimp roe in about ten seconds flat, I 
expected high praise. But opinion was 
again divided with "not remarkable," from 
Dr. James Hackett (Jim). 
However, "it's my 
favourite dish," 
countered TY. 
"Its' flavour 
is above average," 

Jim's wife is an 
exce 11 ent cook 

Yeh? he enthused, 
"although 
sometimes it could So how 
be served hotter," 
he added. This 
dish was followed 
by fried beef with 
vegetables - "good" 
from international 
visitor Dr. l'viing 
Gao; sauteed diced 
chicken with peanut 

come he 
eats out 

and vegetables - "very good" from Jim; 
and orange flavoured spareribs - "just the 
right taste" from WK. The garoupa cutlet, 
however, hit the only sour note with 
"tasteless," from TY and · "dry, 
overcooked. I've had better," from Jim. 
Still not everyone was dissatisfied. "It 
was good, not heavy at all. I liked it," 
pronounced Robell. 

What pleases all, then? "We like shellfish 
dishes, especially the prawn balls when 
they serve them," said Jim. Nodded 
agreement from most of the group. What, 
therefore, would you like to see on the 
menu? WK replied, "-We would like to 
see a greater variety of dishes from 



China." "Yes, and we'd like to see more 
spices used," from Robell and TY. "It 
would be nice to . have Sichuan food 
occasionally," from WK looking 
longingly into the distance. 

In general terms, then, what did they think 
of the quality of the food? "With one or 
two exceptions, it is consistently very 
fresh and tasty," from WK. The rice, 
however, did not meet with most of our 
specialists exacting standards with "the 
quality is not good," from Robell, "it's too 
soft," from WK. However, "I find it 
fine," came from TY. 

) 

Forty minutes after arriving, all the food 
had disappeared and the bill of $170 was 
presented. "Very reasonable" from most. 
And was today's food on par with what 
our hungry researchers had come to 
expect? For the first time that day there 
was an unanimous "Yes! 11 

:Maria Hackett 

********************** 
MORE CUE TIPS: 

A FEAST 
FOR BODY AND SOUL 

the magnificent ocean harbor view of 
Hong Kong with all the boats passing by. 
The service is good and so is the choice of 
dim sum. For those who can't read 
Chinese, have no fear. Ladies in pink will 
push the rolling carts of dim sum past 
your table. All y9u have to do is look and 
point. The bill wm come with a 10% · 
service charge included. It is a little higher 
in price than your local greasy joint, but 
you will gladly pay for the pink and white . 
decor and blue harbor view. 

After you have feasted your stomach, 
stroll down to th.e Star Ferry and up to the 
Wan Fung Art Gallery to feast your eyes 
and your soul. See maps below. Have a 
Good Day! 

)( ){fl!j iif[ 
Sror l'nr y 

·rnd : L'.:,,fl)j[i' Solisbrrry ltoad 

Wan Fung Art Gal lery, 
Room 162 1 - 1622 Star House, 
3 Sali sbur y Rd, T.S.T. Kowloon 

Cue certainly knows how to avoid the queue! 

(' 

t'. -1: ;;,1; 
Bu., I 

-·1\·rmi11:d 
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR -
LESSON NO. 1 

English Is such a crazy language to learn - I 
adm ire anyone who can master it. We thought we 
might have some fun - If anyone can think of some 
more silly dialogue, drop us a line. Ed. 

"Love me, love my dog," he barked. 

''I'm so happy I missed out on getting the 
measles." Maude's laugh was infectious. 

"Lqok out for the lion," roared Basil. 

"You will just have to wait for the exam 
results," the lecturer replied testily. 

"I will have to hurry," Jack spoke swiftly. 

Shortly Phil spoke. "I wish I was taller," 
he sighed. 

Susan's words were a long time coming, 
"sorry I'm late," she said. 

"Look, I've spilt the milk!" Frank cried. 

What a range of 
emotions these 
Gweilos have! 

[J!I)[l~ U'[I[] ill (I)O) [30 D]I] 11[1 
This section features a review of books 
that have been found helpful i,i adapting 
to life in · Honf! Konf! and thereabouts. 

Chinese New Year is an important 
celebration for the Chinese. However, if 
you are not familiar with some of its' 
origins or customs, there are some books 
that give its' history as well as other 
holidays. So in keeping with the holiday, 

you might be interested in tv,10 different 
books:-

One is 11 1\fooncakes and Hungry 
Ghosts: Festivals of China II by 
Carol Stepanchuk and Charles Wong. 
This book discusses special foods, 
legends, customs, flowers, entertainment 
and more. Excellent for children or the 
newcomer to Hong Kong. 

The second book, 11 Anc.ient Chinese 
\Voodblock New Year Prints" by 
\Vang Shucun, has color reprints of 
woodblocks from various parts of China 
depicting Chinese New Year and other 
holidays. Areas represented are Kaifeng, 
Taohuawu, Mianshu, Weixian, and 
Yangliuqing. Some of these prints date 
back to 960 A.D. and are nicely done. 
There is a description of the plates at the 
end of the book. Recommended. 

Carol Lunce 

iii11iillllllllill111111llllllil
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' 
ALL IN GOOD CONDITION 

Exercise machine $500 
2 drawer steel file cabinet $500 
Colour T.V. (old but perfect picture) $200 
T.V. Cabinet $100 
Child's desk $100 
2 desk chairs $50 
Double bed $500 

ALSO ••• 



... FREE TO A GOOD HOME 

"Rosie" is a very nice 
Shetland sheepdog 
(Sheltie) with a good 
pedigree. She is 
perfect with children; 
is good on the leash; 
is an efficient guard 
dog; is spayed; is 
fully vaccinated and 
is 18 months old. 

don't care what Year , 
it is. NO DOGS ALLOWED 
in Hong Niao!!! 

Onlv loving owners considered. 

"B or fax: 358.2640 

I have a photo of her if anyone wishes to see it. Ed. 

********************** 
POSITIONS VACANT 

Do you want to have some fun? 
Do you want to assist the community? 
Do you want to join a great team? 
Do you want to see your name in print'? 

Production Assistant (s) are required 
by HONG NIAO. Circulation is 
continuously increasing, making the job of 
production each month very time 
consuming. 

This was NOT in We need 1 or 2 
mature, responsible 
people who are 
\Yilling to commit 
to a few hours every 
month helping with 
the copying, 
"painting" and 
distributiqn of 
HONG NIAO. 

the job descri p_ti on! 

j 
. <...; 

Any age or gender or nationality can 
apply. Salary is not ne2otiable as 
there isn't any. 

To apply contact:-

l\!Iamie Shen Xtn: 8114 
Maria Hackett Xtn: 8266 

ONE OF A KIND 

Jaguar XJ 4.2; 1976; registered and 
insured until end of April; white; good 
running condition; lives on-campus. Best 
offer. Contact l\ilamie Shen Xtn: 8114 

HONG NIAO is a monthly newsletter 
distributed free to HKUST residents. 

Editor & Cartoons: 
Maria Hackett [Tl/6B Xtn: 8266] 

Production: 
Mamie Shen [T4/SA Xtn: 8114] 

Regular Contributors: 
Swallow Wei [Tl/JOA Xtn: 8227] 
Carol Lunce [T2/4A Xtn:8210] 

Each isrne of HONG NIAO is distributed 
in the first week of each month. All 
information/entries should be in writing 
(preferably typed) and submitted to the 
editor (Tower 1/6B letterbox) by the 15th 
of each month. 


