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:Ajt er ci rat lier 1 o n g 6reak. 
oj 3 months (tfi e last issue came 

out way 6ack. in June) it's 9ood to 

k.now tfiat REDBIRD was not 

jor9otten, as evidenced fiere 6y 

readers' contri6utions. We tfiank. 

you! 

We would lik.e to e1(_tend a warm 

welcome to newcomers. '.)'ou've 

survived tfie fieat, and 6y way oj a 

reward . . in tfiis montfi oj Octo6er 

you will e'(,p erience (wfiat is 

ar9ua6ly) tfie loveliest weather oj 

tfie year. 'Enjoy! 

CAMPUS 
CHRONICLES 
HKUST Working Parents' 

Babygroup 

Penelope Leach letting you down? 
"Toddler Taming" sold out at the 
bookstore? Help is at hand. The 
HKUST Working Parents Babygroup 
is looking for young recruits. 

(lO 

A Newsletter for Senior Staff 
and their families of 

The Hong Kong University of 
Science & Technology 

Here's wha·t we are all about: 

Who'? Ghildren aged one to 
two and a half, accom
panied by their parent(s) 

What? · A great opportunity for 
toddlers to network and 
share parental behaviour 
modification tips while 
mom and dad play on 
the floor. · 

Where? At participants' homes 
on and off campus 
(car pooling available) 

When'? Saturdays 2 - 4 p.m. 

For more information please call: 
Maureen '2f 270.64435 

or Email LIULIM 

Mommy ... 
you know 
that lamp 
you were 
always 
worried I 
would knock 
over and break? 

Well,your 
worries 
are over! 
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Collection of Clothing: 
Salvation Army 

Dates: 

Time: 
Venue: 

Monday October 14 
Tuesday October 15 
Wednesday October 16 
9.00 a.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Tower I - 1st Floor 
Storage Room: beside 
table-tennis table 
(turn left from lift) 

Note: 'All items should. be clean 

For more information please call: 
Judith Tang 11' (2358) 8169 

Js,ft,._k~.li..iJs,/t,. ~ ~ k~.k 

M . s ., ov1ng oon .... 

... wanting to get rid of all those things 
you've thought about throwing out? 
Your children want to make space for 
new toys and clothes? Or perhaps want 
to buy something someone else is 
getting rid of? ... 

Then bring your unwanted items to sell, 
or come to buy at a Garage Sale in LG2 
Car Park on Saturday October 12. Tell 
your friends, helpers ... anyone who'd 
be interested in buying. 

. For more information please call: 
Judith Tang 1f (2358) 8169 

or 
Jean Hudson .1t (2358) 8295 

The person who was selling 
them said that a computer · 
was so marvellous, it would 
cut my report writing in half ... 
so I bought two! 

8 . 8finl ~ 
6= ~ 

~~J 

Swimming 

On-campus swimming lessons for staff 
and children finished mid-September 
after make-up lessons for rainy days 
had been completed. It is planned to re
commence in early May with Dee 
Reid as instructor, and continue until 
the end of June 1997 (using September 
for the inevitable make-up lessons). 

Subject to pool availability, it is hoped 
that we will be able to have two 
HKUST staff children's swim teams 
next year. As demand for lessons has 
been high this year, those who would 
like to take lessons next year and are 
not already on the circulation list 
contact: 

Jean Hudson 1f (2358) 8295 
or Email: GUJEAN 

~.k~~~~~k~~ 

Ballet for Children 

Our thanks to Caroline Trostel for 
teaching the children on campus and for 
being instrumental in getting the classes 
up and running. A new teacher is being 
sought, and it is hoped that lessons will 
re-commence soon. 

Jean Hudson 

~.k~.lii.i~ ~-~k~k 

Aerobics 

We have classes on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 12 noon; 
Tuesday and Thursday at 5.45 p.m.; 
and Saturday at 9.00 am. 

For more information please call: 
Amy 1f (2358) 8321 . 

Js,ft,.~~.li..i~~~.k~.k 
' 

UWG's Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the University 
Women's Group will be on Thursday, 
October 3, at House No. 8 (Phase II) 
from 12.30 - 2 p.m. Bring your own 
lunch. 

M~~.li..i~ ~ ~.k~~ 
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A nswer in not more than 
four letters what you would say if 
a piece of marble fell off the front 
of the vanity unit in your 
bathroom, . and hit you on the toe. 
This unfortunately happened to a 
resident in Tower II, and despite 
not wearing safety shoes at the 
time, he wasn't too badly hurt. 

The fixing wasn't in 
accordance with the architect's 
detail, and we are about to start a 
"discussion" with the contractor 
over who is going to pay to make 
sure this won't re-occur in other 
apartments. 

A sample repair has been 
done, and we will soon start the 
work of improving the fixing in 
all Phase I apartments. With over 
250 ba ihrooms to do, it will take 
some time, as the marble has to be 
drilled five times in each case. As 
many of the occupants will be 
moving to the new apartments in 
the near future, it would be most 
convenient fo r everyone if the 
work is carried out between 
occupancies . 

In the meantime, could you 
please let EMO know if any of the 
front marble panels to the 
washbasins · in your apartment 
show any signs of coming loose -
these can be fixed post haste. 

Mike Hudson, Director, 
Estates Management Office 

~.1.i~.1ad,~li.z2~~~~ 

In 1 988, UJest Country (U.K.) 
breeders booby-trapped 
elderly pigeons to combat 
predators. UJhen the hawks 
diued on them, the old 
seruants were detonated, 
killing both birds! 

Where would you expect 
to find a pigeon with no 
wings and no legs? 

Exactly where 
you left him! 

Don't know 

IIIITIIIII 

IDIITCII 
wfth 'f'llaAt/JuL DaPi&!n 

Air Quality 
• 
In 

Hong Kong 
C ompared with other 

major metr opolitan areas, 
Hong Kong's air quality is a bit 
below average. The major 
source· of our air pollution is 
traffic (i.e., cars, buses, lorries, 
taxis); the pollutants of most 
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concern (of greatest threat to 
human health) are particulates 
and nitrous oxides. 

Air sampling studies . 
confirm what can be predicted 
from weather and traffic 
patterns: 

• The worst air is where the 
most traffic is (e.g., Mong
kok, Kwun Tong, Tsuen 
Wan) while the best a.ir is in 
the least populated districts 
(e.g., southern region of · HK 
island; Clearwater Bay) and 
Shatin, which has a ban on 
burning liquid fuels. 

In general the eastern 
areas of the territory have 
better air than the west 
because the wind tends to 
blow from east to west. 

There are three aspects 
to consider in assessing the 
dangers of pollution: first, the 
type of pollutant; second, the 
concentration; and third, the 
exposure time. Also note that, 
as far as human health risks 
are concerned, in general, the 
young, the old and the weak 
are most susceptible to the 
dangers of pollution (indeed, 
of any environmental stress). 

With these consider
ations in mind, as individuals: 
we can reduce air pollution 
damage -- both to ourselves 
and to the environment -- as 
follows: 

1. To reduce 
levels of 
poll u t ion 

a. Travel less. 

b. By preference, use electric 
forms of transportation, i.e., 

the MTR, tram, KCR, and light 
rail system (Tsuen Wan). 

c. Avoid "single passenger' 
situations: take buses or 
carpool. 

d In your own car, avoid 
idling the engine for a long 
period, say, over 1 minute. 

The model driver is the 
one who has just seen the 
car in f root pulled over by 
the police! 

e. Have good ventilation in 
your kitchen, especially if you 
often stir-fry such that oil is 
heated above the smoke point. 

2. To reduce 
exposure 

a. Spend as little time as 
possible in areas of dense 
traffic. 

b. Keep your nose clean It is 
a reliable filter for the large 
particles. (Surgical masks are 
not much better than your 
nose. To get the really 
dangerous pollutants, you 
would have to wear a gas 
mask.) 

c. When walking with small 
children, be aware that their 
noses are close to the level of 
vehicle exhaust pipes. Thus 
they will get a more intense 



dose of the pollutants than 
those of us with our heads 5-6 
feet off the ground. You may 
want to carry them along very 
busy streets such as Nathan 
Rd., or avoid these areas 
altogether, especially during 
peak traffic hours. 

d. Give the most concern for 
the air in the place where you 
spend the most time. 

3. To improve 
quality ·by 
policy 

. air 

Write to Hong Kong's EPD 
(Environmental · Protection 
Department) with sugg
estions, such as: 

• Ban or limit the idling of 
vehicles. 

• Encourage more electric 
vehicles, and more 
extensive routes for the 
electric transport we have. 

• Encourage bus companies 
to use better buses on the 
more congested routes, and 
to send the older buses to 
the better-ventilated 
countryside. 
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* This article is based in part upon the 
paper, Charactedzation of the Non-
Volotile Organic Com pounds in t/Je 

Aerosols of Hong Kong: Identillcat.ion. 
Abundance and Ongin. by Zheng, M., Wan, 
T.S .M., Fang, M. and Wang, F. (all of 
HKUST), to be published In the Journal 
'Atmospheric Environment', Pergamon 
Press. It ls also based upon 
conversations I had with one of the 

authors, M. Fang . ...Q 
~ .1ll:i'L~ .1ll:i'L~ ~ ~ .1ll:i'L~..:&L . 
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IIEST 
with S ,{ll(lPi!,om Wei 

Security 
Blanket 
It seemed to me that only young 

children need a security blanket when . 
they go to a new place. Since my children 
never used one, and I am not a psych
ologist, I never thought of them seriously 
until it hit me on the train from Guei-Zhou 

( f fl-/ } to Churg-Qin ( "(R } 
when I visited the three gorges of t~e 
Yang-Tsze/Long River this past summer. 

It was an eleven hour train ride and 
we had to sleep on the train overnight. My 
family was lucky to get a furnished 
sleeping compartment with a "Soft Bed" 
(instead of a "Hard Bed" or "No Bed" -
where people just have to sit or stand in 
order to sleep) . 

By the window, a small table 
divided the bunk beds. It was good 
enough to place some needy things on. 
Best of all, our compartment was air
conditioned (good enough to impress 

· anyone who has taken this kind of train in 
China before) . For those who love 
working, my son claimed he used the 
bedlight for doing homework! 

Education has 
failed· our youn-
ger generation! 
My recent survey 
showed that as 
many as 40 % of 
school children 
couldn't read; 
another40% 
couldn't write; 
and the other 30 % 
couldn't add up! 
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At each end of the train, there was 
a powder room and a water room that had 
three basins and a whole wall mirror. Quite 
good! Much to my surprise, the radio 
broadcasting system was excellent. My 
favourite western classical songs were on 
for a while. I could not believe what I 
heard. 

Looking at the whole 
· environment, I was really quite pleased. 
remember when I was younger, my dad 
said that China had a better train system 
than Taiwan, in the sense that It was more 
practical and comfortable. I was extremely 
happy when I found my young memories 
to be true. I had a light heart the whole 
time until bed time, when the music was 
turned off. 

· With a tight bar to close the door, 
we felt very secure and were ready to 
sleep. However, through the loud
speakers I heard that, at train section 16, 
someone had a stomach pain and was 
desperate for medical help. I immediately 
knew that It was from a section that held 
local people, and not foreigners. Again, I 
was very joyful that there was a radio 
broad-casting system. I hoped that the 
patient was well taken care of, and to my 
relief, I did not hear of it again. 

I 'm afraid I've 
got some bad 
news, and some 
very bad news ... 
The bad news is 
that you've only 
got two weeks 
to live. The very 
bad news is that 
I should have told 
you two weeks ago! 

However, a familiar smoking smell 
flushed in through some area of our 
compartment. I checked the blanket 
provided and realized it was not on fire. 
Then, I noticed there were several thin 
wooden bars on the lower part of the door. 
People were smoking in the hallway and 
causing tremendous air pollution. 

I already had a headache, and this 
choking smell made it worse. I took a towel 
my son had brought, and immediately held 

It close to my nose. I thought of It as my 
security blanket. Thinking of how ignorant 
I had been about security blankets, I 
laughed at myself in my heart. After 
swallowing a 500 mg Tylenol and tightly 
holding this security blanket to my nose, I 
could finally sleep for some hours. 

The Chinese say "Read ten 
thousand scrolls and walk ten thousand 

miles" (~~f,tt~~} 
This stresses the equal ·. importance of 
learning theory and testing it out. I· finally 

had a personal feeling for it. __Q 

<wish D'd 

Said <i:hat! 
• Dorothy Parker (1893-1968) on 

being informed that Calvin Coolidge was 
dead: "How can they tell?" 

• Pierre Elliott Trudeau (b. 1919): 

• 

• 

• 

"The Hon. Member disagrees. I can 
hear him shaking his head." 

Harold L. Ickes (1874-1952) on a 
presidential candidate: "Dewey has 
thrown his diaper into the ring." 

Queen Victoria (1819-1901): "Mr . 
Gladstone speaks to me as if I were a 
public meeting." 

Benjamin Disraeli (1804-1881) on 
William Ewart Gladstone: "He has not a 
single redeeming defect." 

"He made his conscience not his guide but 
his accomplice." 

"If Gladstone fell into the Thames, that 
would be a misfortune, and if anybody pulled 
him out that, I suppose, would be a 
calamity." 

On John Bright: "He is a self-made man, 
and worships his creator." 

(Cont. .. ) 
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• Winston Churchill (1874-1965) on 
Clement Attlee: "A modest little man 
with mµch to be modest about." 

• Lady Violet Bonham Ca rter 
(1887-1969) on Stafford Cripps: '.'Sir 
Stafford has a brilliant mind until it is 
made up." 

Harold Macmillan (b. 1894) on 
Harold Wilson: "If Harold Wilson ever 
went to school without any boots, it 
was . merely because he was tQo big for 
them." 

• G.K . Chesterton (1874-1936): 
"Twenty million young women rose to 
their feet with the cry, "We will not be 
dictated to," and promptly became 
stenographers. n 

• W. Somerset Maugham (1874-
1965): "American women expect to find 
in their husbands the perfection that 
English women only hope to find in their 
butlers." 

• G. Bernard Shaw once sent 
Winston Churnhill two tickets for the 
opening of his new play, with the invitation: 
"Bring a friend if you have one." Churchill 
regretted that he was engaged, and asked 
for tickets for the second performance: "If 
there is one." 

"Do not do unto others as you would that 
they should do unto you. Their tastes may 
not be the same. " 

• Oscar Wi I de (1854-1900) on the 
English country-gentleman galloping 
after · a fox: "The unspeakable in full 
pursuit of the uneatable." 

"He is old enough to know worse." 

"He had one of those characteristic British 
faces that, once seen, are never 
remembered." 

"Bernard Shaw is an excellent man; he has 
not an enemy in the world, and none of his 
friends like him." 

"I dislike arguments· of any kind. They are 
always vulgar, and often convincing." 

"If this is the way Queen Victoria treats 
her convicts, she doesn't deserve to have 
any." 

"If one could only teach the English how to 
talk and the Irish how to listen, society 
would be quite civilized." 

• Mark Twain (1835-1910): "Why do 
you sit there looking like an envelope 
without any address on it?" 

"Cauliflower is nothing but cabbage with a 
college education." 

• Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821): 
"Nature intended women to be our 
slaves .. . they are our property; we are 
not theirs. They belong to us, just as a 
tree that bears fruit belongs to a 
gardener. What a mad idea to demand 
equality for women! ... Women are 
nothing but machines for producing 
children. "--'l 

REDBIRD (January 1, 1993 - ): 
For a woman to succeed in today's world, 
she has to do twice· as well as a man ••• 
fortunately, that's not very difficult! 

\rr,, . ' ~ 

~ 
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Course Leader Wanted 

Are you a native English speaker? · If 
yes, then would you be interested in 
organising an English training course 
for about ten of our staff, later this 
year? 

Our aim is to provide our staff with the 
opportunity to improve both · their 
(English) oral and written skill~ for 
their daily work. For example, trammg 
in basic telephone manners and 
techniques, handling inquiries, making 
clarifications, expressing ideas and or 
opinions, proofreading, writing notes, 
memos, letters, invitations, faxes, 
Email messages, etc., ... 

These are just a few suggestions -- you 
may have some of your own. If 
interested, please send riie your 
proposal with your expected course fee. 

For more information call: 
Eva Tam 

Department of Computer Science . 
'ff . (2358) 7001 

{9am - 5pm, Mon-Fri) or 
Email: etam@cs.ust.hk. 

~.1lll?l.~.l.?L~ ~ ~ .1lll?l.~.:?.i 

... .. . 
·~~..,~ . . . 

~ · . 
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LAST WORDS 
You ~now you am [Jdt1n{J o{cf when ... 

... the only thing 
you don't want 
for your birthday 
is to be reminded 
of it! 

~ttot, <tattoou.s 
& 13to~ucttou 

Maria Hackett 
Tl/66 a (2358) 8266 
E•ail •REDBIRD• or 

Itil.REDBIRDeusthk. ust .hk• 

S•allo• Uei 
1711B a (2358) 2267 

E•ail •ACSVUEI. 

Ruby Tsao· 
IHX.Tsaogteaol .coa• 

HONG NIAO (REDBIRD) Is n montftfy 11ewsfetter 
distributed free to Jf]<JJST Senwr Staff ancf tmir jam.(les. 
It is pu6flsmcf wltfi resources so{lclt~cf 6y tmnixrs of tfte 
'UWy, anc{ otfi«s. It Is printed on re-cydecf piper 6rJ T,TC. 
'Each Issue Is cflstrl6uted In tfte first week, of eacft mmth 
JI{{ entrw.s sfwu{c{ 6e In writing 

DEHDLIHE FOR suonISSIOH IS 15th OF EACH no~TH 


