
Developments and Perspectives 

HKUST Salaries 

Salary increases for HK UST have arrived, and will 
be paid together with backpay in September paychecks. 
Norman Ngai, Director of Finance, explained how 
HKUST salaries are determined: 

HKUST salaries, like salaries at the other two local univer
sities, generally follow Government pay scales, according to 
elaborate formulae and fixed procedures. Any change in 
Government wages automatically initiates actions which 
eventually bring University salaries in line with their counter
parts in Government. 

The University has three broad categories of salary scales: 
one for manual workers, commonly known as Minor Staff 
(MS); one for executive , secretarial, clerical and technical 
staff, collectively called General Staff(GS); and one for Aca
demic and Equivalent Administrative staff (AS) . 

The MS scale follows the Government's Model Scale I 
(MOD) while the GS scale is exactly equivalent to 
Government's "Master Pay Scale" (MPS) . As such, their 
revisions are normally straightforward. When Government 
revises the MOD and/or the lv1 PS, or restructures the salary 
scale of any particular post, the University follows suit in two 

. steps, seeking first approval, and then funds . Technically 
the HK UST Council must approve any salary change, but in 
practice Council 's approval of a change in line with Govern
ment is assumed. For funds HKUST, as a subvented 
institution, applies to Government. When its request is 
approved, salaries rise. 

The AS scale has three segments : Professorial Range for 
staff on professorial grade ; Scale A, for Senior Lecturers and 
Readers or Equivalent; and Scale B, for Lecturers and 
Assistant Lecturers or Equivalent. A particular point in the 
Professorial Range is linked by formula to 1tl,e top point of the 
MPS; both Scales A and Bare determined with reference to 
this particular point in the Professorial Range. 

Compared with revision of the MS and GS scales, revision 

of the AS scale is similarly mechanical but slightly more 
complicated . A Universities Joint Salaries Committee 
(UJSC), comprised of Council members and representa
tives from each of Hong Kong's three universities, handles 
the details . When Government announces a revision , the ~ 

UJSC recalculat es the Professorial Range and all fei~ted 
salary points on the AS scale . It then applies to Govern
ment for approval of the new salary scales; when ap
proved, funding comes automatically . 

Government usually reviews their salary scales each 
year, beginning in January or February. After surveying 
salary increases in the private sector and conferring with 
unions, ExCo decides on the revision which then goes to 
LegCo for funding. LegCo either approves or rejects-but 
cannot amend-it. If approved, Government employees 
begin drawing higher pay, and receive backpay from the 
effective date , usually April 1, the start of the fiscal year. If 
rejected, which is rather unusual, Exco must reconsider 
and re-propose. 

This year's salary increases have come late-Septem
ber-because Government not only revised and restruc
tured the MPS but also restructured the Directorate Scale 
(which affects the salary scales for clinical staff in the other 
two local universities) . This delayed approval, but all 
backpay will be paid with September salaries as follows: 

All staff on the MS or GS scales will receive an approxi
mate 15% increase, retroactive from 1 April 1990. On top 
of this, certain staff on the GS scale will also receive a slight 
increase from 1 October 1989, in line with the MPS 
restructuring of certain posts. 

Academic and equivalent administrative staff, on the 
other hand, may or may not benefit from the recent salary 
revision, according to how their entry salaries were deter
mined. Those whose entry salaries were calculated taking 
into consideration the anticipated salary revision will not 
get a raise. For the rest, they will first get a raise of 
approximately 4% effective from 1 October 1989 (as a 
result of structural change which pushed the top point of 
the MPS up) and then a further approximate 15% effective 
1 April 1990 (representing cost of living adjustment). 
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Staff Introduction 
Senior Staff in the Centre of Computing 
Services & Telecommunications 

(joining the University since February '90} 

Danny W.H. Tang, Manager of the 
Computing Information Centre. 
Born October 2 in HK; married with 
two children. Graduated from HKU 
with a BSc in Mathematics; earned 
an MSc from the London School of 
Economics & Political Science (U. 
of London); worked in the Com
puter Centre of HKU for more than 
1 O years, rising from Demonstrator 

to Senior Computer Officer; finally worked for two years as 
a Senior Lecturer at the HK Poly. before joining HKUST. 
The Computing Information Centre-"my team", as he de
scribes his section-develops and implements computer 
user support services, providing training, manuals, a 
newsletter Channel, and individual help. 

In his spare time Mr Tang enjoys his children, and longs 
for the chance to play basketball. 

Esther C.C. Chan, Senior Officer 
in the Computing Info. Centre. Born 
April 8 in HK; single. Graduated 
from HKU with a BSc in Mathemat
ics and Computing Studies; earned 
a Cert . Ed. from HKU; taught briefly 
in secondary school, then returned 
to tertiary institutions, first HKU 
and, most recently, HK Poly. At 
HK UST she edits CST's bi-monthly 

newsletter, provides consultation service, helps establish 
support services and policies-and is thoroughly enjoying 
the variety of work and people she meets. 

Ms. Chan enjoys reading (particularly current events 
and traditional Chinese stories) and exercising. 

Michael W.C. Tang, Senior Offi
cer in Systems Engineering Sec
tion . Born November, in HK; mar
ried, with his first child due next 
March. Graduated from HKU with 
a BSc and MSc in Engineering. 
Work experience more or less 
equally divided between industry 
and academia: In 1983 joined the 
Shlumberger Co. which sent him 

to Beijing to set up an office; for the past six years has 
worked as a Senior Computer Engineer for the HK Poly
technic. At HK UST Mr Tang is in charge of the entire sys
tems engineering section, managing both planning and im
plementation-and, so far, enjoys the challenge. 
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M rTang enjoys hockey and travel. Since returning from 
Beijing he has joined his past hallmates, playing hockey 
for the Old Halls' Alumni team in the local open league. 

Joseph K.O. Pang, Senior Officer 
in ·systems Engineering Section. 
Born in March, in HK; married. 
Graduated from Uwist University in 
Cardiff, Wales with a BEng in Elec
trical & Electronic Engineering. 
Since graduation, Mr Pang has 
been working in industry: first and 
very briefly for ATV; later for Auto
mated Systems Ltd. (ASL), where 
he advanced from Regional Support Engineer to head of 
Research & Development. At HK UST he is particularly in
volved in networking services, from design (the current 
phase) to installation (Sept., '91) to maintenance. He par
ticularly enjoys the challenge of working with the new FDDI 
optical network, the first and largest in HK. 

Mr Pang enjoys sports, bothwet--such as sailing, swim
ming and fishing, and dry--including badminton and tennis. 
Some HK UST staff already know of Mr Pang's prowess in 
badminton, as he won the Social Club's Tournament. 

Andrew K.C. Tsang, Senior Offi
cer in Systems & Operations Sec
tion. Born in March, in HK; mar
ried, with one daughter. Gradu
ated from the Univesity of Water
loo, Ontario, with a BS and MS in 
Mathematics, majoring in Com
puter Science; has worked as a 
systems engineer in the computer .·,,rr . 
field, in industry and academia, in 
both HK and Australia. At HK UST, Mr Tsang specializes 
in the maintenance and support of UNIX-based worksta
tions, of which HKUST is currently using four. 

Mr Tsang says he is happy to be back in HK, and most 
enjoys spare time spent with his young daughter. 

Victor Cheng, Senior Officer in 
Systems & Operations Section. 
Born in July, in HK; single. Gradu
ated from HKU with a BSc in Phys
ics, and will be receiving an MSc in 
Engineering from HKU this year. 
His first job out of univers1iy was r 
with the HK Bank group, where he 
advanced to Senior Programmer. 
He subsequently worked for a 
company providing telecommunications service to air
lines, then for the City Polytechnic as an analyst-program
mer. What attracted Mr Cheng to HKUSTwas, mainly, '1he 
chance to work on the front-line of one of the most 
advanced computer network systems." 

In his spare time, Mr Cheng enjoys table tennis, bowl
ing and snooker. 

.1 
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Graphically Speaking 
by Danny Yung 

ON THE 
LIGHT SIDE 

C 
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Free Association 

Just some random thoughts from a ]011g, hot 
Summer. 

The News ... .~i$,., 

Q: What if the CAAC crash had occurred in 
Beijing (where CAAC also runs the 
airport)? 

A: It would have been blamcrl on the 
passengers. 

Favorite Punch Line from Mind-Numbing TV ... 

On overbearing n conversation using the 
cliche "you catch more f1ies with honey than 
with vinegar": 

"I don't mean to butt in, but you catch the 
most with dead squirrels." 

-- Woody the Bartender ( on Cheers) 

.Not only in Canada ... 

As u follow-up lo an earlier column, I note that 
as of 31 July, our 21 V..'ong's make up lhe 
largest contingent of HKUS1' slaff with the 
same (romanised) surname. Running a close 
second are our 18 Chan's. But there are more 
than 50 staff with unduplicated surnames, 
including all of the gwailo's. 

Awards They Don't Give at the Oscars ... 

Most frequent use of the identicc1l make-up: 
The 4,213 idenlical fake bullet wounds 
appearing in Total Recall. 

Most believable character in an unbelievable 
costume: The rat who wBs the mentor of the 
'l'eenage Mutant Ninja 'l'urlles. 

Best tying up of loose ends inn three-part 
series: Back to the Future III. 

The Summer's Best Bimbo: Mndonna as 
Brent.hlcss Mahoney in Vick Tracy. 

...--- . 
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Staff Movements in August 

Welcome Aboard to New Staff! 
Office of Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Academic Affairs: 
Miss Ching Wai-man, Freda, Clerk I. Depadment of 
Computer Science: Professor Vincent Y. Shen, Pro
fessor and Head; Dr Jianzhong Du, Lecturer; Miss 
Chan Yuen-lee, Lily, Clerk II. Depadment of Mathe
m.a1ic_s.: Professor Chung-chun Yang, Professor; Mr 
Wong Wai-lun, Alan, Clerk II; Miss Yeung Wai-ping, 
Grace, Personal Secretary II . Depadment of Phys
i.c.s.: Miss Yew Siu-yin, Viola, Personal Secretary II. 
Centre of Computina Services & Telecommunica
tions; Ms Chu Siu-bing, Rita, Computer Officer; Mr 
Chan Chun-kwai, George, Assistant Computer Offi
cer; Miss Lo Hoi-tong, Florence, Assistant Computer 
Officer; Miss Lam Chui-fan, Saminda, Assistant 
Computer Office'r. Educational Technolooy Centre: 
Miss Chick Yuk-ling , Tracy, Personal Secretary II. 
Estates Manaaement : Mr Lai Wai-chung, Paul, 
Assistant Building Services Manager; Miss Cheng 
Wai-chun, Priscilla, Clerk II. Finance: Mr Tang Wai
man, Raymond, Assistant Purchasing Officer: Mrs 
Ho Lau Mui-yi, Winnie, Clerk II; Miss Kiang Chun
choi, Doris, Clerk II; Ms Lam Yee-ki, Tora, Clerk II; 
Mrs Wong Tang Po-king, Polly, Clerk II; Miss Tse 
Yuen-ping, Anna, Clerk II. General Administration 
and Committees: Miss Wong Siu-kuen, Office 
Assistant. Plannino and Co-ordination: Dr George 
Delehanty, Senior Assistant Secretary. 

Transfers: 
1=.l.b.r.ruY: Mrs Ip Pang Suk-han and Miss Cheng Lai
ping, Doreen, from Clerk II to Library Assistant II. 

Resignations: . 
Admissions. Reaistration and Records: Mrs Pong 
Cheung Suk-han, Executive Officer I. Personnel: 
Miss Lau Siu-wan, Emmie, Executive Officer I. 

i~~~~~·e~~4,~1J~'.!~Ji~~I:•··· 
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News in Brief I 

Prof. Nelson Cue (Physics) was one of only two US speakers 
invited to the IVth All-Union Conference on Interactions of 
Radiation with Solids, held 15-19 May in the USSR. He 
presented a talk entitled "Crystal Alignment E1fects in High 
Energy Interactions". 

Dr Y.S. Wong (Research Centre) delivered a public lecture, 
"Philosophical Thinking of Ancient China and the Sense of 
Environmental Protection of the Modern World" at the HK In
stitute for Promotion of Chinese Culture, 28 July. 
Dr Wong also attended the 20th Congress of the Federation 
of European Biochemical Societies (FEBS), 19-24 August, in 
Budapest, Hungary, where he presented a paper entitled, 
"Histochemical Localization of Cadminium in the Cytoplasm 
and Cell Walls of Plants" . 

Prof. Maurice Craft (Humanities and Social Science) has 
been elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, London. 

Dr Priscilla Ching Chung (Office of Public Affairs) presented 
a paper at the 33rd International Congress on Asian and North 
African Studies, held in Toronto in August. Her paper, "A Tale 
of Two Economies", contrasted the development of the elec
tronics industries in Taiwan and the PRC during the '80's. 

(R): Prof. Jay Chen 
speaking at the Envi
ronment '90 Work
shop, co-organised by 
HKUST and HK Bap
tist College and held 
17-21 September. Sit~ 
ting in front were the 
V-C and Secretary for 
Planning. Environ
ment & Lands, Gra
ham Barnes. 

One white metal ceiling fan 
with 14" blades with wall 
control unit. $60. Call 
Martha on Ext. 1475. 

totJ¢8E ANYoN.~ .. ?} 
S.C. Raymond Wong (Bio
chemistry Department 
seeks a fencing partner. If 
you feel the same, call him 
on Ext. 1590. 

.· .. · ... · •. ;1~;~~rbmt . ,tii 
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THE HONG KONG UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
SOCIAL CLUB 

** CHARGES: 

** AGENDA 
1:30-2 p.m. 
2-3 p.m. 
3-4:30 p.m. 

4:30-7 p.m. 
7-8 p.m. 

announces with great pleasure its 

* Luxurious air-conditioned coach transport * Outdoor 
games & sports* Fresh air & bright sunshine ( on order but 
not confirmed) * Scintillating conversation ( especially from 
Physics) * Sumptuous bar-b-que * Suspenseful lucky draw* 

Saturday, 13 October, 2-8 p.m. 
Leaving from & returning to Tsim Sha Tsui 

Venue: Community Sports Centre, Kwu Tung 
(Near Sheung Shui Railway Station 
in northwestern New Territories) 

Member, $55 Non-member, $60 
Middle-aged Child (4-12 years), $30 
Young Child (3 years or less), Free 

Gathering, Middle Road (behind Peninsula Hotel), TST. 
Travelling, singing, chatting, snacking. 
ACTION! Cycling, kiting, football, badminton, archery, group games, 
frisbee-throwing, lolling on the grass, more snacking. 
BBQ-Chicken, beef, pork, & sausage! 
Returning, with Lucky Draw. 

** SIGN-UP: Contact Gloria LO of the General Admin. & Committees Office. You may call her on Ext. 1480, 
send her an E .Mail message (to GAGLORIA), or-best of all-return this slip: 

TO: Gloria LO, General Admin. & Committees Office 

Enclosed please find (tick as appropriate): 
* check number ______ _ 

* cash 
in the amount of HK$ in payment of BBQ charges for 
__ members (@$55), __ non-members (@60), and __ children (@$30). 

NAME (block letters) ___________ _ 

Department _______________ ~ 

Extension no. -------



E)(hibitions at MTR Stations 

The Office of Public Aff airs is now staging a 
series of exhibitions at MTR Statio ns to intro
duce the Unive rsity to the general public. 

From 20 to 22 September, exhibition materials 
were displayed at the Tsu en Wan Station. They 
are now being shown at the Central Station, and 
will be moved to the Mongkok Station and di s
played there from 26 to 28 September. 
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(Above and below) : HKUST exhibition at Tsuen Wan 
MTR Station. 

Table tennis tournament: (below) the top four fin ishers in 
the men's event with fans; (right) P.K. Chiu and Eddie 
Kwok in action. 
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TABLE TENNIS AND BADMINTON 
TOURNAMENTS 

The first table tennis and badminton tournaments or
ganised by the Social Club were successfully held this 
past month in the Kowloon Park Indoor Games Hall. 
The tournaments featured both men's and women's 
competitions in the two sports. The men's events were 
well attended, attracting 16 players each in both table 
tennis and badminton . The turnout for the women's 
side, however, was disappointing, with only 5 players 
competing for the table tennis' crown and 4 for the 
badminton's. The largest contingent of competitors 
came from the Center of Computing Services & Tele
communications. They fielded 6 players in men's table 
tennis and 7 in men's badminton (but no one in the 
women's, which more or less reflects their sex ratio) . 
Their enthusiasm was rewarded with a third and a 
fourth place finish in table tennis, and all the top four 
spots in badminton. 

Results of the tournaments: 

Men 's Table Tennis 
1. Steven Kong (Public Affairs) 
2. P.K. Chiu (Personnel) 
3. Eddie Kwok (CCST) 
4. Chan Hin Man (CCST) 

Women's Table Tennis 
1. Debbie Mak (GA} 
2. Emma Fung (Estates) 

Men 's Badminton 
1. Joseph Pang (CCST) 
2. Peter Au (CCST) 
3. Wallace Wong (CCST} 

Chan Hin Man (CCST) 

Women's Badminton 
1. Debbie Mak (GA) 
2. Dinah Lau (GA) 



To: The Tender Box 
Finance Office 

From:· ·· -----

Dept: 

Ext.: 

I now make an offer to buy the item(s) as indicated be1ow: 

Item Description Qty Purchase Offer 
Price (HK$) Price (HK$) 

1. Chair 1 98.00 
2. Chair 1 98.00 
3. Chair 1 98.00 
4. Chair 1 98.00 
5. Table 1 328.00 
6. Bookcase with 3 shelves 1 780.00 
7. Bedside Table, MRW-14PE 1 119.00 
8. Bedside Table, MRW-14PE 1 119.00 
9. Chest of Drawers, C4414 White, 1 490.00 

Master Bedroom 
10. Chest of Drawers, L4311 White, 1 390.00 

Other Bedroom 
11. Bathroom Stool, Children Step, HARE 1 70.00 
12. Oil Heater, Supertherm, 561530 3000 1 799.00 
13. Oil Heater, Supertherm, 561530 3000 1 799.00 
14. Computer Desk, High Bench, Black LACK 1 568.00 
15. Mirror, Dressing, Full Length TAMP 1 622.00 
16. Sofa Set, Chair, Leather Black 1 1,780.00 
17. Sofa Set, Chair, Leather Black 1 1,730.00 
18. Chair, Swival UC300B&F 1 1,280.00 
19. Table, Occasional, Mini Horne Bar 1 2,027.50 
20. Table, Occasional, Mini Home Bar 1 2,027 .50 
21. Table, Coffee, 42x24" Black TRIDENT-CT 1 1,260.00 
22. Writing Desk, Desk Top 170x80 BUDGET, 1 3,227.00 

with Computer Bench and Table Box 
I 23. Wall Unit, Lounge MC210AK 1 3,426.00 
I 24. Single Bed, Divan Set, 3'x6'6" WARDLEY 1 1,700.00 
I 25. Single Bed, Divan Set, 3'x6'6" WARDLEY 1 1,700.00 

26. Single Bed, Double Deck 1 2,740.00 
27. Gas Cooker, 1159-4-405 TECHO 1 3,260.00 

Date: -------- Signature: _____________ _ 



University Furniture For Sale 

The following items of furniture located at 21A, Block 6, Cavendish Heights, Perkins Road, Hong Kong and 
used for a period of approximately 9 months are now offered for sale by tender. Photos of the items are available 
for viewing at the Public Affairs Office (see Miss Cartman Chan). 

Interested parties are required to submit their offer by completing and returning this fom1 to the tender box of 
the Finance Office NOT LATER THAN NOON, 2 OCTOBER 1990. 

Successful bidders will be notified by telephone on or before 5 October. Furniture must be paid for and removed 
from the premises by 15 October. Transportation will be at the new owner's expense. 

For further information please contact Mrs Emma Fung at Ext. 1555. 

(fold here) 

To: The Tender Box 
Finance Office 

Re: Tender for Furniture 

(fold here) 


