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President
Sean Lin
1994 BBA (MGMT)

Treasurer
Karman Chui
1994 BSc (MATH)
1996 MSc (ECON)

General Secretary
Eva Leung
1995 BBA (MARK)

Vice-President
Marketing
Ebi Kwok
1996 BSc (MATH)

Vice-President
Recreation
Carrie Law
1996 BSc (PHYS)
1999 MPhil (PHYS)

Vice-President
University Affairs
Shelly Fung
1998 BBA (MGTO)

Vice-President
Research & Development
Ronny Hui
1997 BEng (ELEC)
2000 MSc (ELEC)

Vice-President
Public Relations
Evelyn Au
1994 BBA (MARK)

Deputy President
Benny Lam
1996 BSc (CENG)
2000 MSc (EVNG)

A token of thanks to
outgoing ExCo members
for their efforts on behalf
of the Association.

Vice-President
Welfare
Lee Tai-for
1994 BBA (ACCT)

Mr Sean Lin (left),
incoming President,
receives the HKUSTAA
seal from Mr Terry Leung
and vows to continue the
Association’s mission to
serve alumni.

Vice-President
Internet Technology
Davin Chan
1998 BBA (ACCT)

Alumni
Associations:
Inside News

New HKUSTAA ExCo 2002-2004

(Anna Ng, 2000 BBA (ACCT))
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HKUSTAA rings the changes with new ExCo
 The HKUST Alumni Association

(HKUSTAA) Executive Committee for

2002-2004 was elec ted at  the

Association’s Annual General Meeting,

held at the Police Officers’ Club,

Causeway Bay, on 29 November

2002.  The occasion brought together

more than 50 alumni  for  a

memorable evening. Guests included Mrs

Catherine Lai, Director of Court, Council and

Senate Secretariat; Ms Loretta Pang,

Director of University Development and

Public Affairs (OUDPA); Ms Terri Lai,

Assistant Director of OUDPA; and Mrs Doris

Chan, Assistant Director of the MBA

Program Office.
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MBA alumni walk tall

All having a great time. Over 30 alumni showed up at

the Accounting Alumni Association’s happy hour

gathering in a Central pub on 19 September.  “Reunited

and we feel so good!”

Davin Chan

President, Accounting Alumni Association

1998 BBA (ACCT)

Dear fellow alumni,

On behalf of the HKUST MBA Alumni

Association (MBAAA), I am pleased  to

inform you that all 20 of our team members who

took part in the annual Trailwalker event in

November successfully completed the 100-

kilometer hike along the MacLehose Trail and

raised HK$157,300 for Oxfam.

Our trailwalkers demonstrated endurance and

perseverance in overcoming one of the toughest

physical and spiritual challenges of their lives.

Special congratulations to Teams 13 and 11,

second and fourth respectively in the education

category!

May I also take this opportunity to express

heartfelt thanks to our support teams and sponsors.

We would not have done so well without your

encouragement.

Lesley Kong

Trailwalker 2002 Coordinator

2000 PT MBA

Team Members Duration

11 Lesley Kong, Ida Lee, Manfred Tse, Steve Wong 28hr42min

13 Grace Lo, Lilian Leung, Wiwin Leung, Raymond Fong 23hr32min

14 Philip Cheng, Sam Kwok, Richard Tan, Felix Chik 35hr52min

15 Fung Wai Chung, YC Lee, Allen Po, KM Chiu 41hr56min

16 Andrew Ko, Franklin Leung, Edward Tam, Raymond Chau 30hr44min

The results are as follows:

Accounting alumni’s happy get-together
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The morning of 20 October 2002 dawned

bright and warm, the perfect day for the first

“JUST Walk” sponsored walkathon and

Fun Day to raise money for HKUST’s new

student hall of residence.

More than 1,000 students, faculty, staff,

alumni, Court and Council members, families

and friends stepped out to support the

University in its aim to build a hostel with

527 places by 2004.

Participants ranged from infants carried

along by their parents to walkers in their

70s, and all brought enthusiasm and good

humor to the cause creating a highly

successful and enjoyable event.

Alumni
Postcards

Meeting of great minds at Harvard
Dear all,

I have been lucky enough to receive the

Croucher Foundation Fellowship and

recently moved to Harvard University’s

Bauer Center for Genomics Research

(CGR) to carry out postdoctoral research.

My focus is understanding genetic pathway

dynamics by microarray, or the so-called

DNA chip, using yeast and zebrafish as

models.

Without a good team of people with

different talents, it would be impossible to

conduct this type of research. CGR provides

a unique environment that brings together

biologists, mathematicians, computer

scientists, theoretical physicists, chemists

and bioinformaticians under one roof.  This

efficiently fosters interdisciplinary interaction

and also builds great friendship.  Working

with these great scientists is extremely

exci t ing  and chal lenging, and has

subs tantially widened my horizons.

Ultimately, I hope to use this interdisciplinary

experience to contribute to the burgeoning

field of genomics research in Hong Kong.

While I am in Boston, I am interested in

meeting and organizing activities with

HKUST alumni in the area. Please contact

me (yfleung@cgr.harvard.edu) if you are

interested.

Leung Yuk Fai

1996 BSc (BICH), 1998 MPhil (BICH)

JUST Walk raised

more than

$800,000!  A

huge thank you to

all who contributed

to this great result.

Mion Jack

TVB – JUST Walk Supporting
Organization in action: Miss
Hong Kong 2002 and former
HKUST student turned actress
Ms Myolie Wu join officials at the
Set-off Ceremony.

Let’s dance! Twinkle-toed alumni
from the Dance Society perform
an energetic routine.

(Edward Wong)

1998 BEng (IEEM)

Fun time! The alumni booth, looked after by
OUDPA staff and HKUSTAA ExCo, is a hive
of activity at Fun Day.

JUST Walkers stride out to raise funds
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The first phase of construction work at the

Nansha IT Park has been completed, and the

exciting event was marked with a launch

ceremony held at the Park on 29 December.

Speaking at the ceremony, Vice-President for

Research and Development, Prof Otto Lin said:

“Our vision is to promote collaboration

between Hong Kong, Guangzhou and the Pearl

River Delta in building a world-class

technological metropolis for the 21st century.

Nansha, strategically situated at the heart of

this emerging metropolis, is the ideal platform

to fulfill this vision.”

The Park is a joint development between

HKUST, the Fok Ying Tung Foundation and the

Guangzhou Government. Upon full completion,

targeted for 2008, it will cover 250 hectares

and include office and living space for 10,000

high-tech professionals, entrepreneurs and their

families, all set in beautifully

landscaped Chinese gardens.

Nansha IT Park holds
phase 1 inauguration

Profs Khaled Ben Letaief and Hoi-Sing Kwok of the Department of Electrical

and Electronic Engineering have been elected Fellows of the prestigious Institute

of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). IEEE Fellows are internationally

recognized as leading authorities in their research areas.

In its citation, the IEEE praised Prof Letaief for his contributions to the analysis,

design, and performance evaluation of high-speed wireless communication systems.

Prof Letaief is Acting Head of the University’s Department of Electrical and

Electronic Engineering. He is also Director of the Center for Wireless Information

Technology and the Hong Kong Telecom Institute of Information Technology.

In electing Prof Kwok, the IEEE cited his pioneering research into liquid display

technology. Prof Kwok’s current research interests include display technologies,

microdisplays and organic light emitting diodes. He holds 10 patents, is a reviewer

for  various technical journals and

grant agencies, and has been a

Fellow of the Optical Society of

America since 1995.

Professors elected IEEE Fellows

Dr Yufei Tao (2002 PhD (COMP)) has become the

first winner of the Hong Kong Institution of Science’s

Young Scient i s t  Award in  Phys ica l  and

Mathematical Science. The Institution made the

announcement at its 10th Annual Conference held

at HKUST on 2 November. Dr Tao was honored for

his research on

indexing and query

p ro c e s s i n g  o f

spatio-temporal

data.

The University’s world-class business research has gained

further international recognition with the release of two

new surveys ranking HKUST’s work in economics and

finance in the global top 50.

In “Rankings of Academic Journals and Institutions in

Economics”, comparing research output in 30 leading

economics journals, the University was placed 37 overall,

beating Cambridge and Oxford at 39 and 40 respectively.

Comparing research in the world’s top three finance

journals, the study “Production in Finance Literature,

Institutional Reputation and Labor Mobility in Academia:

A Global Perspective” ranked HKUST at 34. The other Asia-

Pacific universities included on the list were the University

of Auckland at 65 and CUHK at 89.

Economics and finance
research in world top 50

University
Spotlight

The Student Affairs Office (SAO) launched its new

Confluence Mentorship program for undergraduates at a

ceremony on 26 October. The program builds on SAO’s

weekly Confluence dinners, which have provided an informal

setting for students to interact

with guests from commerce,

industry and the professions

since 1988. 50 mentors –

including 15 alumni – have

joined the new program, and will

provide personal guidance to

their mentees for a one-year

From 6 to 8 November, families, faculty,

staff, alumni and friends of HKUST

converged on the University’s Hong Kong

Jockey Club Atrium to celebrate the 10th

Congregation with graduates, honorary

degree recipients and other award-winners.

Over the three days, 1,817 students received

Bachelor’s degrees, 615 received Master’s

degrees and 75 gained doctoral degrees.

Mr Siu Yu Kwan
(2002 BSc (MATH))
receives the Stephen
Cheong Kam-chuen
Medal for
Distinguished Service
to the Student Body.

Graduates celebrate their day

Honorary doctorates were awarded to Mrs

Laura M Cha, Vice-Chairman of the China

Securities Regulatory Commission; Prof

Anne O Krueger, First Deputy Managing

Director of the International Monetary

Fund; Prof Henry T Y Yang, Chancellor of

the University of California at Santa

Barbara; and Prof Chen-Ning Yang, 1957

Nobel Laureate in Physics. The Michael G

Gale Medal for Distinguished Teaching went

to Dr Robert Ferguson.

Dr Kevin A W Lee, Associate Professor of Biology, has become

the first researcher in Hong Kong and the Chinese Mainland

to gain funding from the prestigious UK-

based Association for International

Cancer Research (AICR). AICR will

provide HK$1 million over two years for

Dr Lee’s research on an abnormal protein

(EWS) that causes a group of rare and

lethal cancers.

AICR is one of the most respected funding

bodies for cancer research in the world,

and its award procedure is highly competitive. The funding

of Dr Lee’s project shows the growing international reputation

and potential of bioscience research at HKUST.

HKUST cancer researcher
receives international recognition

University
Spotlight

Vice-President for
Academic Affairs Prof
Yuk-Shee Chan (left) at
the inauguration ceremony.

Passing knowledge down the
generations

Recipients of honorary
doctorates together with
Pro-Chancellor and
Court Chairman Dr the
Hon Sir Sze-Yuen
Chung (middle), Council
Chairman Dr John Chan
(left) and President
Paul Chu (right).

(From left) Dean of SBM Prof K C Chan, Hon
Fellow Mr Liu Sing Cheong , Mrs Liu Wong Po Yuk
(2002 MBA), Miss Lau Cheuk Lam (2002 BBA)
and her parents, Legislative Councillor the Hon Lau
Ping-cheung and Mrs Lau.

Dr Yufei Tao receives
his award from
Secretary for
Commerce, Industry
and Technology, Henry
Tang.

PhD alumnus wins science award

Newly-elected IEEE Fellows
Prof Khaled Ben Letaief (left)
and Prof Hoi-Sing Kwok (right),
with Acting Dean of
Engineering, Prof Philip Chan.

period. The relationships will strengthen the professional and social development of students

and provide opportunities for experienced professionals and community leaders to contribute

to the education of students. The mentorship program has received strong support from the

Rotary Club of Hong Kong, World Vision Hong Kong, and the HKUST Alumni Association.
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Alumni News is published quarterly by HKUST’s Office of
University Development and Public Affairs (OUDPA),
focusing on alumni information, activities and services, and

highlights of the University’s development.

Editorial Advisory Group
Terri Lai (Assistant Director, OUDPA)

Michelle Cheung (University Development Officer, OUDPA)

Ada Lee (Project Assistant, OUDPA)

Parker Lau (HKUSTAA)

Editors
Amy Yap (Chinese Editor)

Sally Course (English Editor)

Suggestions and contributions of articles, news and photos

are most welcome. OUDPA reserves the right to publish and

edit any materials submitted for publication.  Views expressed

in this Alumni News by individual contributors do not

necessarily represent those of the University.  Please

acknowledge source when any part of the Alumni News is

quoted.

Alumni Relations Unit
Office of University Development and Public Affairs
Room 1364, Academic Building,

Hong Kong University of Science and Technology,

Clear Water Bay, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Phone:  (852) 2358 6158
Fax: (852) 2358 0537
Email: alumni@ust.hk

Design and Production
Tomsenga Design

Alumni News
Editor’s
Note

Know &
Tell

Happy Lunar New Year! We wish you prosperity in the Year of the

Ram.

In looking back over the past year, we would like to highlight your

generous support for JUST Walk. The great success of HKUST’s first

walkathon showed what an important part alumni play in the current

and future life of the University and proved a superb example of  the

HKUST spirit in action.

We are also delighted to say that the launch of the revamped Alumni

News last October has brought much positive feedback. Special thanks

to those who have sent comments, or shared their stories with us in this

issue.

Keep it up!



the future, HKUST should, as ever, actively

seek effective means to propel the University

to new heights and add value to tertiary

education in Hong Kong, based on what we

have proudly achieved in the past 11 years.

The challenges for us are huge however. On

top of the prospect of continual financial

stringency, there is a strong sense in the

community that the higher education sector

has to reform to provide better value and

improve quality. HKUST should and will take

a proactive role in this reform process.

Starting from our own re-examination and

re-engineering, we should find ways to turn

this University into a beacon of higher

education, by sharpening our strategic focus,

advancing HKUST’s standing, enhancing

efficiency, developing new resources, and

making substantive contributions to Hong

Kong’s economic and social development.

It is imperative that, as we pursue these

aims, we should maintain a constructive

dialogue and collaborate closely with our

partners in the Government, business and

industry, as well as our sister institutions.

The general public’s support is also

paramount.

Merger: the view from HKUST

The Council, the Court and the University

Administration will continue to work on these

important matters. When we start the

initiatives to define the challenges and devise

a plan of action more specifically, we shall

invite your participation. An open forum is

being scheduled early next year to help the

planning. In the meantime, your comments

and suggestions on the future developments

of the University are most welcome, as

always.

Sincerely yours,

John Chan Paul C W Chu
Council Chairman President

The University Council convened on 8 December to
endorse the findings of the Task Force charged with
evaluating the proposed merger between HKUST and
the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

The Task Force, appointed by President Prof Paul
Ching-Wu Chu, included faculty, staff, student and
alumni representatives, as well as the Deans, three
Vice-Presidents and members of the University
Court and Council. In its 12-page report, the
Task Force outlined the more significant pros
and cons of the merger proposal.

Following the release of the Task Force
report, Council Chairman Dr John Chan and
President Chu sent this joint letter through
email:

Websites related to merger issue
Full report of the Task Force
In English
http://www.ab.ust.hk/ccss/Task_Force_Report.pdf
Chinese translation
http://www.ab.ust.hk/ccss/Task_Force_Report_C.pdf

Merger website hosted by
Committee of Concerned Faculty
http://merger.ust.hk

Express your opinions
https://alumni.ust.hk/ustforum
(use ISA account for login)

Dear faculty, staff, students and alumni,

The discussion in the past couple of months

generated by the Government’s proposal for

a merger between HKUST and the Chinese

University of Hong Kong has provided an

opportunity for members of the University

to re-examine the core values of HKUST.

The University Council, in endorsing the Task

Force report, noted with great pleasure the

report’s expression of HKUST’s core values:

quest for excellence, aspiration to be truly

world-class, and dedication to Hong Kong’s

interest. These values were indeed reflected

and reaffirmed in all the discussions on the

merger idea. Court and Council Members

fully share these values and consider it

crucial for all of us to maintain the

momentum that has been built up to explore

the way forward for HKUST.

A merger with CUHK may be one of the

means to help realize our long-held goal to

attain the highest standard internationally,

but it remains only one of the possible means

to the end.  As we await the Government’s

clarifications on the critical issues and

concerns identified by the Task Force, and

irrespective of whether the University

decides to consider the merger question in

12 December 2002

HKUST Moving Forward


